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Save the date!
Only once in 4 years!

Kirsten Delholm, Dmitry Krymov
Stefan Koegif Rimini Protokell
Robert Lepoge, Julie Toymar
Robert Wilson
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n the history of contemporary art and culture,
I especially since about the last half of the centu-
ry, the Prague Quadrennial (PQ) has played a sig-
nificant role in explaining the stage design and its
related arts. Given the process in the history of the
event, initially an international exhibition of stage
design called ‘Stage Design and Theater Architec-
ture’ gave an independent identity to its traditional
function making it always meaningful within a play.
Throughout the process, given the new approaches
to the event’'s changes and development, and the
importance of the participation of influential artists,
it was renamed the ‘Stage Design and Space,’ thus
realizing its new approaches. The result of these ex-
periences, on the one hand, affects the definitions
and frameworks of stage design and space design,
and on the other, challenges the artists of this area
and their experiences. The main approaches in ex-
plaining the contemporary stage design and chang-
ing its horizons discussed in the present study in-
clude stage design as performance, shared space,
performance space or unsustainable architectural
space, objects, and makers, among others. This ar-
ticle tries to answer how the PQ experiences, defi-
nitions, and the context of the design of the scene
and space affect the framework of a performance.
According to the author’s assumption, the four-year
Prague art event is effective in changing the defini-
tions and scope of contemporary stage design. As
a result, the challenges and experiences of this in-
teractive conference are explored at the PQ, and
the definitions undergone fundamental changes in
the stage design during this influential process are
analyzed. In the stage design section as a perfor-
mance, a process is examined that shows the stage

design is out of its traditional form. This incident al-
lows for the design of the scene to be unconnected
to the text and the director and to be presented dur-
ing the course of the event itself. In the space seg-
ment, a fresh look at the creation and field of space
for a scene designer, including weather, music, and
political space. In the area of sustainable architec-
ture, the stage design draws out of theater halls and
into urban space. Makers are the part in which their
design and construction process function as a kind
of implementation. Studying and e v aluating the
development process of PQ and drawing its main
lines as a rich set can provide more research back-
grounds and, on the other hand, PQ’s policies dur-
ing the periodic programs are responsible for sev-
eral changes in the design of contemporary stage
design. Among these policies, are A. creating trans-
formation and preventing the conce ptual stability
of the stage design, which seems to be influenced
by the post-modern life. B. dynamic and continu-
ous experimentation, bringing creative solutions. C.
freedom of action during these experiences is the
basis of new approaches for participants. D. flex-
ibility and the provision of change in programs that
are the basis for greater convergence and the par-
ticipation of experienced people. The present study
is a qualitative research and of analytical and de-
scriptive nature, employing observations and library
resources for collecting the data.
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