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Petroglyphs are one of the important documents that al-
low us to identify the material and spiritual cultures of dif-
ferent societies in around world. One of the most valuable
collections of petroglyphs in Southern Khorasan so called
Nakhlestan that it located near Nehbandan city in east of
Iran. In 2013, the author in project of Survey archaeology
in Nehbandan district succeeded for first time prepared a
scheme of Nakhlestan petroglyph. This Collection has some
stylized and figurative motives in four panels on pieces of
stone. The present study shows in this site of Nakhlestan
there are 4 petroglyphs on the four slabs. Panel 1 contains
composition with themes based synchronicity. There is an
stylized plant motif in this panel and the rest are the animal
motives as like zebu, goat, dog, cat and fox which some
of them are figurative and have a real proportion in stance
zebu. Panel 1 is containing a pastoral narrative which do-
mestic animals such as goats and zebu are depicted moving
towards a stylized single tree. The style of depicting goats
is comparable to prehistoric pottery motives from the fifth
millennium to the second millennium BC in different parts
of Iran. The image of the zebu is the only role in this panel
that is completely figurative and drawn with real propor-
tions. In addition, stylistically it can be stated that probably
motives of panel 1 were engraved in bronze period (the
3rd or 2nd millennium BC) and most likely in first half
of second millennium BC. The motives of the panel 2 are
completely abstract and include motives of humans, palm
of hand, goats, cross-shaped symbols or various lines. The
human head is depicted in this panel, although is large and
confused, as respects due to the lack of signs and objects
related to shamanism such as drums, magical objects that
usually be depicted exaggerated and lighting heads. Ankh
symbol is composed of an oval form and a vertical line in
present it remains in the traditional door knocker of Iran.
However it emereged in long of history that Ankh symbol
is considered abstractly in very symbolic forms especially
symbol the cross of Christ (meaning eternal life).

In panel 3, there has shape a large animal without defen-
sive signs such as a horn, probably it is a lion. The motif of

the slab 4 is the image of an almost rectangular object with
curved corners, which is divided into three parts from the
inside, and on top of it, there is something like a sphere and
a trail. Some structuralism anthropologists believed such
images can be feminine signs. As regards this shape seems
to be an object without sight of perspective and from sight
of upper or vertical vision. In addition, stylistically, the mo-
tives of panels 2 and 4 cannot be dated, However the draw-
ings of panels 1 and 3 probably can belong to the Bronze
Age (3000 to 1500 BC) and most likely to the late Bronze
Age or first half of the second millennium BC.

Keywords
Petroglyphs of Nakhlestan, Nehbandan, Human motives,
Animal motives.
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