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Introduction

In 1812, “Church Missionary Society” (CMS) was established in London (Ward, 2000: 1-3) under the influence of the
Evangelical Revival movement which promoted that a “real” Christian participates in “charitable activities” (Lansley,
2010: 81), such as establishing orphanages, shelters, penitentiaries, schools, and hospitals. (Luddy, 1996: 353). Focusing
on the establishment of modern educational and medical centers, the activity of “Church Missionary Society” in Iran, first
started in the Armenian quarter of Julfa (1869), (Arnold, 1877, 1: 317-319) and then in Isfahan (1904) (Linton, 1923:
80). This led to the formation of a social action by a group of clerics and activists of Isfahan in the era of constitutionalism
to organize charity affairs and establish related institutions. Therefore, investigating the nature and manner of CMS’
charity discourse in Isfahan and the result of the activists’ discourse to confront CMS activity, is the main issue of this
article. To answer these questions, a series of sources have been reviewed, such as Eugene Stock’s books on CMS history
(1899, 1902), Gordon Hewitt’s two-volume collection (1971, 1977), essays on the bicentenary of CMS (2000), the website
of the CMS, and the digital archive of Adam Matthew. Robin Waterfield (1973) and Gulnar Eleanor Francis-Dehgani
(2000) have discussed parts of the CMS activity in Iran (2000). Safura Borumand also described CMS activities during
the Qajar era in her Master’s thesis (1996), book and articles (2002, 2022). Musa Najafi’s researches explain social
reaction towards CMS in Isfahan (1999-2011).

Research Methodology

In this research, “charity discourse” refers to CMS activity and also to the reaction of Isfahan social activists. The
components of this discourse have been categorized and analyzed based on Norman Fairclough’s framework of “Orders
of Discourse”. Fairclough describes “discourse” as part of social action (practice) which consists of three semiotic
components including “discourse, genres, and styles” (Fairclough, 2006: 26). In this research, based on this theory,
examples of the CMS’ social action in Isfahan during the1900s have been identified in accordance with the definition of
charity discourse in the conceptual sphere of evangelical ideology (Lansley, 2010: 69, 81, 87; Luddy, 1996: 353) in the
form of educational, medical and religious fields. The process of social activists’ reaction towards the activity of CMS is
also analyzed based on the psychological approach of Hans Herbert Toch. From Toch’s point of view, the emergence of
a “problem” in society provides the context of the “susceptibility” of some people. If agents or social institutions do
nothing to solve this problem, the motivated group will raise an “appeal”. If this appeal is not addressed, the motivated
group will try to solve the problem through an ideology. In Toch’s definition, this process leads to the formation of a
“social movement” (Toch, 1966: 26-27).
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Research Findings

The conformity of historical documents with Fairclough’s three components of “Orders of Discourse” shows the
formation of a two-way discourse around the axis of “charity”. What CMS offered was rooted in the ideology of the
evangelical approach of its missionaries. However, the activity of Isfahan social activists in the social sphere of the
constitutional era was influenced by the approach of personalities such as Nurallah Najafi to implement socio-cultural
reforms, who also used the same components of the charity discourse in relation to the activities of CMS. In the adaptation
of the activities of both CMS and social activists of Isfahan with the trinal categories of “Orders of Discourse”, the
multiplicity of activities in the category of “genres” is remarkable, which Fairclough defines as a special way of interacting
communicatively. In analyzing the formation process of social activists’ opposition to the activity of CMS and examining
the possibility of adapting its historical documents to the “social movement” theory of Hans Herbert Toch, the chart of
this process is presented as follows:
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Research Results

In the early 1900s, influenced by the Evangelical Revival movement and for the purpose of “salvation of themselves and
non-Christians”, CMS missionaries, as activists, focused on charity affairs in Isfahan. Therefore, their educational and
medical activities were in an aura of direct and indirect religious propaganda. Rereading signs of historical documents
and their adaptation to the trinal components of Norman Fairclough’s “Orders of Discourse”, indicates the formation of
CMS charity discourse in Isfahan. The foundation of girls' and boys’ schools, conservatories, orphanages, hospitals,
pharmacies, entrepreneurship, advanced teaching methods, and medical services were all the themes of this discourse.
Although such charity services responded to the educational and medical needs of the Qajar society, the Evangelical
approach governing these activities became the “problem” of social activists in Isfahan. The fear of CMS activity’s
influence on various social groups that were in some way connected with missionaries increased the “susceptibility” of
the social leaders. Due to the lack of a specific and continuous governmental solution for restriction or prohibition of the
CMS’ Evangelical activities, social activists such as Niurallah Najafi presented solutions similar to what was done in
CMS’ charity discourse which resulted in organizing groups, social actions, and charity “Orders of Discourse” in the field
of educational, medical and religious activities. The formation of Isfahan activists’ charity discourse in the social sphere
influenced by the constitutional movement turned into a systematic act, which according to the theory of Hans Herbert
Toch, can be referred to as a “social movement”.
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