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Context and purpose. Nowaodays, one of the most important components of organizational success is
performance improvement. Based on this, the current research was conducted with the aim of investigating
the factors affecting the performance of development and urban cooperatives with a social
entrepreneurship approach in Semnan province.

Methodology/approach. The statistical population of this research consists of the members and board
members of the development and urban cooperatives of Semnan province, 384 of whom were selected by
Stratified Random Sampling technique. The data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire.
Structural equation modeling by partial least squares method was used for data analysis.

Findings andconclusions. The results showed that each of the dimensions of the development foundation
of development cooperatives (social, economic, and environmental dimensions) and the dimensions of
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Contextand purpose. Nowaodays, organizations operate in a competitive environment and seek to improve their performance because
they increase their profitsthrough performance improvement. In fact, one of the most important components of organizational success is
performance improvement. Performance isaffected by several factorssuch as participation, level of entrepreneurship, etc. Therefore,
performance improvement dependson attentionto several intervening variables. T hese variables may be different depending on

For example, identifying investment opportunities in social environmentsanddriving people's participation in this different contexts.
field through a group work formsa great power that hassignificant capabilities for local development and improvingthe performance of
the institutions formingthis group work. Based on this, the current research was conducted with the aim of investigating the factors
affectingthe performance of development and urban cooperativeswith asocial entrepreneurship approach in Semnan province.
Methodology/approach. T he statistical population of this research consists of the members and board members of the development and
urban cooperativesof Semnan province, 384 of whom were selected by Stratified Random Sampling technique. The datawere collected
using a researcher-made questionnaire. Structural equation modeling by partial least squares method was used for data analysis. For this
purpose, measurement and structural models were estimated, and in the evaluation of the structural model, the exploratory assumptions
determined in the final model were taken into consideration.

Findings and conclusions. T he results showed that each of the dimensions of the development foundation of development cooperatives
(social, economic, and environmental dimensions) and the dimensions of public participation (sense of social belonging, solidarity and
social interactions, citizens' satisfaction with life, gender, and education) has an effect on the performance of development and urban
cooperatives. Also, the results showed that the intervening conditions have a significant effect on the performance of development and
urban cooperativesin Semnan. Intervening conditions include benevolent and spiritualistic behaviors that mainly originate from individual
and social beliefs and can affect performance. This means that in the work environment, people may show more active participation in
activities with the aim of achieving spirituality and with the intention of benevolence.

Originality. On the one hand, the results of this research provide the necessary insights to improve performance and strengthen public
participation, andon the other hand, it provides a framework based on which the mechanisms of strengtheningsocial participation, social
entrepreneurship, and organizational performance can be understood more easily.
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