https://coth.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Journal of Comparative Theology
E-ISSN: 2322-3421
Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 13, Issue 2, No.28, Autumn & Winter 2022-2023 pp.81-98
Receive: 06/07/2020 Accepted: 19/02/2023

An Evaluation of Allameh Tabatabai's Argument of Reality from the Viewpoint of Swinburne's
Simplicity Principle

Saeed Bashash
MA Graduate of Islamic Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities, University of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran
saeed674b@gmail.com

Hassan Fathzade*
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities, University of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran
hfatzade@znu.ac.ir

Extended Abstract

Philosophers, especially at the beginning of the era of philosophy, have made various arguments to explain
the origin of existence. Allameh Tabatabai's argument of reality is among them. In this study, Swinburne's
account of the simplicity principle is analyzed. Then, the principles and concepts postulated in the argument
of reality are analyzed and examined based on the facets. What seems impressive in the argument of reality is
brevity. In this research, an attempt has been made to answer two research questions: 1) Is it rational to consider
the simplicity criterion in assessing the truth of a theory and its probability? Also, is the argument of reality in
the viewpoint of Swinburne's simplicity principle, simpler than other arguments? Swinburne positively agrees
with this view. He considers simplicity to be a fundamental a priori truth, and the criterion of the probability
of an explanation.

‘Simplicity’ is one of the fundamental concepts of epistemology. ‘Syntactic simplicity’ measures the
number and brevity of the basic principles of a theory and its formulation, and ‘ontological simplicity’
measures the number of kinds of concepts postulated in a theory. William Ockham did not explicitly mention
the principle of simplicity, but he is known for the famous term "Ockham's Razor". He does not consider the

assumption of plurality without the necessity to be rational. Popper argued that a simple theory is easier to be
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falsified. According to Eliot Sober, simplicity is meaningful only if it is placed in a particular context. So, he
proposes the principle of ‘parsimony’. According to David Lewis, the predicates and concepts that formulated
a simple theory should refer to perfectly natural properties. Quine considers the tendency to prefer simple
theories to be caused by ‘translogical features of human thought’ that tend the world to be simple. Swinburne
argues it is an a priori ultimate epistemological principle that simplicity is evidence of truth. He considers
simplicity to be the criterion of the probability of a theory and the evidence of the truth of that theory and
suggests six facets in his account. Philosophically, the factors are 1) the number of concepts and principles
postulated, 2) the number of kinds of concepts, 3) understanding the concepts postulated in a theory not to be
entailed in understanding other concepts and principles, 4) a theory consisting of a few principles is simpler
than one consisting of many principles, 5) a formulation of a theory in which principles relate to a few concepts
is simpler rather than many concepts, and 6) a mathematical formulation is simpler.

The principles and concepts postulated in the argument of reality are general and obvious in that their
definition is literal, and they consist of the concept of eternal necessity and the concept of reality. The concept
of reality takes precedence over the concept of the authenticity of existence and nature. In Allameh’s argument,
from the beginning, the external reality is considered, regardless of whether that reality is an example of
existence based on the authenticity of existence, or based on the authenticity of nature, it is an example of a
contingent nature or a necessity nature, which does not make a difference in the completeness of the argument.
Because it is enough to be clear that absolute reality exists unconditionally. This argument relies on the
inviolable truth of the proposition that absolute reality necessarily exists. This brevity in the principles and
concepts of the argument of reality makes it very compatible with the principle of simplicity and the facets
that Swinburne enumerated in his account. According to Swinburne’s account, simplicity is a fundamental a
priori truth. The Proposition "absolute reality necessarily exists" is a priori true and never accepts negation,
and it always corresponds to a reality, either negatively or positively.

The results of the present study show that, according to Swinburne's account, simplicity is the criterion of
the probability of an explanation. In other words, if an explanation is a priori true, so the fundamental evidence
for its truth is the simplicity of that explanation. Therefore, according to the correspondence theory of truth, it
seems to be rational that the argument of reality is simpler and more probable than other arguments. In addition,
it seems there is a correspondence in the argument of reality for each of the facets Swinburne enumerated for
simplicity making it simpler than other arguments.
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2. Email:..If the deductive argument is a
valid argument with a true premise, then of
course the conclusion is true. And if we have
good reason to believe that the argument is valid
and has a true premise, then we have good
reason to believe that the conclusion is true...
Richard Swinburne

3. Swinburne, R., “Simplicity and Choice of
Theory in Science and Religion,” (unpublished

paper).
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