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Abstract

In the history of western and eastern philosophy, the discussion of science and perception has been centered
on the soul, and the body has been on the sidelines. Islamic philosophers, especially Masha'is, consider science
and perception to be the function of the soul and not the body. In this research, we try to analyze the views of
Ibn-Sina and Maurice Merleau-Ponty's thoughts about bodily perception using an analytical-descriptive
method and a comparative approach. In this regard, first Ibn-Sina's views on the principles of psychology and
then the role of the body in perception are analyzed. Then, the phenomenology of perception and the role of
the body in it are examined from the perspective of Maurice Merleau-Ponty. Believing in the duality of soul
and body, Ibn-Sina considers the soul as the basis of perception, but at the same time, he is not oblivious to
the role of the body in the matter of perception. He sees the soul as a rider that uses its compound, the body,
in actions and perception. On the other hand, according to Merleau-Ponty, the soul and the body are united
and the body has a more prominent role in perception; in other words, the body is considered the only way to
perceive existence.

Introduction:

One of the topics that have been considered in contemporary philosophies such as phenomenology and
even in recent decades in cognitive sciences and structuralism, is the issue of the body and especially the extent
of its role and influence in the formation of cognition and perception. According to the view of philosophers
throughout history about the body and the marginal and secondary view of it, and on the contrary, their view
of the soul as the source of knowledge and perception, the analysis of the relationship between science and
perception. in this regard, the present study aims to compare lbn Sina and Merleau-Ponty's views on the effect
and role of the body in perception.
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Materials and Methods:
This research was carried out using a descriptive-analytical method and library sources.

Research Findings:

In Merleau-Ponty's view, our body is self-awareness itself, that is, we are the body itself. Our body is not
an object separate from us that is subject to identification by the mind like other objects. Rather, it is the body
itself that is the factor of identification and perception. In fact, Merleau-Ponty considers the body in relation
to the world, and his special term in this regard is "being in the world". This means that the body is naturally
facing the world, and the body cannot exist without the world and the world without the body.

But in Ibn Sina's philosophical system, due to the fact that he is dualistic, the soul is independent of the
body and also independent of the surrounding world. Another point is that in Ibn Sina's thinking, perception
has different levels: sensory, imaginary, illusion, and intellectual. In the sensory and imaginary stages, the
body has a fundamental and direct role in perception, although the main perceiver is the soul. But in the stage
of rational perception, the role of the body is as a foundation for perception and its effect on perception is
indirect. However, in Merleau-Ponty's view, firstly, perception is not a matter of rank, and secondly, the body
is basically the starting point for perception. Also, he does not believe that there is a separation between the
soul and the body but believes that the two have a deep connection. In other words, humans are embodiment
subjects, and the soul has a physical form and remains physical. Another issue is that from Ibn Sina's point of
view, physical perceptions are made in the stage of sensory perception through the five senses, and in this
situation, the five senses act as independent instruments that are controlled and monitored by the mind/soul.
However, in Merleau-Ponty's view, the senses are not separate and independent of each other, but they form a
structure (geshtalt) and are organized in a general body. In the end, the body is a whole body in the sense that
a person understands his whole existence.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions:

It should be said that considering that Ibn Sina's theory of psychology philosophical is based on dualism,
and the soul and the body are two areas completely separated from each other in terms of ontology; therefore,
the process of perception is justified by centering on the soul, and the soul finds a special place and position.
But in Merleau-Ponty's system of thought, due to the denial of dualism and the distinction between the soul
(mind) and the body, consciousness is embedded in the body; therefore, the body has a special position.
Although, based on these two bases, it is perhaps more correct to consider the verbal sharing of the body in
these two views. In other words, the body plays a role in the matter of perception in both intellectual systems.
Although the role of the body in this system is worthy of reflection from the point of view of laying the
groundwork for the perfection of the soul and the emergence of the soul, in comparison with Merleau-Ponty's
point of view, the role of the body in the path of perception is less. But according to Merleau-Ponty, it is the
body that introduces us to the world, and therefore the role of the body is much more prominent, and basically,
consciousness is a physical element that is embedded in the body.
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