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Introduction: In the current era and in the light of the communication
revolution, there have been changes in the concept of power that the design
of Smart Power indicates such a change, so researchers believe that by
identifying the components of Smart Power in sport, the traditional and
purely soft prospective of sport can be changed and finally they aimed to rank
the obtained components.

Methods: The study paradigm is pragmatism and its approach is a combination that
in the first stage is qualitative and exploratory and the second stage is descriptive-
survey. Using purposive sampling method in the first stage, 15 participants including
sports management and political science experts were interviewed and the collected
data were analyzed with MAXQDA 2020 software.

Results: Results in the exploratory phase revealed 6 main components including
Events, Deprivational, Economic, Human, Ideological, and Scientific. In the second
phase, to rank the identified factors, the questionnaires were distributed among 18
experts in both sports management and political science fully acquainted with the
subject and then the results were analyzed in the AHP software showing that the
results of the ranking in order of weight were Events, Deprivation, Economic,
Human, Ideological, and Scientific.

Conclusion: Consequently, it turned out that in addition to the purely soft and
beautiful scenes in sports, history has also witnessed tough saber-rattling in the smart
power perspective. It is suggested that Iran take a step towards smart power in sports
by using the existing potentials and cooperating with domestic and international
institutions and considering law and international relations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction Despite the beautiful face of sports, which is
often classified as soft power, its nature will be variable
depending on the way and goals of using the social political
functions of sports (Ahmadipour et al., 2010: 3). Therefore, the
study aimed to transform the traditional and merely soft view
of sports by introducing components such as sanctions, threats,
terror, etc. through identifying the components of smart power
in sports and finally prioritized the obtained components

Methods

The research paradigm is pragmatism and the research approach
is the mixed method which is qualitative and exploratory in the
first phase and descriptive-survey in the second phase. The
research population included experts and specialists in sports
management and political science. Hence, 15 participants were
interviewed. The quantitative phase of the identified
components was provided to 30 experts in sports management
and political science. Finally, the coding method was used to
analyze the interviews in the qualitative part, and the
MAXQDA 2020 software was used in three steps for
component extraction and analysis. Hierarchical analysis and
Expert Choice software were also used to rank the components
of Smart power.

Results

The findings revealed the existence of 6 main
components including  Eventual, Deprivational,
Economic, Human, ldeological and scientific. And the
ranking results in order of weight are as follows: 1.
Eventual 2. Deprivational 3. Economic 4. Human 5.
Ideological 6. Scientific.

Conclusion

The results of data coding to identify the human indicators of
Smart power in sports showed that there are 2 categories
including "the influence of sports heroes in persuading the
public opinion of nations" and "the influence of legionnaire
athletes" as Human indicators of smart power in sports. In the
following, data coding to identify Eventual indicators of smart
power in sports revealed 4 main categories including " Sport
exchanges", "Olympic Truce", "hosting the Olympic Games
and the World Cup aimed at gaining power and wealth”,
"Improving the international image by hosting major
international events", "Conquering the minds and hearts of the
public by winning". The findings showed that 8 categories
including "avoiding competition with athletes from certain
countries”, "parliamentary support for not competing with
athletes from other countries"”, "legitimizing or delegitimizing
countries through sports”, "the right to vote positively or
negatively in international sports organizations”, Referee's
Injustice", "suspension of sports federations”, "media boycott",
and “participation or non-participation in world sports
competitions (such as Olympics)" also exist as Deprivational
indicators of smart power in sports. Further, the findings
showed that there are 3 categories including "the influence of

sports brands", "banking and financial sanctions against
countries' sports”, and "successful economic structure in sports"
as Economic indicators of smart power in sports. The fifth part
of the findings showed that there are 2 main categories
including "political components" and "cultural components™ as
Ideological indicators of Smart power in sports. Based on the
findings, there are two categories of “directing sports
researchers’ mind in international journals" and "sports
scholarships" as scientific indicators of smart power in sports.
Hence, in relation to the obtained result, it seems that the
indicators of sports events (Eventual) are more important than
other indicators of smart power in sports. The reason for this
issue can be seen in the great power of sports events in this era,
which can be considered from the view point of political,
cultural, economic, social, etc.
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