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Abstract

According to Roland Barthes, all texts employ five codes for creating textual
signification: the hermeneutic code, the semantic code, the proairetic code, the
symbolic code, and the cultural code. The meaning of a text can be understood
through opening up these codes. In this article, “The Tale of the Lion and the
Cow,” one of the most important chapters of Kalileh and Demneh, has been
studied and analyzed based on the following three codes: proairetic,
hermeneutic, and semantic. The article shows that the story, containing
complicated semantic and coded layers, can be studied based on Bathes’ model,
particularly through the three codes listed above. The findings indicate that from
the perspective of the proairetic and hermeneutic codes, the narrative includes
both a main sequence and a secondary sequence, which are closely connected.
Moreover, in the semantic code, the story includes implied significations, with a
significant relationship among the elements of the tale, the actions of the
characters and the symbolic aspects of the tale. The examination of the semiotic
elements help to identify covert layers in the allegories of this important work of
Persian literature in which the most central actions are leaving and death, which
are consistent with the political atmosphere of the story.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

New literary schools and theories can be effectively used to reveal hidden
layers in texts and provide us the possibility of new readings of them.
According to semiotics, which has been used extensively in the analysis of
literary texts, meaning is produced through structures of interdependent signs,
codes and contracts.

2. Theoretical Framework

Codes are of vital importance in semiotics. They turn signs into significant
systems and, thus, lead to the development of a relationship between the
signifier and the signified. Codes represent the social aspects of signs.
Narrative codes were first introduced by Roland Barthes in his reading of
Balzac’s “Sarrasine.” He believes that every text is formed through five codes
so that textual signification is created. In the present study, Barthes’ concepts
are adopted to analyze the codes in “The Tale of the Lion and the Cow” from
Kalileh and Demneh.

3. Methodology

Using Barthes’ semiotic model, “The Tale of the Lion and the Cow” has been
analyzed in the present study. For this purpose, instances of these codes were
identified and three types of hermeneutic, proairetic and semantic codes were
examined.

4. Discussion and Analysis

In the present study, attempt has been made to examine the semiotic
elements and analyze the signs in order to identify covert layers in allegories in
an important work of Persian literature. Kalileh and Demneh is replete with
political and social allegories. In this article, a semiotic approach is adopted to
study the hidden layers and aesthetic signification of this story. Of the five
types of codes discussed by Barthes, hermeneutic, proairetic and semantic
codes have been focused on in the present article.

5. Conclusion

Due to its labyrinthine semantic structure, “The Tale of the Lion and the Cow”
has been examined based on Roland Barthes’ theory of codes. Three important
codes can be detected in the story, with quite a similar frequency, a quality
that is consistent with allegorical literature, in which each layer is closely
connected with another layer. This makes it possible for every sign to be
interpreted through all the three codes identified in this story. In the semantic
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code, the story includes implied significations, with a significant relationship
among the elements of the tale, the actions of the characters and the symbolic
aspects of the tale. In the proairetic code, the narrative includes both a main
sequence and a secondary sequence, which are closely connected. The most
important actions in this tale are leaving and death, which are consistent with
the political atmosphere of the story.
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