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Abstract

Since the state responsibility refers to the accountability of the state to
individuals, its nature relies more than anything on the nature of the
relationship between individuals and the state. Given the Rousseau’s
relying upon modern subjectivity, this relationship has entered into a new
phase which is different from the former outlooks especially that of
Hobbes. Adopting an analytical approach, this article deals with the
question, "what does Rousseau's approach to the relationship between
individuals and the state imply about the concept of state responsibility?"
This essay concludes that due to Rousseau's perspective about the unity of
state and individuals, basically there is no duality which holds one
responsible against the other and the responsibility of states to individuals
is equal to one’s responsibility toward itself.
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Vol. 1 Translated by William Molesworth (London: Routledge Thoemmes Press,
1839) p. 84.
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2. Christopher Wraight, Rousseau’s the Social Contract (New York: Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2008) P. vii.
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2. Christopher Wraight, Rousseau’s the Social Contract (New York: Continuum
International Publishing, 2008) P. 38.
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1. Christopher Bertram, Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Rousseau and the
Social Contract (London: Routledge -Lon, 2004) p. 74.
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