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Abstract

Immigrant youths are one of the vulnerable urban groups who are exposed to
various types of crimes for various reasons. The present study has been conducted
with the aim of understanding the contexts of crime among immigrant youth in
Tehran. The research method is qualitative and necessary information has been
collected through observation and semi-structured interviews. The sample size is 26
young immigrants who are currently in prison. After analyzing the data, 6 main
themes including gap between expectations and achievements, Instigator of crime
feelings and perceptions, underlie variables and confirming the crime, economic
function of crime, unequal social- economic structure and traumatic environmental
conditions, and 20 sub-themes were extracted. By inferring from the above
findings, experiencing dense pressures at different personal, social and economic
levels and reaching a perception based on the failure to achieve one's goals and
expectations,has led to the occurrence of criminal behavior in a significant part of
them. Also, the formation of perceptions based on the function of crime in the
cultural background and primary environment of a person, along with a dim idea of
the role of surveillance mechanisms in Tehran, have played a role in the occurrence
of criminal behavior. Therefore, it is necessary to plan effectively to prevent the
occurrence of crime, taking into account the intertwining and impact of all the
factors involved in the occurrence of crime.
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