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Abstract

By examining the conceptual metaphors used in sports texts, one can understand the kind
of view that subconsciously exists behind the minds of writers. To find such viewpoints,
the metaphors used in the two newspapers, Khabar-e-Varzeshi and Abrar-e-Varzeshi in
2019 were examined to obtain conceptualization methods hidden behind the produced
texts. To that end, the researcher used the critical analysis of metaphor suggested by
Charteris-Black (2004) as the research method that is the result of a combination of
cognitive approaches, critical discourse analysis, pragmatics and corpus, as well as the
conceptual metaphors approach introduced by Lakoff and Johnson (1980) as a theoretical
framework for data analysis. The main issue of this study is to address which areas of
source domain are used in the conceptualization of sports news in football? Why? To
answer this question, the articles related to the year 2019 were collected, then were saved
in a Word file as a corpus, and three steps of Charteris - Black were done. In this regard,
we studied 400 news for the first and second six months of the 2019 that included 94.955
words to recognize metaphors. Since one of the features of sport language is war
metaphors and spreading these metaphors in sport discourse, but completely unlikely the
studies showed that football metaphors are less violent and even aesthetically are the field
of pleasing from human activities and nonviolent domains that can be structured by
authors.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Discourses attempt at grasping power by controlling the minds of the audience. In
sports, the discourse subconsciously determines the speech and writing patterns
of those involved. In fact, it has a kind of effect on the sub- conscience of the
people in this analysis, an attempt was made to critically analyze the metaphor in
the sports texts of Abrar and Khabar newspapers based on Charteris Black
analysis model to determine the commonalities and differences between
metaphors and conceptual metaphors used in high-circulation sports newspapers
in Iran. The new definition of metaphor is different from traditional definition. It
actually exists at the heart of our daily lives, and determines the way we look at
the world of sports and different dimensions in sports issues. The metaphors used
by sports journalists also reflect their attitudes towards sports. Hence, we intend
to examine these views in sports, especially football, with the help of the theory
of Lakoff and Johnson, and Charteris Black.

Materials and Methods

The theoretical framework was based on the theory of Lakoff and Johnson
introduced in 1980 with the publication of the book ‘The Metaphors We Live by”.
In that study, they systematically collected organized metaphorical linguistic data
claimed to reflect the structure of conventional thought in human mind. Our
method was mostly based on three-steps of Charteris-Black's (2004) critical
metaphor analysis approach. Critical metaphor analysis is based on cognitive
linguistics, cultural and social factors in the use of language and the connection
with discourse fascinated by critical discourse analysis with the results of research
in cognitive linguistics (Lee, 2016).

The researcher used the data of two sites to study the sports discourse in Iran and
to answer the main question of the study including:

1- https://www.pishkhan.com/rooznameh/AbrarSport

2-  https://www.khabarvarzeshi.com/

Some articles related to 2019 were collected and saved in a Word file as a corpus.
This study used the corpus-based method, so there was no direction in the research
and the data were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. Qualitative research
is required in the selection of research questions as they determine what is needed
in a corpus. In fact, qualitative analysis is crucial about criterion of language
usage. Without a little analysis, we will not be able to show the new or common
specific metaphors because these are slightly dependent on findings. This type of
analysis is also needed to interpret the pragmatic role of metaphors, whether with
a negative or positive value.

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen


https://www.pishkhan.com/rooznameh/AbrarSport
https://www.khabarvarzeshi.com/

289 Sport Management Studies, Volume 14, No 73, 2022

Finally, based on the results obtained, it is possible to identify which field of
economic, commercial, religious, educational, etc., sports texts have been used
the most.

The corpus of football consisted of 94,955 words which included two parts: data
related to first six months of 2019, and those of second six months same year. This
study is a diachronic study.

Findings

The source domains for describing the sport of football in the two sports
newspapers were: building and housing, war, travel, body, fire, climate, animals,
lighting, and plants. In this regard, 400 news in the first and second months of
2019 consisting of 94,955 words during this time were reviewed.

Each report was examined to find metaphors, and the frequency of occurrence of
metaphors was obtained by the following classification:

Metaphor of travel (113 times), health (62 times) and war (50 times)

The metaphors used in these cases are the most widely used examples obtained
from the review of news texts in the Abrar-e-Varzeshi and Khabar-e-Varzeshi
newspapers in the second six months. The conceptual metaphors like football is
war / football is business / football is gambling / football is building were
concluded.

The conceptual metaphor "football is war" is one of the most common metaphors
of sports discourse where competitors are regarded as enemies, competition as the
battlefield and goal as victory. The most commonly used metaphor is strategy.
Metaphors belonging to this source of domains include war, battle, protest and
threat.

We can divide the metaphors of conflict into three sub-categories: metaphors of
defense, metaphors of attack, and metaphors of struggle. These classifications are
based on semantic tendencies of metaphor.

Findings

This study demonstrates the importance of language in the polarization of sport
with an ethnic and racial perspective. First, the sport of football is emphasized as
an inseparable skill, and the sport is supported in such a way that other sports,
such as wrestling, are automatically showed weak and insignificant. The cognitive
rhetoric reveals these appearances and concealments.

In this study, we tried to use cognitive linguistic findings and cognitive discourse
analysis to take a deeper look at what is presented to the audience in sports
writings especially in the field of football. The studies of text showed that in order
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to properly understand the hidden beliefs and current thoughts behind the minds
of the authors, one can use the theoretical foundations of cognitive linguistics and
cognitive discourse analysis and get a clearer picture of such texts.
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150 Ups and Downs ce.is g 31,8 Road osl> 4
110 Disagree 3 Sa.> Fights &> 5
85 Accusation sl Court o5sls 6
1 Galaxy ;lases Star o,k 7
1 Score o . Zero ,ao 8
1 Food 51,5 Bitter b 9
1 Building ;,LexsL Project o35, 10
1 War S Opponent . ,> 11
1 Test ;5051 Option a5 12
1 High Object i o - & Fall Lga. 13
1 Thermometer z.les Under Zero ,io ,; 14

93293101 9 339 3 aclijey ;3 WWAA JLw pgd dale (ficls )3 5,15 5 (s oy laisl -F Jgur
Table 4- The most common metaphors in the Second Six Months of 2019 in Abrar
& Khabar-e Varzeshi Newspapers

Slaas NERVPRNT] [RVPPYNT]
Number Target Domain Source Domain
1321 Football JLsss War S
952 Football Jusss Business ...
731 Football JLss Building ;LusLe
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Table 5- Source Domains were Identified in Two Sports Newspapers
E989 w00

Percentage ool o bl o @,
of High Frequency Metaphorical Name Row
Occurrence
se,s 10 Lion ,.x Animals by~ 1
o, 9 Light-Darkness s, ,b- o, Light ,s 2
ae,s 10 Root az,, Plant oLs 3
KWRY . Hunger X..5 Food and Drink oo g lde 4
20,09 Foundation ;,s.laigs Building LasLe 5
s, 10 Trip aw Trip ,au 6
ae,s 40 Defense gl War &> 7
KW wind sl Weather lga 4 &1 8
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