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Abstract

With the development of maritime transport and the
increasing likelihood of maritime accidents, as well as
the growth of public awareness of the importance of the
marine environment, the need to prevent and reduce
marine environmental pollution has become increasingly
important for all countries, especially coastal countries.
Article 14 of the 1989 International Convention on
Salvage was enacted to meet this need and to provide
sufficient incentives for salvor who were entitled to
compensation only if property and ships were saved.
According to this article, the salvor who tries to prevent
or reduce the damage to the environment will be entitled
to receive special compensation equal to his expenses.
Although this material was an important innovation in
its time, naturally, it needs to be reformed in the current
situation. It has to be corrected, especially since the
main emphasis in this article is on compensating the
savings' expenses and the element of profit is not
included in it. The scope of the environmental damage in
the 1989 Convention is mainly coastal and territorial
waters, In practice, coastal state intervention may reduce
the success of the rescuer and thus deprive the rescuer of
all or part of the reward that might have been awarded to
the rescuer under Article 13 of the Convention.
Therefore, the coastal state benefits from the rescue
efforts, without being responsible for assisting or paying
the rescuer in Article 14.
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2. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea:
article 1: p(4) "pollution of the marine environment"
means the introduction by man, directly or indirectly, of
substances or energy into the marine environment,
including estuaries, which results or is likely to result in
such deleterious effects as harm to living resources and
marine life, hazards to human health, hindrance to
marine activities, including fishing and other legitimate
uses of the sea, impairment of quality for use of sea
water and reduction of amenities.
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1. The Special Compensation
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1. Article 12- Conditions for reward: 1. Salvage
operations which have had a useful result give right to a
reward.2. Except as otherwise provided, no payment is
due under this Convention if the salvage operations have
had no useful result.
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2. And also see ((Allen, 1991: 119)
3. Article 14 - Special compensation: 1. If the salvor has
carried out salvage operations in respect of a vessel
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which by itself or its cargo threatened damage to the
environment and has failed to earn a reward under
article 13 at least equivalent to the special compensation
assessable in accordance with this article, he shall be
entitled to special compensation from the owner of that
vessel equivalent to his expenses as herein defined.
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1. the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea:
Duty to render assistance: 2. Every coastal State shall
promote the establishment, operation and maintenance
of an adequate and effective search and rescue service
regarding safety on and over the sea and, where
circumstances so require, by way of mutual regional
arrangements cooperate with neighbouring States for
this purpose.
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