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The analogy made between Jacques Lacan’s conception
of mirror and the cinema screen gave rise to innumerable
psychoanalytical approaches to film and film criticism.
The mirror for Lacan functioned as a means of illustra-
tion with reference to the procedure in which the infant
would succeed to differentiate her/himself from her/his
mirror reflection, on the basis of this process of individu-
ation, Lacan further explain the split between The imagi-
nary, the order of unconscious and The symbolic, in this
case meaning social Identity. Later, the analogy made be-
tween the Lacanian mirror stage and the cinema screen is
employed by film critics to explain the split they distin-
guished between the inner nature of the viewer (The real)
and her-his outer symbolic positioning as a film spectator
through which they mostly intended to express the mech-
anism The other (Cinema Apparatus) uses to form the
identity of the cinematic social subjects or rather to ex-
emplify how the cinematic subjects resist such a proce-
dure. In this essay is reviewed the ways through which an
image is viewed and perceived by the viewer constructed
in the gaze of the viewer, then the assumed split between
the inner and outer of the subject’s subjectivity would
be explored to finally argue against the existence of the
very split. By employing the very tools of investigation
the Lacanian Psychoanalytical approach to film-more
specifically Suture theory- provides, in this essay would
be invoked the very Lacanian ontological conceptions of
the gaze and the image, then the very possibility of mak-
ing analogy between the mirror and the cinematic image
would be argued. Does the mirror image ontologically
corresponds the cinematic image or such a comparison
is limited to their appearances and the way the viewer
perceives them? The mentioned arguments against the
possibility of such an analogy made holds two objections
to the analogy, first, unlike the mirror reflection the cin-
ematic image originates from the light, it is light-written

and not the mere light reflection. Second, -regardless of
notion of digital screening of the films- as long as the
projector and the screen are the tools in film screenings,
the image comes from behind of the spectator, therefore
once again it is different from the mirror image that has
no other source except for the mirror surface. In this es-
say would be argued that these two mentioned fact not
only expose the fundamental difference between the two
image (reflected and cinematic) but also lay bare their
radical ontological divergence, something that might
even make us rethink it and wonder why such a resem-
blance and analogy between the reflected image of self in
the mirror and cinematic image projected on the screen
was theorized in a first place. The main discussion of the
essay does not end with the opposition with the anal-
ogy but also later it would be discussed that maybe the
very tools of psychoanalytical investigation of the image
would enable us to theoretically deny the existence of the
split between inner (Imaginary) and outer (Symbolic) or-
ders by using the key term of the light.

Keywords
Mirror, Psychoanalysis, Cinema, Image, Split.

“This article is extracted from the second author’s doctoral dissertation, entitled: “Witnessing the invisible: the images of the sacred figures
in Post-revolutionary Iranian Cinema and the spectator's gaze” under supervision of the first author.
*Corresponding Author: Tel: (+98-912) 1501655, Fax: (+98-21) 88836818, E-mail: masoume.ganjei@gmail.com





