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Abstract

Mythological interpretations of Nowruz have been developed in accordance with the
dominant discourses of varied historical periods. By interpretation of Nowruz, we mean
the great historical and trans-historical events of each tradition that are identified with
the spring equinox in the historical and literary texts concerning Nowruz.

In this article, we have reviewed the financial and administrative functions of the
solar calendar which has made it possible for the rituals of Nowruz to continue.
Additionally, we have investigated the evidence of the transformation of the
interpretation of Nowruz in The Treatise on the Day of Khordad of the month of
Farvardin written during the reign of Parviz Il (r. 590-628 AD), Athar al-Baghiyyah by
al-Birant (362-440 AH), Ajayib al-Makhlghat by Zakaria Ibn-Mohammad Qazvini
(602-682 A.H.), some texts from the middle period of the history of Iran, and hadith
narrations from Nowruz-nameh texts of the Safavid period. Afterward, we compared
these materials with some Nowruz-nameh books written in Transoxiana.

By a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative approach, we have examined
three Sassanid, pre-Safavid, and Safavid interpretations of Nowruz, each of which
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peculiarly considered Nowruz to be identical to historical and trans-historical events of

the past and future.

K eywor ds: Nowruz-nameh, Transoxiana, Athar al-Baghiyyah, Ajayib al-Makhligat, The
Treatise on the Day of Khordad of the month of Farvardin, Mu‘alla ibn-Khunays
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Mary Boyce, “NOWRUZ |. In the Pre-Islamic Period,” Encyclopaadia Iranica, online edition,
2016, available at . http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/nowruz-i



