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Abstract

In “The Pear Tree” from the collection Elsewhere (2000), Goli Targhi presents a
first-person narrative about a writer and university professor who struggles to
overcome scientific stagnation, face the past, and reassess his achievements and
losses. In the background of these struggles, there is the Damavand garden and
the pear tree which symbolize the flourishing and static contradiction within the
narrator-character. The present article reads the narrative in terms of Eric
Erikson’s psychosocial theory to analyze its crises of character development. The
significance of this study is in explaining the roots of the narrator’s motivations
and feelings which can lead to a better understanding of the complexity of the
role of social and psychological concerns in overcoming his personality crises.
Since the narrator is in his late sixties, the range that can be considered as the
end of middle age and the beginning of the period after it, the 7th and 8th stages
of Erikson’s development are used in the analysis of his personality. These stages
are characterized by the binaries of “generativity vs. stagnation” and “ego
integrity vs. despair” and can lead to the acquisition of the moral virtues of
“care” and “wisdom.” This study concludes that while the narrator-character
succeeds in passing through the 7th stage and acquiring the virtue of care, he is
somewhat unsuccessful in the struggle for the acquisition of ego integrity and
wisdom, although at the end of the story he evidently tries to achieve them.

Keywords: “The Pear Tree”, Psychoanalytical Criticism, Personality Crisis,
Generativity, Integrity

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Psychological mechanisms, such as projection, association and stream of
consciousness, play an important role in Goli Taraghi’s “The Pear Tree,” which
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revolves around the emotions and motivations of the protagonist. The present
study draws on Erik Erikson’s psychosocial theory to analyze the middle-age
concerns of the protagonist from a psychoanalytical point of view in order to
arrive at a better understanding of the protagonist.

2. Theoretical Framework

Erik Erikson’s psychosocial theory has been adopted as the theoretical
framework of the present study. The focus of the study is on the 7th and 8th
characteristics of Erikson theory of development, which cover middle age and
later. This period is characterized by “generativity vs. stagnation” and
“integrity vs. despair.”

3. Methodology

In the present article, Erik Erikson’s psychosocial theory has been used to
analyze the concerns connected with a specific period of the protagonist of
Goli Taraghi’s “The Pear Tree.” The characteristics of the 7th and 8th stages of
Erikson’s theory have been focused on in the study of this text.

4. Discussion and Analysis

The pear tree symbolizes ‘generativity vs. stagnation’. Numerous references to
this tree make the narrator remember his sterility. Throughout the story, the
protagonist struggles in his mind with his sterility and middle-age crisis, with
the outside world being symbolized through the garden. He finds himself
destined to fight the stagnation and achieve generativity through writing,
which in a way makes him isolated in the story. He shows signs of the
emotional crisis associated with the end of the middle age, which according to
Erikson is the 7th stage of development. His inability to write can symbolize
crises associated with the 7th and 8th stages of development.

5. Conclusion

“The Pear Tree” is packed with descriptions of the psychosocial condition of
the protagonist. The protagonist experience two crises throughout the story.
The first half of the story mostly deals with ‘generativity vs. stagnation’, while
the second part revolves around ‘integrity vs. despair’. The protagonist
successfully overcomes the ‘generativity vs. stagnation’. The virtue of ‘wisdom’
can be gained for him after encountering the ‘integrity vs. despair’ binary
opposition.
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