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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Context and purpose. Entrepreneurial opportunities are situations in which technological, economic, political, social and

e Opportunity demographic changes can create an opportunity to create and offer a new phenomenon. Therefore, the aim of this study was to
Identification identify the opportunities of agricultural production businesses in the rural cooperatives of Ilam province.

Methodology/approach. In this study, the Delphi method was used. The target population of this study includes; employees
working in the Agricultural Jihad Organization of Ilam province and cities, employees working in the management of rural
cooperatives of the province and cities, CEO and board of directors of the union and rural cooperatives, board of agricultural
experts and the trade union system of Ilam province. A total of 110 people were selected as experts using purposive sampling
method. The main tools of the study are interviews and semi-structured and structured questionnaires that were designed in

e Entrepreneurial
BusinessAgriculture
e Rural Cooperatives

Received: three rounds. To analyze the Delphi stages, the statistical indices of mean, standard deviation and coefficient of variation were
1 June 2022 used to determine the degree of consensus of the participants using SPSS software.

Revised: Findings and conclusions. The results showed that cases such as; Development of mushroom production and problem solving,
7 August 2022 development of native poultry production, development of honey production and problem solving of honey treatment,
Accepted; development of medicinal plants, development of livestock breeding (sheep, lamb and goat) and development of city gardens
18 September 2022 such as grapes and pomegranates and fruits and products market Garden, are some of the opportunities are available in all
Available online: counties. ) ) . . o ) .

21 September 2022 Originality. The review of previous studies shows that opportunity recognition is a subject that has received much less

attention compared to opportunity evaluation, and in the vast literature of entrepreneurship, not many materials are found
about the behaviors of entrepreneurial opportunity recognition. Therefore, in this study, the opportunities of productive
businesses in the agricultural sector for the rural cooperatives of Ilam province have been identified.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. Entrepreneurial opportunities are situations in which technological, economic, political, social and
demographic changes can create an opportunity to create and offer a new phenomenon. Identifying the opportunities of
entrepreneurial businesses can lead to the improvement of the performance of rural cooperatives to some extent. Due to the fact
that no study has been done regarding the identification of agricultural business opportunities for the rural cooperatives of Ilam
province. This research aims to shed light on the way ofrural cooperatives in the direction of developing rural areas and achieving
sustainable rural development by studying and providing opportunities and suggestions. Therefore, the aim of this study was to
identify the opportunities of agricultural production businesses in the rural cooperatives of Ilam province.
Methodology/approach. In this study, the Delphi method was used. The target population of this study includes; employees
working in the Agricultural Jihad Organization of Ilam province and cities, employees working in the management of rural
cooperatives of the province and cities, CEO and board of directors of the union and rural cooperatives, board of agricultural
experts and the trade union system of Ilam province. A total of 110 people were selected as experts using purposive sampling
method. The main tools of the study are interviews and semi-structured and structured questionnaires that were designed in three
rounds. To analyze the Delphi stages, the statistical indices of mean, standard deviation and coefficient of variation were used to
determine the degree of consensus of the participants using SPSS software.

Findings and conclusions. The results showed that cases such as; Development of mushroom production and problem solving,
development of native poultry production, development of honey production and problem solving of honey treatment,
development of medicinal plants, development of livestock breeding (sheep, lamb and goat) and development of city gardens such
as grapes and pomegranates and fruits and products market Garden, are some of the opportunities are available in all counties.
According to its geographical location, Ilam province is a four-season province, and each city has many potentials for the
production of various agricultural products due to its geographical location and climate. The economy of Ilam province is based
on agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry. Due to the presence of rural cooperatives in the province, which has been
providing services for several decades and has a good performance in meeting the needs of the people living in the region, as well
as the existence of sufficient infrastructure in the cooperatives, it is possible to take the necessary measures in order to fulfill the
identified opportunities based on priority be done.

Originality. The review of previous studies shows that opportunity recognition is a subject that has received much less attention
compared to opportunity evaluation, and in the vast literature of entrepreneurship, not many materials are found about the
behaviors of entrepreneurial opportunity recognition. Therefore, in this study, the opportunities of productive businesses in the
agricultural sector for the rural cooperatives of [lam province have been identified.
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