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Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this study is to design a talent
identification model in student sports with emphasis on
psychological factors.

Methods & Materials: Current study in terms of purpose is
applied and in terms of How to collect the data it was
descriptive-survey. In the first (qualitative) part for field
interviews, the statistical population of the research were
experienced sports teachers, university professors and
researchers in the field of talent identification in sports and
sports psychologists who were selected purposeful (standard)
for qualitative interviews. In the research topic were selected
(12 interviews with 12 people and continued to the point of
theoretical saturation). In the second (quantitative) part, after
collecting the information obtained from the qualitative
research, a questionnaire was made and this questionnaire (30
items in the form of two components of psychological factors
and individual characteristics) was distributed among sports
teachers in Kermanshah.

Results: The results showed that 30 concept codes and two
(Psychological factors & Individual characteristics) main
categories are the most important indicators of the talent
identification model in student sports with emphasis on
psychological factors.
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Conclusions: According to the results obtained from this
research and also comparing its results with other researches,
it can be concluded that the structures obtained from this
research were also mentioned in other researches; but in no
research, all these factors in the students' society had not been
examined and explored scientifically. Therefore, it is necessary
that the managers and guardians of student sports (school
sports teachers, school principals, education-physical training
managers, student sports federation and other sports
guardians of the country) from the results of this research in
order to improve the measurement of the index. To use sports
talent detection methods in students.

Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Talent is a term commonly used in
society and can be applied to
several areas, including education,
music and sports. Although this
term is commonly used, the
definitions of talent are
inconsistent and vague, leading to
contradictions in society and
science. In sports environment,
talent is defined as "the presence or
absence of specific skills or qualities
identified in the past that are
relevant to or predict the future
performance of the specialist."
However, this definition does not
meet the necessary criteria. On the

other hand, in the studies
conducted by researchers, the
issues related to identification,
selection and development of

sports talents have been examined;
however, the researchers have
focused on limited topics and most
studies have dealt with the

identification of sports talents.
Talent focuses on the
anthropometric  and physical
characteristics of athletes with very
limited research into cognitive,
perceptual, and / or psychological
factors.

The present study can be important
from several angles. The first case is
the lack of research resources in the
field of psychological factors
affecting sports talent
identification, which has been less
addressed in  national and
international sources. The second
case is the importance of identifying
psychological factors in sports
talent identification. Because the
nature of exercise is associated with
a lot of stress and tension, and
emotions are either very desirable
or undesirable, which becomes
much more important in childhood
and adolescence when people have
not vyet reached emotional
maturity. Therefore, in the process
of talent identification in student
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sports, more attention should be
paid to psychological factors and
students who are in a good position
in each of the factors identified in
this study should be selected. The
most  important reason for
conducting the present study is that
the current situation of talent
identification in student sports is
not favorable in general. Hence, it
seems to be necessary to study and
analyze talent identification in
student sports from different
angles. The purpose of this study is
to investigate the factors affecting
sports talent in student sports with
emphasis on psychological factors.
In fact, the goal is to identify the
psychological factors and factors
affecting sports talent in athletic
students. Therefore, it is hoped that
the results of the present study will
pave the way for improving the
situation of sports talent in
students, because this study is
supposed to identify and analyze
important and effective
psychological factors.

Materials and Methods

The present study was an applied
study in terms of purpose, and in
terms of how to collect the data, it
was descriptive-survey research
because no manipulation has been
done on variables and factors based
on the research approach. The
study’s participants were students.
In the first stage, the qualitative

method of content analysis was
used to construct the model, and
the guantitative descriptive-
analytical method and the
correlation type based on the
structural equation model were
used to test the model. The
research method was consecutive
exploratory; That is, it was first
gualitative and then quantitative.
The tools used in this study were
developed after the interview and
reaching theoretical saturation,
which includes 30 items in the form
of 2 components of psychological
factors and individual
characteristics, and in five Likert
options (strongly agree, 5 points
and strongly disagree, 1 point). The
statistical population of the
qualitative part of this study
includes veteran sports teachers,
university professors and
researchers in the field of talent
identification in student sports and
sports psychologists, who were
purposefully selected for
gualitative interviews on the
subject of the research (12
interviews with 12 people and

continued to the point of
theoretical saturation). The
statistical population of

quantitative research also includes
physical education teachers in
Kermanshah; this number includes
254  teachers. According to
Morgan's table, 152 teachers were
selected and the questionnaires
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were distributed randomly among
them. Qualitative research data
were analyzed through coding
process. The data analysis process
was performed through open
coding and axial coding and ended
with the presentation of a logical
paradigm or visual representation
of the developing theory. In the
guantitative part, two methods of
descriptive statistics and inferential
statistics were wused. In the
descriptive statistics section, the
mean and frequency percentage
were used to express the
demographic characteristics of the
research. Additionally, elongation
and skewness indices are used to
investigate the distribution of data
(normal or abnormal) and to
investigate and answer research
questions and draw and develop a
measurement model and structural
model of SPSS software. Version 24
and Piels Smart version 2.0 were
used. The reliability and validity of
both interview and questionnaire
tools were confirmed. In the first
step of coding, each of the main
categories related to the research
model was extracted. This was done
in the form of answering one of the
research questions: What are the
psychological components affecting
talent identification in student
sports? After the codes were
labeled with the original codes
based on events and facts, the
initial codes were formed. Then,

three experts reviewed the original
codes and modified them based on
their codings on the documents.
Therefore, in the quality
assessment section of the primary
codes, the method of trinity or
triangulation has been used.

Findings

The findings showed that the
categories are the same as the
central code. Thus, the results
revealed that two categories of
psychological factors and personal
characteristics are psychological
factors in talent identification in
student sports. All fits related to the
structural equation model were
confirmed. According to T-value
values, all relationships in the
model are more than 2.58, so at the
level of 0.99, two components of
research are psychological factors
in talent identification in student
sports.

Conclusion

Managers and guardians of student
sports (school sports teachers,
school principals, physical

education directors, student sports
federation and other sports
guardians of the country) from the
results of this research in order to
improve the measurement of sports
talent indicators in  science.
Students should use it to witness
the improvement of student sports
and finally championship sports.

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public License



89 Sport Psychology Studies, Volume 11, No 40, 2022

Therefore, it can be concluded that
the current research fills the gap in
other researches in the field of
finding sports talent in students,
and it can also be a suitable guide
for the guardians of student sports
in order to identify the potential
sports talents of the country.

Article Message

The results showed that 30 concept
codes and two (Psychological
factors & Individual characteristics)
main categories are the most
important indicators of the talent
identification model in student
sports with emphasis on
psychological factors.
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