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6 Teinosuke Kinugasa.
7 Hiroshi Inagaki.

8 Akira Kurosawa.

9 Masaki Kobayashi.
10 Kon Ichikawa.

11 Kenji Misumi.

12 Hideo Gosha.

13 Nagisa Oshima.

14 Masahiro Shinoda.
15 Louis Althusser.
16 Theodor Adorno.
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1 Semantic /Syntactic.

2 Rick Altman.

3 Chambara.

4 Shozo Makino.

5 Kenji Mizoguchi.
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60 Claude Levi-Strauss.
61 John Cawelti.
62 Will Wright.
63 Thomas Schatz.
64 Determinate Space.
65 Indeterminate Space.
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67 St. Francis Xavier.
68 Tatsuya Nakadai.
69 Toshiro Mifune.
70 Kimiyoshi Yasuda.
71 Kazuo Ikehiro.
72 Tokuzu Tanaka.
73 Kazuo Mori.
74 Sadatsugu Matsuda.
75 Zatoichi (1962-73):
o The Tale of Zatoichi (ZatOichi monogatari, 1962), director: Kenji
Misumi
o The Tale of Zatoichi Continues (Zoku ZatOichi monogatari, 1962),
director: Kazuo Mori
o New Tale of Zatoichi (Shin ZatOichi monogatari, 1963, director:
Tokuzo Tanaka
e Zatoichi The Fugitive (ZatOichi ky0jO-tabi, 1963) , director:
Tokuzo Tanaka
o Zatoichi on the Road (ZatOichi kenka -tabi, 1963), director: Kim -
iyoshi Yasuda
o Zatoichi and the Chest of Gold (ZatOichi senry0 -kubi, 1964), di-
rector: Kazuo Ikehiro
o Zatoichi’s Flashing Sword (ZatOichi abare tako, 1964), director:
Kazuo Ikehiro
o Fight, Zatoichi, Fight (ZatOichi kesshO-tabi, 1964), director:
Kenji Misumi
o Adventures of Zatoichi (ZatOichi sekisho-yaburi, 1964), director:
Kimiyoshi Yasuda
e Zatoichi’s Revenge (ZatOichi nidan-giri, 1965), director: Akira
Inoue
e Zatoichi and the Doomed Man (ZatOichi sakate-giri, 1965), di-
rector: Kazuo Mori
o Zatoichi and the Chess Expert (ZatOichi jigoku -tabi, 1965), direc -
tor: Kenji Misumi
e Zatoichi’s Vengeance (ZatOichino uta ga kikoeru, 1966), director:
Tokuzo Tanaka
e Zatoichi’s Pilgrimage (ZatDichi umi o wataru, 1966), director:
Kazuo Ikehiro
e Zatoichi’s Cane Sword (ZatOichi tekka-tabi, 1967), director:
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17 Max Horkheimer.
18 Culture Industry .
19 Dialectic of Enlightenment (1944).
20 Ethic s).
21 Moral.
22 Jidaigeki: 5o,b plyo.
23 Prokino: Proletarian Film League of Japan (Nihon Puroretaria
Eiga DOmei).
24 The 47 Ronin (Genroku Chushingura, 1941-42).
25 Part 1:
Rekishi: Dai ichi-bu - DOran boshin (1940)
Part 2,3 (Uncompleted):
Rekishi: Dai ni-bu - ShOdo kensetsu; Dai san-bu: Reimei Nippon
(1940).
26 Tomu Uchida.
27 The Battle of Kwanakajima (Kawanakajima Kassen, 1941).
28 Bushido.
asaS ol e elin oloy o slag,kas :Mono-no -aware Y4
g @]y Slaslp joai g sjlon o0 e s)laabls ol ol
L(WWAY KWL@J‘) JJ'QLSA U.«.v}cbs 9 6099[.‘1 Py
-obyl o (2hsele Ronin Yo
31 A Bloody Spear at Mount Fuji (1955).
32 Fuefukigawa (1960).
33 Keisuke Kinoshita.
34 Yojimbo (1961).
35 Sanjuro (1962).
36 The Rebel (Amakusa shiro tokisada, 1962).
37 Bushido The Cruel Code of the Samurai (1963).
38 Tadashi Imai.
39 Assassination (Ansatsu, 1964).
40 Samurai Spy (1965).
41 Rise Against the Sword (Abare Goemon, 1966).
42 Samurai Rebellion (1967).
43 Inn of Evil (Inochi Bonifuro, 1971).
44 Hitokiri (Tenchu, 1969).
45 Kill! (Kirut, 1968).
46 Red Lion (Akage, 1969).
47 Tokkan (Battle Cry, 1975).
48 Kihachi Okamoto.
49 Hanzo the Razor: Sword of Justice (GoyOkiba, 1972), director:
Kenji Misumi
Hanzo the Razor: The Snare (GoyOkiba: Kamisori Hanz0 jigoku
zeme, 1973), director: Yasuzo Masumura
Hanzo the Razor: Who's Got the Gold? (GoyOkiba: Oni no Hanz0
yawahada koban, 1974), director: Yoshio Inoue
50 Bohachi Bushido Code of The Forgotten Eight (1973).
51 Teruo Ishii.
52 Harakiri (Seppuku, 1962).
53 Revenge (Adauchi, 1964).
54 Samurai Assassin (1965).
55 Shura (Demons, 1971).
56 The Last Samurai (Okami yo rakujitsu o kire, 1974).
aS olhselw sailb k;uj 539> Ly (5)lo S Seppuku &Y
ol oS . 28,5 o plowil Spo &0 poSime (aseds ol Lad jylarady
s g i SIS ' 555 5 oS et
laz (2500 3l paw peiteots (salowga cnlo ]y olon b jliws 15> 45 Koo



oy

9SSl e 9351 (Shgels (plorw Sl (slozzl sLao S8
Sloyglanl- ool

o Sleepy Eyes of Death 12: Castle Menagerie [Nemuri KyOshir0 12:
Akujo-gari aka Castle Menagerie] (1969), director: Kazuo Ikehiro
o Nemuri KyOshirO: Engetsu Sappo (The Full Moon Swordsman,
1969), director: Kazuo Mori
o Nemuri KyOshir0: Manji Giri (Fylfot Swordplay, 1969), director:
Kazuo Ikehiro

78 Raizo Ichikawa.

79 Crimson Bat (1969-1970):
o Crimson Bat: The Blind Swordsman (Mekurano Oichi monoga-
tari: Makkana nagaradori, 1969), director: Sadastugu Matsuda
¢ Trapped, the Crimson Bat [The Blind Swordswoman: Hellish Skin
aka Mekurano Oichi jigokuhada] (1969), director: Sadastugu Mat -
suda
o Watch Out, Crimson Bat! (Mekurano Oichi midaregasa, 1969),
director: Hirokazu Ichimura
e Crimson Bat - Oichi: Wanted, Dead or Alive (Mekurano Oichi
inochi moraimasu, 1970), director: Hirokazu Ichimura

80 Lone Wolfand Cub (1972-74):
e Lone Wolf and Cub: Sword of Vengeance (Kozure Okami: Ko-
wokashi udekashi tsukamatsuru, 1972), director: Kenji Misumi
o Lone Wolf and Cub: Baby Cart at the River Styx (Kozure Okami:
Sanzu no kawa no ubaguruma, 1972), director: Kenji Misumi
e Lone Wolf and Cub: Baby Cart to Hades [Shogun Assassin 2:
Lightning Swords of Death aka Kozure Okami: Shinikazeni mukau
ubaguruma] (1972), director: Kenji Misumi
o Lone Wolfand Cub:Baby Cart in Peril [Shogun Assassin 3: Slash -
ing Blades of Carnage aka Kozure Okami: Oya no kokoro ko no ko -
koro] (1972), director: Buichi Saito
e Lone Wolf and Cub: Baby Cart in the Land of Demons [Shogun
Assassin 4: Five Fistfuls of Gold aka Kozure Okamis: Meifumado]
(1973), director: Kenji Misumi
e Lone Wolf and Cub: White Heaven in Hell [Shogun Assassin 5:
Cold Road to Hell aka Kozure Okami: Jigoku e ikuzo! Daigor0]
(1974), director: Yoshiyuki Kuroda

81 Tomisaburo Wakayama.
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Kimiyoshi Yasuda

o Zatoichi the Outlaw (ZatOichi rOyaburi, 1967), director: Satsuo
Yamamoto

o Zatoichi Challenged (ZatOichi chikemurikaidO, 1967), director:
Kenji Misumi

o Zatoichi and the Fugitives ~ (ZatOichi hatashijO, 1968), director:
Kimiyoshi Yasuda

o Samaritan Zatoichi (ZatOichi kenka-daiko, 1968), director: Kenji
Misumi

o Zatoichi Meets Yojimbo (ZatOichi to YOjinb0, 1970), director:
Kihachi Okamoto

e Zatoichi Goes to the Fire Festival (ZatOichi abare-himatsuri,
1970), director: Kenji Misumi

e Zatoichi Meets the One Armed Swordsman (Shin ZatOichi: Ya-
bure! TOjin-ken, 1971), director: Kimiyoshi Yasuda

o Zatoichi at Large (ZatOichi goyO-tabi, 1972), director: Kazuo
Mori

e Zatoichi in Desperation (Shin ZatOichi monogatari: Oreta tsue,
1972), director: Shintaro Katsu

o Zatoichi’s Conspiracy (Shin Zatdichi monogatari: Kasama no chi -
matsuri, 1973), director: Kimiyoshi Yasuda
76 Shintaro Katsu.
77 Nemuri Kyoshiro [Sleepy Eyes of Death] (1963 -69):

e Sleepy Eyes of Death 1: The Chinese Jade [Nemuri KyOshir0 1:
Sappocho aka Enter Kyoshiro Nemuri, the Swordsman] (1963 ), di-
rector: Tokuzu Tanaka

e Sleepy Eyes of Death 2: Sword of Adventure [Nemuri KyOshir0 2:
ShObu aka Adventure of Kyoshiro Nemuri] (1964), director: Kenji
Misumi

e Sleepy Eyes of Death 3: Full Circle Killing [Nemuri KyOshirO
3: Engetsugiri aka Exploits of Kyoshiro Nemuri] (1964), director:
Kimiyoshi Yasuda

e Sleepy Eyes of Death 4: Sword of Seduction [Nemuri KyOshirO
4: Joyoken aka Kyoshiro Nemuri at Bay] (1964), director: Kazuo
Ikehiro

o Sleepy Eyes of Death 5: Sword of Fire [Nemuri KyOshir0 5: Enjo -
ken aka The Swordman and the Pirate] (1965), director: Kenji Mis -
umi
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he notion to categorize and identify different

kinds of literature and arts has a great impor-
tance. In order to investigate the essence and func-
tions, a set of hypotheses known as the Genre The-
ory has been created. This theory can be followed
to Aristotle’s thesis about kinds of poetry. In the
middle of the 20th century, the neo-Aristotle school
was formed to confront the new critique school
which believed in literature free from any restraints,
any cross-references or dependence and relation-
ships with works of literature and they gave credit to
avant-garde artists who didn’t pay attention to any
established rules or conventions. Conversely, Aris-
totelians stood against these beliefs and supported
the genre theory of the late 1930’s and early 1940’s
which ultimately referred back to the romantic
school’s period. It was this confrontation that lead
other theorists of another art disciplines to attempt
to renew the use of this theoretical device in their
own specific fields of study. Genre Interpretation is
one of the most common and important topics in
cinematic arts criticism and theory. Andre Bazin and
Robert Warshow were the first ones who examined
the notion of genre in cinema. But serious and sys-
tematic studies were not done until the late 1960’s.
Firstly, most of works that were examined were
westerns and in the other genres the primary theo-
ries were not adopted by all. But it was just a be-
ginning. Writers like Lawrence Alloway, Jim Kitses,
Edward Buscombe, and Tom Ryall are among the
first generation of Cinema’s genre theory scholars.
They founded a fundamental tribune for future re-
searches. Film genre is always attributed with three
dimensions of the artistic production triangle: artist
- work of art - audience. Then, there is no doubt that

social function —i.e. basic thematic of the article - in
relation with audience aspect of the triangle is a ba-
sic part of each film genre. Generally, in film genre
and specially, in Semantic-Syntactic approach of
Rick Altman which is the most comprehensive the-
orist about film genre, social functions are investi-
gated in two contexts: ideology and ritual-myth. The
ideological part is investigated in accordance with
Althusser’s view of the ideology’s notion but the
ritual-myth aspects mostly have been derived from
Claude Levi-Strauss’s hypothesis about myths - al-
though this is only a catalyst for Altman’s opinions of
the ritual side of film genre. The article’s case study
is “Samurai Genre” or “Chambara” (its Japanese
name) as a famous and genuine non-Hollywood
film genre. The Chambara ideology in contrast with
usual reductive thoughts is not a uniform text but
through several decades in line with political, social
and cultural changes has been has shown variable
phases. On the other hand, the ritual-mythological
context roots in the feudal warriors’ culture in the
name of Samurai and generally, Japanese society
codes of honor in the feudal era. In this research,
the examinations of the ideological and ritual-myth-
ological aspects of Samurai genre reveal an appar-
ent view on interactions of the genre with society
and audiences through 1900’s to mid 1970’s.
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Cinema, Genre, Samurai Genre, ldeology, Ritual-
Mythology.

*This article is extracted from the second author’s M.A. thesis entitled: “A Generic Study of Japanese Samurai Cinema from the Beginning until 70’s” in
2017 that with supervisory of first author and advisory of the third were fulfilled in Tarbiat Modares University.
**Corresponding Author: Tel: (+98-21) 88008090, Fax: (+98-21) 82883710, E-mail: Safoora@modares.ac.ir.



