- - The Quarterly Journal of Public Law Research -—---- 5
Fall 2022, 76 (24), 183-213 5 ATU
qjpl.atu.ac.ir DMd| | PRESS

DOI: 10.22054/QJPL.2022.60355.2610

Declaration, Classification and Declassification of
Administrative Documents in Light of Right of Access
to Information in Iran and the U. S. Legal Systems

Ph.D Student, Public Law, Islamic Azad
University of Isfahan (Khorasgan) Branch,
Isfahan, Iran

Ghafor Ghahramani

Assistant Professor, Department of Public Law,
Faculty of Human Science, Islamic Azad
University, Isfahan (Khorasghan) Branch,
Isfahan, Iran

Mohammad Sharifshahi *

Assistant Professor, Department of Public Law,
Seyed Mohammad Sadegh | Faculty of Human Science, Islamic Azad
Ahmadi University of Isfahan (Khorasgan) Branch,
Isfahan, Iran

Abstract

Citizens' right of access to information as well as the regulation of the system of
classification of administrative documents are two important issues in examining the
function of a state. In principle, everyone has right to access all information, and regulating
a system of classification of documents to restrict access to information is an exception, and
it could be possible where there is a higher interest than that of right of access to
information. The way of limiting the right of free access and determining the instances of
confidentiality is the main issue of the confidentiality system governing the administrative
documents, and it raises the question that who is the authority to determine the
confidentiality of administrative documents and its classification system? Also, how is it
possible to declassify the documents? Using a comparative approach, this article endeavors
to study the similarities and differences of the classification systems of Iran and the U, S,
and while reviewing the system of declaring the classification of administrative documents
in the United States, investigates the system of classification and declassification of
documents in Iranian laws.
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Civil and Plitical Rights (New York: Oxford, 2000) at 51.
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3. Patrick Birkinshaw, Freedom of Information: The Law, The Practice and the
Ideal, Fourth Edition (Cambridge University Press, 2010) at 129.
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2. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

3. David E Pozen, “Freedom of Information Beyond the Freedom of Information
Act”, University of Pennsylvania Law Review, Vol. 165, No. 2, (2017), at 1097.

4. Central Intelligence Agency.



VAR | O1y80n 5 (a8 [onn 0 53 3150 sl (s pows 31 73,5 5 Skizaid Ol

O Ngd o b obedl Liw g OBl 4 o ws Sl i Ve dle
o bl S S e ST s e 5 S p S (0B ol S
H3 DMl Gl AT S G oK 6T b 1K 6T w3131 sles 0435
331 T 015 e 4 SAeSbT S olarl o L5 056 U9t il s
S Olmman (O 56 ol e 5l ans 0 LS L tals e 5L s Dys el 3 gms g
b a8 Olawate jI Sogline 3130 5 5 St 1yls SIg3 5 Shas ) 53 1y cago
b 03 ke Gt Gl Ail o0 O rlga opla) 5 DL 3L s Lol &S LS
w;mg&lﬁ@b)kbl(wnggjaz(salq,\il{*.,u;ﬁ@.xm,@ojsls
4o ge S SldbI L sl e Sl G bl gl 0, XS 5 Ll
Oolae 096l Jyod 511y Sl 3 s & (ligd g o Cotal O3l o bl
Sy 5 il e 0dd gunaid DMLl LSl ol p g 1SS Sl 03 S
a5 315T o i3 O M 5 3 gmmg opl bl oeT 5 5 o el 1 bl
b Ooud geinaib 55 olsl Olajle 5 i OISl 5 S Gllas Cblae 1 (DML
350 (Sle e L 51 Dbl 5 5 S 3 4 3505 35 DD G
s 8l S
Cogas Gladess 334 1) OT Wb oK el (Bai ol 5,055 e (oiz &2
3 om Sl 0a3 5 el V) @l 685 B VAPS Jlo 55 Sledbl 6315T 046
N3l sl (SOl e @ 53 335 S5y S 415 58 oo T palicw 035k
b Slhedis g Sl S8 4 5 gl e S Sl 03 S ok
Sl s Cy}s o
Ol uail 4 |5 S S 4 e 08 ¢ pes T ol 2 Ol B Hsde Sl s
Cos 1y 5 oT 4 e 058 3 &K pm 3 (S5 3585 5 w5 s, (sl

1. Central Intelligence Agency, 8/5/2018, www.cia.gov. 10/8/2019.

2. Martin E Halstuk, “Holding Spymaster Accountable After 11/9: A Proposal
Model for CIA Disclosure Requirements under The Freedom of Information Act”,
HASTINGS COMM. & ENT. L.J. 79, (2004), at 81.
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3. John Contrubis, Executive Orders and Proclamation, CRS Report for Congress,
(1999) at 26.

4. Relyea Harold, “The Presidency and the People's Right to Know, in the
Presidency and Information Policy, Center for Study of Presidency”, Washington,
D.C American Bar Association Journal, Vol. 45, No. 7 (JULY 1959, 1981), at 667-
670, 768-770 (7 pages).
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