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Abstract

One of the common beliefs of the heavenly religions about man is the purposefulness of his
creation. All these religions consider the knowledge of God as a condition for achieving the
transcendent goal. of course, the steps and how to identify thikers idea are different. According the
Qur'anic teachings, Molavi considers the knowledge of God as the ground for piety, remembrance,
guidance, salvation, attaining mercy, worship, happiness, and most importantly, attaining the position
of Caliph. The present research seeks to answer the question that from the point of view of Molavi,
what is the logical relationship between knowing God and having them? Molavi considers the
knowledge of God as the basis for attaining the position of succession has three general levels:
superficial (colloquial), business (intellectual) and exploratory (mystical). In his view, there is a
logical relationship between the above levels: superficial knowledge is a necessary prelude to the
emergence of rational knowledge, and intuitive knowledge appears and continues after the perfection
of rational knowledge. This article, while extracting and arranging the above-mentioned logical levels
according to Molavi, concludes that the sources of knowledge in Molavi’s theology are numerous and
there is no conflict between them, but there is a kind of logical connection and order between the
mentioned levels.
Keywords: Mulavi, Masnavi, Knowledge, Superficial, Rational, intuition.

1. Introduction

Meditation on the purpose of human creation is one of the common themes of the
heavenly religions, and all these religions consider the matter of ‘knowing God’ as a
condition for achieving this purpose. In thinkers’ perspective, there are someidifferences in
the stages and the way to know God. Among Muslim thinkers, Jalaluddin Mulavi, using the
teachings of the Qur'an in his Masnavi, has expressed the knowledge of God in stages and
levels. He expresses important theological issues and in general every thought in the eloguent
and elegant language of poetry, and center of his salvation thought is the love of the One God.
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In Masnavi, Mulavi does not speak in a scientific (logical and philosophical) and
categorized style, but he speaks truths in the language of poetry, in the form of stories and
anecdotes, mixed with similes and allegories, with unique elegance and art, including the
levels of man's knowledge of God. According to Mulavi’s thoughts in Masnavi, this research
attempts to analyze the categories and levels of knowledge of God and classify it in the same
direction. Therefore, we seek to answer the following questions:
- In Mulavi’s Masnavi theology, what are the levels of human knowledge of God?
- What is the logical relation of the mentioned levels in the theology?
2-Research Method

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method to explain and analyze the levels of
divine knowledge and how they relate to each other in Masnavi theology. We have tried to
obtain a system of thought about Mulavi’s thought in the subject of research by extracting the
relevant verses from the spiritual Mashavi and categorizing them under each subject.
Masnavi’s descriptions and related books and articles have also been considered for this
purpose.
3-Discussion

From the philosophers' point of view, cognition is hierarchical, or in other words,
skeptical (severe and weak). Mulavi does not speak in the style of philosophers and their
terms, however, some philosophical points and issues can be found in his sayings. One of
these issues is the issue of cognition in general and, consequently, divine knowledge. He
considers man's knowledge of God to have levels and degrees. By philosophical analysis of
Mulavi’s Masnavi theology in the field of religious knowledge, three levels of knowledge can
be extracted: superficial, acquisitive and exploratory. Each of these three types of knowledge
has their own characteristics.

3-1. Superficial knowledge: As its name implies, this kind of cognition is not in principle
worthy of the name of knowledge; It usually occurs spontaneously and involuntarily. This
knowledge is not based on official sources and principles and is acquired by human beings as
a result of daily interactions; just like a person who becomes acquainted with their language
and customs because of living in an area. Regarding Mulavi’s mysterious words in the field of
religion, some general examples of superficial knowledge can be listed as following:

A) Imitation: Acceptance of religious teachings through worship and imitation of persons
and sources - although they are reliable and trustworthy - is a clear example of superficial
knowledge.

B) Sensory and imaginary knowledge: Another example of superficial knowledge is
sensory and imaginary knowledge, which is inevitable in some stages of human life. Mulavi
says that it is not possible for everyone to be beyond the imagination; most mystics'
revelations and observations are in the realm of imagination, and only a few of them step
beyond the realm of imagination.

3-2. Acquisitive knowledge.

Acquisitive knowledge is a cognition that is based on formal sources and foundations. A
clear example of this is intellectual and experimental knowledge. Intellect and reasoning are
the most basic tools for acquiring this type of knowledge. Mulavi "considers science and
knowledge as the soul and spirit of the world that if we consider all the phenomena and truths
of the universe as a body, knowledge is its soul" (Jafari, 1361: 1, 468). Mulavi considers the
sciences and intellectual teachings of philosophers, which are the result of tortuous arguments
and are incapable of direct confrontation with the truth, as obvious examples of professional
knowledge that is subject to the power of reason of the reasoner.
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3-3. exploratory knowledge: Exploratory knowledge is the same as inner observations,
which follow almost no rules of the intellectual and empirical sciences (sensory = scientific
experience). Intuitive revelation and knowledge, without the mediation of scientific concepts
and forms or the intervention of the rules of rational reasoning, arises in the heart of a person
and brings with it such certainty that its bearer sees himself as needless of any argument. In
Mulavi's theology, Exploratory knowledge has a transcendent status because love is born of it.
In light of this, communication with the beloved will be enjoyable and transformative. He
considers the love of God to have signs. One of the most important signs of love is
humiliation and submission of the lover to the commands and prohibitions of the beloved.

4- Conclusion

In Mulavi’s theology, the path of God’s creation is not viewed from one  angle and
dimension. He tries to reflect and research the differences between the masters of religions
and sects and even the masses of people in accordance with the mental capacity and the
spiritual world of human beings. According to Mulavi, the knowledge of the beloved has
levels that are related to each other and the path of divine sciences and knowledge inevitably
fall into one of these three levels. The first is the level of superficial knowledge that all human
beings experience. The distinctive feature of this stage is being influenced by feelings,
emotions, relying on imitation and acquisitive sciences and knowledge. The majority of
people remain at this stage; thus, their theology and religious beliefs may be mixed with
superstitions and incorrect attitudes in theology. The second level is acquisitive knowledge.
Its distinctive feature is based on rational cognition and appears after intellectual development
and escape from the trap of imitation and imagination. At this stage, the damage caused by
imitative sciences and knowledge and the interventions of imagination decreases, but it does
not bring certain knowledge and true faith. In Mulavi’s theology, these types of knowledge
are among the professional sciences that understand only the appearance of things and lack
sufficient efficiency in theology. He mentions this group of sciences with descriptions such as
"science of the body", "imitation science”, " acquisitive science”. The third level of
knowledge in Mulavi's theology is the knowledge of discovery, which depends on completing
the apparent purity, passing through the credit Qibla, and attaining the inner purity and the
true Qibla. According to Mulavi, true faith is this latest level of knowledge, and the soul
possesses it as a sacrifice that sacrifices all selfishness and the vanityof the soul to the
beloved, and is the gateway to the truth and unity with him. In Mulavi's system of romantic
theology, there is a kind of logical order and connection between the mentioned levels. The
superficial level of the introduction is the professional level and the professional level of the
introduction is the exploratory level.
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