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Abstract

In the third decade of the 20th century, A group of western thinkers became
interested in comparative philosophy under the influence of comparative
studies in the field of religious studies, mythology and linguistics. The first
efforts in this regard were made by Paul Masson-Orsel; he was influenced by
the positivists and took the initial steps in this field by applying the
historical method.

Corbin used the phenomenological approach in comparative studies and
criticized the historical method of Paul Masson-Orsel. In order to better
understand Corbin's phenomenological approach to comparative
philosophy, one should pay attention to his ontological perspective and also

" Associate Professor, College of Farabi, University of Tehran, Qom, Iran .E-mail:
rgandomi@ut.ac.ir
Received date: 25/4/2022 Accepted date:28/7/2022


mailto:javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
tel:+982167238208

vao sheda ails o S 6l s Sy e

to his meaning of philosophy. In general, Corbin's common points with
famous phenomenologists are opposition to the authenticity of history and
sociology, opposition to reasoning wisdom, emphasis on intuition and
attention to the inside, and the slogan of returning to things themselves or
saving phenomena. And on the other hand, Corbine's belief in the existence
of the middle world and his ontological approach in general and the role of
the imagination as the perceptive power of that world and the emphasis on
allegorical interpretation and its connection with comparative philosophy
separate his from them.

Keywords: Corbin, Comparative Philosophy, Internal history,
Phenomenology, allegorica interpretation, imaginational world (Mundus
Imaginalis).

Extended Abstract

In the third decade of the 20th century, a group of western thinkers
became interested in comparative philosophy under the influence of
comparative studies in the field of religious studies, mythology and
linguistics. The first efforts in this regard were made by Paul Masson-
Orsel; he was influenced by the positivists and took the initial steps in
this field by applying the historical method.

Corbin used the phenomenological approach in comparative studies and
criticized the historical method of Paul Masson-Orsel. In order to better
understand Corbin's phenomenological approach to comparative
philosophy, one should pay attention to his ontological perspective and
also to his meaning of philosophy. In general, Corbin's common points
with famous phenomenologists are opposition to the authenticity of
history and sociology, opposition to reasoning wisdom, emphasis on
intuition and attention to the inside, and the slogan of returning to things
themselves or saving phenomena. And on the other hand, Corbine's
belief in the existence of the middle world and his ontological approach
in general and the role of the imagination as the perceptive power of
that world and the emphasis on allegorical interpretation and its
connection with comparative philosophy separate his from them.

In this article, the contents are presented in three parts: in the first part,
with the title of what is comparative philosophy, the goals and necessity
of comparative philosophy, the scope and scope of comparative
philosophy, the beginning of comparative studies, the necessity of
having a common basis in comparative studies, the reason for the lack
of development of comparative philosophy, criticism and the dual
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negation of East and West and the difference between comparation and
eclecticism will be discussed.In the second part, under the title of
criticism of Mason-Orsel's historical approach to issues such as
Corbine's opposition to the reduction of comparative philosophy to the
history of philosophy and the philosophy of history or historical
materialism, Corbine's criticism on Masson-Orsel and also the critical
evaluation of his criticism will be discussed. In the third part, under the
title of spiritual hermeneutics, we will deal with topics such as
phenomenology, interpretation, internal history, metahistory, the
middle world and its special perceptive power.

As mentioned above, Corbine's understanding of philosophy,
comparation, and phenomenology is different from the common
understanding.His goal of comparation was to solve problems of
contemporary man. While influenced by Husserl's and Heidegger's
phenomenology, he has fundamental differences with them. Corbin
believes in the middle world and its special perceptive power, and by
returning the events of this world to the middle world, he separated his
way from them.According to traditional and esoteric ontology, the
identity and essence of everything is not in its temporal and historical
existence, Rather, it lies in its transcendental existence, and this essence
needs to be discovered And this is done only by phenomenology. For
example, in saving phenomena, Corbin is also concerned with saving
the phenomena of the Bible, which was not at all the concern of the
likes of Husserl and Heidegger.

Or, returning to the things themselves in Corbin means returning to their
origin, i.e. returning to the heavenly counterpart that is in the midel
world, a world that had no place in the thought system of Husserl and
Heidegger.According to Corbin, there is a deep connection between the
phenomenon of the Bible and what he refers to as the mirror
phenomenon. In fact, to the extent that the empirical self communicate
with the royal self, it can reach the meaning of the Bible. In fact, there
is a kind of philosophical anthropology and levels of understanding. In
this way, the difference between historical hermeneutics and prophetic
hermeneutics is recognized. Corbine left for the East after a lot of
reflection on the original western sources and getting familiar with the
problems arising from these philosophies. He considered most of the
metaphysical East to include the Platonists of the world and those who
have somehow transcended this world and look to the other world. Due
to his narrow understanding of philosophy and limited it only to
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prophetic philosophy, Corbine was only concerned with comparate the
sages of the field of mysticism within the scope of the religions of the
People of the Book. Therefore, if he wished to compare Hegel's
absolute spirit with the Holy Spirit, he would have considered
Hegelians who had a mystical reading of Hegel.

Many evidences can be found in Corbine's works that he made it his
mission to comparate the philosophers that historically no connection
can be established between them.According to him, comparation
happens more in metahistory.In fact, although these philosophers do not
have any relationship in terms of calendar and apparent history, they all
believe in exemplary history, and this makes it possible to comparate
their views.
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