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According to the writers, the city of Isfahan has the ability to become an Islamic global
Received: city, considering its historical records and natural, political and economic capabilities
03/08/2022 - . and its strategic position in the country and the Middle East region. But due to the
Received in revised form: . L . . .
07/09/2022 economic and political challenges in recent years, especially the sanctions and recent
Accepted: economic recessions, these opportunities have been faced with risks that in this research
29/10/2022 possible scenarios (golden, stagnant and catastrophic) are examined as the Islamic
Publisher online: globalcity .This article is for reviewing and defining the Islamic global city and
20/12/2022 identifying the indicators of the Islamic global city and Analysis of possible scenarios
(golden, static and catastrophic) of Isfahan as an Islamic global city. For this purpose, it
examines the most important factors affecting the emergence of Isfahan as an Islamic
city in the world and analyzes the possible scenarios of Isfahan in a futuristic way.This
research is applied in terms of purpose and according to the studied components, the
approach is the descriptive-analytical method And environmental and Delphi scanning
technique has been used to identify variables and indicators. Based on the obtained
sources and experts' opinions, out of 168 variables of global city and Islamic City, 51
variables were obtained to identify the global Islamic City. The identified variables were
categorized based on the level of impact and placed in Mick Mac software for cross-
impact analysis matrix calculations. Finally, 16 variables including GDP, urban market
dynamics, diversity and competitiveness of commodity prices, hosting large international
companies (top 500 global companies), urban population, number of international direct
flights, number of large hotels, Number of foreign visitors, diversity of energy
production, attraction capacity of tourist sites, location in main transportation routes, low
government interference in the market and market supervision, establishment of
Keywords: international banks, existence of international stock exchanges, number of top
Islamic global city, world city, universities anq the amount 9f foreign d!rect_ investment (EDI) were obtalned_ As
Isfahan city Possible effective ke)_/ drivers of Isfghan S transfo_rmatlon into a global city. From the anaIyS|s_ of
scenarios, Futuristic approach. these 16 variables, 3 scenarios were predicted for the next 10 years in Isfahan global city.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since ancient times have been determined in cities, the destinies of civilizations and countries. In the 21st
century, under the shadow of the capitalist system, cities are moving towards globalization at a high speed,
making countries more dependent on each other and forming megacities in the world. From Friedman's (2004)
point of view, this growing process of cities has formed global cities, which has led to spatial organization and
a new international division of labor. Today, institutions and researchers have identified 50 to 150 global cities
out of 70 indicators. Of these, there are 10 cities in the first level of the world (Taylor, 2004). According to the
type of indicators defined and the economic situation of Islamic countries and the strategic position of Islamic
cities, these countries do not have a worthy place in this classification of world cities. Comparing the cities of
the world according to the defined indicators of the developed countries and the lack of indicators
corresponding to the socio-economic status of the Muslim countries on the one hand and the distancing of
Islamic cities from the phenomenon of globalization as well as the isolation of Iranian cities from the global
economy (which is due to the imposition of sanctions by the countries on the other hand, Iran's strategic
position in the Middle East and the world, on the other hand, requires further investigation to define the global
Islamic city and its characteristics and its research future. In this article, according to the findings obtained
from the thesis and based on the national and global capabilities of Isfahan and the identification of the drivers
of the development of Isfahan as an Islamic world city, it seeks to answer the question that: considering the
economic situation of the country and the region Middle East, what are the possible scenarios for the position
of Isfahan as an Islamic city in the region?

Study Area

The city of Isfahan has an important strategic position, being located in the central plateau of Iran and the coast
of Zayandehroud river and neighboring with 9 provinces of the country. In the past, this city became the great
capital in the three Diliman, Seljuk and Safavid empires due to its centrality (which has created high human
and natural security), abundant natural resources (rivers, mines and fertile plains) and a history of several
hundred years of urbanization. It had spread from Afghanistan to the Mediterranean Sea; Therefore, in this
period, the main roads of the mentioned empires ended in this city, and also with the establishment of great
rulers and thinkers in this city, the Isfahan school was formed in the fields of science and architecture and
expanded in the field of Iranian civilization. In the contemporary period, this province owns 5% of the
agricultural production of the country and with 9 thousand active industrial units, about 12% of the value of the
country's industrial production in 2016 (Iran Statistics Center, 2018). According to Table 1, this city has the top
national and global ranks in the field of economic and symbolic capitals.

Material and Methods

The current research, with a future-research approach, identifies the most important factors affecting the
emergence of Isfahan as a global city and compiles possible scenarios. This research is practical in terms of
purpose, and according to the components of the case-survey, the governing approach is descriptive-analytical.
Environmental scanning and Delphi techniques have been used to identify variables and indicators.
Environmental scanning refers to gathering and using information about events, trends and relationships in the
external environment of an organization and knowledge that helps management in planning for the future of the
organization. In this regard, in the first stage, online articles, reviews of published articles in the field of
research were used to collect the variables; Then, the semi-structured questionnaire was distributed among
experts and experts in the field of urban issues, and they were asked to rate the variables in the framework of
the cross-effects matrix, based on influence and effectiveness with numbers in the range of 0 to 3. In this
scoring, ""zero" means no effect, "one" means weak effect, "two" means moderate effect and "three" means high
effect. Then, the points were entered in the cross matrix to measure the direct and indirect influence of each
factor, and according to the score of influence and influence of the factors in MikMak software, key drivers are
obtained. In the next step, the group of experts was asked to compile the possible situations of the driving
factors. At this stage, three optimal states, static and critical, were defined for each driving factor, then the
matrix of different driving factors was designed and completed with a score of +3 to -3, and the questionnaire
was called to the SCENARIOWIZARD software to prepare a portfolio of scenarios.
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Result and Discussion

inductive method has been used to shape the scenarios. The inductive method, unlike the analogical method,
which uses only the driving factors of the research that have the highest critical uncertainties in developing
scenarios, this (inductive) method takes into account all the driving factors and key factors, and to create and
introduce the scenarios, all the factors in Each scenario is involved. According to the results obtained from
MikMak software, 16 key factors and drivers were identified, the possible situations of these 16 factors were
defined, and all these 16 factors were used in the development of scenarios, and the scenarios were based on the
opinion of experts using the Scenario Wizard software. It was found that three scenarios were the strongest
scenarios, 20 plausible scenarios and 720 scenarios were among weak scenarios. Here, the qualitative method
and analysis is used to adapt the scenarios obtained from the software with the logic of the creation of the
scenarios, in order to complement the quantitative results and give more validity to the research results, as well
as to provide a more concrete presentation of the subject, nobles and It will give more control to the researcher.
Based on the inductive method, in order to create the logic of the scenarios, all 16 obtained driving factors
should be involved in the formation of the scenarios.

Conclusion

According to the results obtained from the scenario wizard software, 320 situations have been determined for
20 scenarios, and 63 of these 360 cases are defined in the desired situation, which constitutes 19.68% of these
scenarios. 134 cases had a static condition (41.87%) and the remaining 123 cases (38.43%) had an unfavorable
condition. In general, it can be said that the desirability factor of the real scenarios is 20% and 80% are in an
unfavorable situation (static and unfavorable), which unfortunately, the forecasts have not envisioned a
favorable prospect for the emergence of Isfahan as a global city. In the following, the inductive method has
been used to shape the scenarios. The inductive method, unlike the analogical method, which uses only the
driving factors of the research that have the highest critical uncertainties in developing scenarios, this
(inductive) method takes into account all the driving factors and key factors, and to create and introduce the
scenarios, all the factors in Each scenario is involved. According to the results obtained from MikMak
software, 16 key factors and drivers were identified, the possible situations of these 16 factors were defined,
and all these 16 factors were used in the development of scenarios, and the scenarios were based on the opinion
of experts using the Scenario Wizard software. It was found that three scenarios were the strongest scenarios,
20 plausible scenarios and 720 scenarios were among weak scenarios. Here, the qualitative method and
analysis is used to adapt the scenarios obtained from the software with the logic of the creation of the scenarios,
in order to complement the quantitative results and give more validity to the research results, as well as to
provide a more concrete presentation of the subject, nobles and It will give more control to the researcher.
Based on the inductive method, in order to create the logic of the scenarios, all 16 obtained driving factors
should be involved in the formation of the scenarios.
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