Journal of Endowment & Charity Studies
E-ISSN: 2980-9444

Vol.1, No.1, Spring & Summer, 2023, pp 257-278
Received: 28/09/2022  Accepted: 08/02/2023

https://ecs.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en

Research Paper
Endowments of Arbab Rostam Giv and Their Role in the Social and Cultural Development of
Iranian Zoroastrians
(Case study: Second Pahlavi period)

Elham Malekzadeh”
faculty Research Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran.
elhammalekzadeh@ihcs.ac.ir
Anis Sajjadi
Senior expert in the history of Iran during the Islamic period, Research Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies,
Tehran, Iran.

anis.sajadi@yahoo.com

Introduction

Considering the importance of charity and benevolent acts as one of the most prominent religious-ethical teachings of all
religions including Mazdaism, since the Qajar period and following the Persians' decision to improve their conditions,
philanthropy and benevolent acts, especially the allocation of endowments, grew significantly among Iranian Zoroastrians
to improve the economic, cultural and social status. After creating the possibility for increased social participation in the
following years, Mazdaysana followers took extensive measures to improve the cultural and social development of their
society. They established and expanded endowments with welfare, health, religious, cultural, and educational functions.
In light of this introduction, it is important to note that the primary objective and problem of the present research is to
answer the question of what was the role of the endowments of Arbab Rostam Giv in Iran's social and cultural
development during the second Pahlavi period.

The research background of the present topic shows scattered works, including the booklet "Memorandum for
commemorating the philanthropist Rostam Giv" - which mentions the biography of Arbab Rostam Giv - and has a brief
review of the scope of his endowments and charitable acts.

Hadi Hakimian's article titled "Cultural Developments of Yazd from September 1941 until the coup d'état on August 28,
1953", as well as the book "The reservoirs of Yazd city, an overview of their function and structure™ written by Hossein
Maserrat, and Elham Malekzadeh and Mahdieh Khani Sanich's article titled "Endowed Reservoirs of Yazd in the Qajar
and Pahlavi Periods™ are other researches that briefly and case-specifically dealt with the charitable donations of Arbab
Rostam Giv and the role of his reservoir in supplying water to Yazd in the 1940s. A descriptive account of Arbab Rostam
Giv's endowments is included in Zahra Gholami Badi's thesis entitled "Field Investigation of the Extent of Giving and
Endowment among Contemporary Zoroastrians of Iran".
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Research Methodology

By using library studies and archival documents in conjunction with historical research on the subject of the article,
descriptive-analytical research is performed, using all unpublished works and documents related to Arbab Rostam Giv's
endowments to explain their contents. Zoroastrian sources and documents are referenced extensively in this article,
including new research, Zoroastrian official bodies, and internal reports of the Zoroastrian Association as well as their
other manifestos.

Research findings

In the religion of Mazdysana, there is a lot of emphasis on sharing efforts in the matter of charity and giving. One of the
notable examples of philanthropy is "Nahade, Bahar-Dasht, Band-Mal" that Zoroastrian society has tried to preserve and
expand this admirable tradition in various periods of history. From the 18th century and under the influence of the
developments of the new world and the expansion of Zoroastrians' connections with the Persians of India, the scope of
Iranian Zoroastrians' endowments was inclined towards the creation and expansion of welfare-health charitable
institutions. Arbab Rostam Giv and his wife, Morvarid Amanat, as one of the influential capitalists of contemporary
Zoroastrian society, started to found and expand endowments and form a coherent structure for the preservation and
development of these endowments in the 1940s due to not having any children of their own and their desire to do good
work and help their people. The geographical scope of Giv endowments included the cities of Yazd, Tehran, Shahi, and
Damavand. The scope of his endowment activities included the construction of water reservoirs, the construction and
development and support of educational, welfare, health, and treatment centers, community halls, residential complexes
for the needy, the construction of Adrian and Darb Mehr, the development of tombs and financial assistance to individuals,
institutions, and organizations, and support for publishing and research affairs. The endowments of the Giv family in the
field of education, with priority given to the construction of girls' schools over bays, and careful consideration in the
naming of these educational units, paid special attention to the commemoration of their families, such as Shapur and
Kharman Giv. In this regard, the honoring of scientific luminaries related to Zoroastrian society, such as Arbab
Khodabakhsh and Ebrahim Poordawood, also indicates Arbab Rostam'’s point of view toward honoring the cultural status
of influential people in the cultural sphere of Zoroastrian society.

Discussion and Conclusion

Arbab Rostam Giv was among the first people of the Zoroastrian community who, under the influence of extensive
interactions with other communities and taking advantage of successful financial and supervisory models, made efforts
to organize sustainable charitable activities in the new world order. With this approach, he realized the necessity of
creating a charity foundation and a coherent organization to monitor and maintain family endowments, and for this
purpose, he established a suitable organization to manage his endowments. The event, which with the regular goals and
plans that Arbab Rostam had considered for his endowments if continued, could play a leading role in the social and
cultural development of Iranian and non-Iranian society, as well as non-Zoroastrian Iranians. This point is raised by taking
into account that there is no detailed report in the written sources regarding the results of the charitable activities of Arbab
Rostam Giv and his charity foundation as well as the charitable organization of Giv endowments.

It is clear that the profound cultural effects left by the quality of teaching in educational centers were built under the
activities of the foundation, which nurtured outstanding people, who became the source of effective actions in the
following years of their social, cultural, and political life. Or, as a result of the creation of Zoroastrian homes for the
needy, in addition to preserving their human dignity, the family foundations of the needy people affected by the material
and spiritual support of these people were preserved. It should also be noted that the content coherence of the religious
and cultural activities of Zoroastrians, especially Zoroastrians of Tehran, is dynamic and established under the shadow of
the creation of Adrian and other Giv foundation buildings as a place for the establishment and gathering of the Zoroastrian
community and the performance of their religious and cultural rituals. In more precise terms, it can be claimed that under
the actions of the Giv Charity Foundation and the extent of its endowments among the Zoroastrians, especially the
Zoroastrians of Tehran, the vitality and social life of Zoroastrians in the contemporary period took on a different form
and by using the facilities of the mentioned endowments, the Zoroastrian community benefited greatly from experienced
sustainable development in cultural and social fields.
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