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8 Subjective.
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16 Unity.
17 Ambition.
18 Meaningful.
19 Origin Belief.
20 Responsibility.
21 Self-Orientation.
22 Authority.
23 Identity .
24 Resurrection.
25 Coexistence.
26 Conformity.
27 Communityism.
28 Social Cohesion.
29 Perfection.
30 Processor.
31 Respect for Nature.
32 Eco Revealing.
33 Coordination.
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uman-environmental interactions contain
H contingent concepts, which for their struc-
tural quiddity, are constantly reproduced, as a
product of these interactions, in the placemaking
process and in a natural and cultural context. The
concept of value is the most fundamental instance
of a contingent concept. Besides, an open space
for a residential building, as the smallest unit that
provides immediate communication between the
human society and natural elements or phenom-
ena, is an appropriate field for evaluating these
concepts as part of the conceptual recognition
system and human intervention in the environ-
ment. Therefore, with the aim of providing a con-
ceptual model of the value system in the relation-
ship between humans and the built environment,
this study tries to figure out how we can explain
the emergence, development and functioning of
values in open spaces for residential buildings in
traditional Iranian architecture. Additionally, the
term value is used to introduce a diverse range
of concepts, and this indiscrimination in usage
seems to have led to theoretical obfuscation in the
terminology. It is a necessary first step, then, to
recognize the concept of value at the theoretical
level via an interdisciplinary research that spans
the fields of sociology, philosophy and architec-
ture. Accordingly, to answer the research ques-
tion, an applied interpretation of the concept of
value will be presented based on the theory of
contingents (i'tibariat) with auxiliary recourse to
the theory of structuration. In this interpretation,
values are contingent concepts, which with struc-
tural properties in individual and social behavior,
serve as norms in human-environmental deci-
sion making. To explore this in selected cases,
as based on the relation of humans to the main

elements of environment, the present study pro-
poses a circular structure, which is comprised of
two components: content of values and relative
importance of values. This circular system was
extracted from and compared in ten types of open
spaces for residential buildings in traditional Irani-
an architecture. The samples were selected based
on theoretical sampling, relevance to the research
subject and the richness of patterns. The content
of values were extracted through an integrated
analysis of formal/physical features as well as en-
vironmental constraints, patterns and concepts,
and then inferring values from those environmen-
tal concepts. The analysis is organized into four
axes including human communication with God,
nature, history and society as the main elements
of environment. The relative importance of values
was also achieved through the grading of com-
patibility between the optimal, the possible and
the ideal in the realization of environmental con-
cepts in discovered patterns. An analysis of the
circular system of values in selected cases shows
that, despite a strong resemblance in content, the
human-environment value system exhibits differ-
ent properties depending on environmental con-
ditions. Therefore, the value system cannot be
conceived of as abstract, independent and sub-
jective. This highlights the importance of focusing
not only on the content but also on the structure
and system of values. In addition, environmental
conditions can be considered as an important fac-
tor in the reproduction process and the sustain-
ability of values in society.
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