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15. CEO: Chief Executive Officers.

16. The Collective Form.

17. The Council-Manager Form.

18. Consociational or Majoritarian Democracy.

19. Assembly Government.

20. Parliamentarism.

21. Presidentialism.

22. Semi-Presidentialism.

23. Derlien.

24. Dichotomies.

25. Monistic versus Dualistic.

26. Collective/Collegiate Body versus an Individual.
27. Indirect Election/Appointment versus Direct Election
of the Executive.

28. Uniform versus Dual Task Model.

. Wollmann.

. Historical Institutionalism.

. Actor- Centered Institutionalism.
. Bennett.

. Page and Goldsmith.

. John.

. Hesse and Sharpe.

. Louphlin.
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. Ladner et al..

10. Mouritzen and Svara.

11. Back.

12. The Layman Rule.

13. The Strong-Mayor Form.

14. The Committee-Leader Form.
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S ince the 1980s, local government systems in
Europe have undergone significant institutional
changes and territorial reforms. According to Woll-
mann (2008,2012), these reforms seek to address
two main issues, namely the lack of accountability
and transparency (democratic deficit) and the inabil-
ity to deal with social, economic and environmental
problems (functional deficit). Some also believe that
the expansion of local government reforms is due to
the fact that this level of government is most affected
by the continuation of the global financial crisis and
austerity policies (Bouckaert and Kuhlmann, 2016;
Gardner, 2017). The bulk of these reforms in European
countries with different political and administrative
systems, whether federal or unitary, as well as tran-
sitional systems in Eastern European countries, have
focused on strengthening local executive and political
leadership through the reforms of administrative struc-
tures, decentralization and increase of local autonomy
(Ladner et al, 2016; Ladner et al, 2015). To this must
be added changes in the local government types. In
Iran, above-mentioned democratic and functional def-
icits have led to various debates and research on the
institutional, financial and operational dimensions of
the local government in recent decades. These include
Barakpour and keivani, 2016; Barakpour and Asadie,
2011 and show different and complicated problems in
the country’s local management and leadership. Politi-
cal, functional and territorial fragmentation, unsustain-
ability of municipalities’ revenues and, generally, inef-
ficiency of local leadership are regarded as instances of
these problems. The main purpose of this article is to
investigate the typology of urban management system
in Iran and the trend of its changes utilising historical
and actor-centered institutionalism. According to this
approach, three main stages in the establishment and
development of the local government system in Iran
can be distinguished and differentiated. The first pe-

riod (1905-1930) returns to the Constitutional Revolu-
tion more than a century ago and the transition from
traditional government to rule-based government and
the formation of modern political institutions. The
second period (1930-1978), shortly after the Constitu-
tional Revolution, begins with the establishment of the
Pahlavi regime and lasts about five decades. The third
period (from 1979 to present) relates to Iran’s revolu-
tion of the 1970s and the establishment of the Islamic
Republic four decades ago. Each one of these periods
highlight different forms of the distribution of power
between the central and local levels of government as
well as the relations between legislative and Executive
bodies. Analysis of the relationship between the main
actors of power at the central and local levels indicates
the general characteristics of the local government sys-
tem in each period. The results show that stability in
the horizontal dimension and fluctuation in the verti-
cal dimension of power relations, central government
interference in local affairs, the lack of political resolve
in decentralization, The Vague Prospect of Reforms in
the Local Government System and Continued Proce-
dural and Substantive Problems are the most important
points in relation with urban management in Iran, espe-
cially in the contemporary era.
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Local Government, Urban Management, Power Relations,
Municipality, City Council.
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