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Abstract 

The Holy Quran, the divine book of the Muslims, has always been reflected 

in the works of literary figures and mystics in different ways. Abu Sa’id 
Abu’l-Khayr, the famous mystic of the 10th and 11th centuries, also 

benefited greatly from the Qur’an. The present study, while explaining the 
two concepts of “Understanding the Qur’an” and “Living with the Qur’an” 
of Abu Sa’id Abu’l-Khayr, seeks to answer the questions of how the 

Qur’an and its concepts were manifested in the sayings and manners of 

Abu Sa’id, and what effects they had on his intellectual and behavioral 
habits. From the study of Asrar al-Tawhid, we find that Abu Sa’id’s 
knowledge of the Qur’an was beyond literacy and education. Instead of the 
outward appearance of the Qur’an, he tried to understand its inner concepts 
and meanings, and in this regard, he achieved considerable success. This 

level of Qur’anic knowledge was manifested in his words in various ways, 
such as his interpretations and subtle remarks. Living with the Qur’an 
indicates the deep influence of the Qur’an on Abu Sa’id’s behavior and 
manners. Abu Sa’id learned the Qur’an not only to read and know, but also 

to live with it. On the other hand, Abu Sa’id’s particular attention to the 
blessing verses had a direct effect on his mystical inclination. Abandoning 

pride and egoism, tolerance, and hope for and trust in God’s forgiveness 
are among the manifestations of Abu Sa’id’s living with the Qur’an in 
Asrar al-Tawhid.   

Keywords: Abu Sa’id Abu’l-Khayr, Asrar al-Tawhid, Understanding the 

Qur’an, Living with the Qur’an, Verses of mercy. 
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