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Abstract

Abstract: In the last two decades, as a result of the significant increase in archaeological
field activities in Iraqi Kurdistan, some important sites and artifacts from the Sassanid
period have been discovered. Even though during the Sassanid period, the northern region
of Mesopotamia was considered a part of the Sassanid Empire, many archaeological
features of this region in the Sassanid period have remained unknown. In this research,
which was carried out using a library method, we have studied 42 ancient sites or
monuments in Iraqi Kurdistan belonging to the Sassanid period, which have mainly
been identified in recent years. This research aims to find an answer to some questions
about the location of the Sassanid settlements in the region and the geographical
and environmental factors affecting their formation. The Sassanid remnants of Iraqi
Kurdistan include settlements, monuments, government complexes, fortifications,
water channels, cemeteries, and the local production centers of textiles and pottery.
The results of this research show that Sassanid settlements in Iraqi Kurdistan have
mainly concentrated in three areas: 1. Shahrizur plain and the area around Dukan Lake
2. Erbil plain, 3. Garmian region. These areas, which are in the form of open plains
and vast inter-mountain valleys, had importance in the Sassanid period due to having
characteristics such as suitable height, abundant water sources, fertile soil, and being
located on the important communication routes and therefore they were as a place for
the formation of the settlements in the mentioned period.
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Introduction

The four-hundred-year Sassanid period is considered one of the important periods in the
history of Iran and the Middle East. The northern region of Iraq, which is today known
as the Kurdistan region, was considered one of the main parts of the Sasanian Empire.
On the other hand, it was important politically and geopolitically due to its proximity to
the Sassanid capital of Ctesiphon and its location between the Sassanid center and the
Eastern Roman territory. Although historical sources provide a relatively clearer view
of the northern region of Iraq in the Sassanid period, the archaeological evidence of the
Sasanian period in Iraqi Kurdistan has not been significant until recent decades.

In the past two decades, a large number of historical and prehistoric sites in the
mentioned region have been surveyed or excavated, among which a number are related
to the Sassanid period. Identification of these sites and monuments can lead to better
knowledge about the economic, political and social situation of the region during the

Sassanid Empire.

Materials and Methods
One of the goals of this research is to investigate the Sassanid settlements of Iraqi
Kurdistan based on the results of archaeological surveys and excavations. Some of
the questions that this research seeks to answer are: 1. What are the most important
settlements of the Sassanid period in Iraqi Kurdistan and how were they distributed?
2. Which areas in northern Iraq, had the greatest importance in terms of quantity
and quality of Sassanid settlements? 3. What are the most important geographical
and environmental factors involved in the formation of Sassanid settlements in Iraqi
Kurdistan?

Data
Based on the distribution of Sassanid sites in Iraqi Kurdistan, this area has been divided
into three parts including eastern, southern, and western parts:

Region 1: including the eastern part of Iraqi Kurdistan, which mainly includes the
present-day Sulaymaniyah province, stretches from north to the Lake of Dukan and
Darband Ranieh, from east to the border of Iran and Iraq, from west to the east bank of
the little Zab river, and from the south to the end of the Shahrizur plain. The Sassanid
sites of this region are:

Murad Rasu, Qalatga Darband, Usu Aska, Gerd-i Bazar, Merquly, Tell Sitak, Girdi
Rostam, and the sites of Shahrizur plain including Gerd-i Kazhaw, Bestansur, SSP 4,
Tell Begum, Gird-1 Qalrakh, Sutik Tape, Bakr Awa

Region 2: Southern part of Iraqi Kurdistan (Garmian). The Sassanid sites of this
region are:

Bazyan Palace, Girdi Qala, Paikuli, Sasanid palace of Paikuli, Qalai Gawri, SRP
9, SRP10, Irrigation canal of Kalar, Kani Masi/ Tell Majid, Gawr Tepe, Top Askar
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cemetery, Hawsh Kori

Region 3: Western part of Iraqi Kurdistan includes Erbil and Dohuk provinces. The
Sassanid sites of this region are:

Tell Amiyan, Canal A of the village of Kawr Gosk, Erbil city, Qasr Shemamok, Tell
Khazana/Khazna, site no. 31, Baqrta, Satu Qala, sites n.3, 8, 4, 22, 24, 25, 27&28 in
Erbil plain

Discussion
The geographical and environmental factors affecting the distribution of Sasanian sites
in Iraqi Kurdistan are:

1. Topography: The results of this research, which are reflected in Fig. 12, indicate
that in total, about 76% of Sasanian sites of Iraqi Kurdistan are mainly located in the
mountainous plains, and only a handful of the sites are located in the mountainous and
high places outside of the plains.

2. Height above sea level: Most of the Sassanid settlements in Iraqi Kurdistan are
located at an altitude of less than 600 m, and only a few sites are located at an altitude
of more than 1000 m (Fig. 12). The lowest areas are located in the Garmian region, i.e.
in the Sirvan river valley and the Kalar plain, which is mostly less than 300 m above
sea level.

3. Access to water sources: All the Sasanian sites in the Kurdistan region are located
near permanent water sources, the most important of which are Great Zab, Little Zab,
and Sirvan. In addition to that, a significant number of sites are located next to permanent
springs or smaller rivers, such as Shalar River in Penjwen, Wadi Shatwan and Tanjero
in Shahrizur Plain, Tavuq cay in Chamchamal Plain and Shiwazor and Chai Siwasor in
Erbil Plain.

Access to Fertile Soil
The plains of Shahrizur, Erbil, and Garmian, where the largest number of Sasanian

settlements are located, also have the most fertile soil in the region for agriculture
(Yasin, 2014: 240).

Proximity to communication ways

Most of the Sassanid sites in Iraqi Kurdistan are located in the plains that were on the
path of important commercial and political roads between southern Mesopotamia and
the Sassanid capital on one hand with the land of Azerbaijan and the Iranian plateau
in the east on other hand and the land of Eastern Rome, Asia Minor and Syria in the
north and northwest on another hand. The existence of the Paikuli tower and some other
important sites in the Sirvan river valley indicate the importance of this communication

route.
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The extent of Sassanid Settlements
Most of the Sassanid sites in Iraqi Kurdistan are less than five hectares in size, which are
considered small settlements. Therefore, we can see a significant difference between the

extent of the Sasanian sites in the north and south of Mesopotamia.

Conclusion

In this research, we have studied 42 sites or monuments of the Sassanid period in
Iraqi Kurdistan, which were mainly discovered in the last two decades as a result of
archaeological excavations or surveys. Some of the mentioned sites, such as Gerd-i
Bazar, Gerd-i Kazhaw, Gird-i Qalrakh, Girdi Qala, Paikuli, Top-Askar, and Hawsh
Kori, can be considered important sites of the Sasanian period in Iraqi Kurdistan. These
sites contain information about memorial buildings (Paikuli), government complexes
(Hawsh Kori), fortifications (Merquly, Gerd-i Kazhaw, SRP 9), water canals (Kawr
Gosk, Kalar), Burial methods (Gerd-i Bazar, Top Askar), beliefs, economy and local
centers for production textile (Gird-i Qalrakh), pottery and other livelihood aspects in
Iraqi Kurdistan during the Sassanid period.

The result of this research shows that most Sassanid settlements in Iraqi Kurdistan
are located in low-altitude and mid-mountain plains such as Shahrizur plain, Sirvan river
valley, and Erbil plain. Among the advantages of these plains, we can point out access
to permanent water sources, fertile soil, and location on the important communication
routes that connect the west of Iran to the south of Turkey and east of Syria. In general,
although most of the Sassanid sites discussed in this article lost their importance and
were abandoned in the following periods, the plains where these sites were located, due
to having ideal conditions and Geographical and environmental factors are still the main

centers for urban settlements in the Kurdistan region.
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Table 1. The Sassanid sites of region 1 in Iraqi Kurdistan (Authors, 2021).
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Table 2. The Sassanid sites of region 2 in Iraqi Kurdistan (Authors, 2021).
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Table 3. The Sassanid sites of region 3 in Iraqi Kurdistan (Authors, 2021).
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