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hile every artwork needs a space for be-
W ing displayed, that space perforce entails a
boundary between the artwork and the audience.
This boundary puts the audience in the position of
the distanced viewer. And if the audience trespasses
this boundary, the meaning of the artwork will defi-
nitely change. Every period in the history of theater
has witnessed a different usage of space, either con-
ventional or unconventional, for the organization of
performances. In theater studies, it's important for
the performance researcher to pay attention to the
space of performance and the relations developed
amongst performative elements, as every sort of in-
teraction with space can transfer a different mean-
ing. Diverse divisions of space in performance would
increase performative types and hence develop new
relationships, which can help to better convey the
meaning intended by the director. Accordingly, con-
temporary directors have paid more attention to the
division of space in their performances, have used
space in different ways, and therefore altered the
type of relationship between actors and audiences,
while introducing performative types based on new
forms and contents. Schechner is one of these di-
rectors as well as one of the most important perfor-
mance theorists. Considering rituals and social ac-
tivities, he attempts to approach theater in its primal
form, which is the ritual. Meanwhile, his concern with
the spectator’s participation or active presence has
led to the formation of a new theatrical type which he
calls the “Environmental Theater” encompassing six
distinct axioms. In the environmental theater, we en-
counter a new division of space, which removes any
dissociative boundaries between the actor and the
spectator’s positions. The removal of boundaries

enables the spectator to take part in the performance
and affect the performative process with his activities
as a progressive element in space. The avoidance
of classical space divisions in performance would
generate new relationships between the actor and
the audience, which not only alters the form of per-
formance, but also causes semantic extension. Con-
temporary theories of performance, especially that
of Schechner proves to be beneficial in the study of
Puppet Theater as well. The main objective of the
present research is to incorporate Schechner’s theo-
ries of form, his usage of space and elimination of
positional boundaries into a comparative-analytical
reading methodology in order to respond to the basic
guestion of how the removal of spatial boundaries
and spatial division in Puppet Theater could create
new relationships between the main theatrical ele-
ments — that is, between actor and actor; actor and
audience. In Puppet Theater, these relations could
be traced between the puppet, the puppeteer and the
spectators, making the question of spatial elimina-
tion and the resultant relations between the puppet,
the puppeteer and the audience even more critical.
The study reveals that apparently the development
of new relationships between performative elements
in Puppet Theater is directly affected by an increase
in the number of its performative forms. Therefore,
a better recognition of new relationships in Puppet
Theater can be an influential factor in the creation of
more diverse and innovative works while involving a
new way of audience interaction and situation.

Keywords
Richard Schechner, Environmental Theatre, Pup-
pet Theater.
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