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Abstract

One of the important theological arguments for proving oneness of God and
denying polytheism is the Argument of Mutual Hindering (Al-Tamano' ).
There is no common view about this argument and how to obtained it from
Quranic verse "Had there been gods in heaven or earth other than Allah, both
would indeed have been ruined". Theologians and philosophers have differing

*Ph.D Student in Kalam Imamiyya, College of Farabi, University of Tehran. E-mail:
khani568 @gmail.com.
*Associate Professor Department of Philosophy, College of Farabi, University of Tehran. E-mail:

dibaji @ut.ac.ir .
Recived date: 11/7/2021 Accepted date:26/4/2022


mailto:javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
tel:+982167238208

\i.\dtm.)bj‘)t.é_lti\ a\)Wt)f‘Q‘Jﬁju \i-\

perspectives on how to explaining the concomitance between fmultiplicity of
gods= and fcorruption= in this verse, as well as the implication of this
argument regarding inherent monotheism or lordship monotheism. The
argument that can be drawn from the verse, according to Mulla Shamsa
GI lant in his treatise al-Tawhidiyya, implies the inherent monotheism of
the obligatory transcendent, and he believes that multiplicity of the necessary
being by itself necessitates fcorruption= in the sense that fnon-realization of
possibilities~~This correction has been done on the basis five manuscripts
from Iranian libraries for the first time. To this purpose, the Majles Library
manuscript (No. 1823), considered the most ancient manuscript, served as the
relative basis for the correction, and the method of intermediate correction has

been chosen.

Key words: al-Tawhi di yya, Mulla Shamsa Gi la ni , Argument of
Mutual Hindering (al-Tama no' ), Inherent Monotheism, Lordship
Monotheism.

Extended Abstract: One of the important theological arguments for proving
oneness of God and denying polytheism is the Argument of Mutual Hindering
(Al-Tamano' ). This argument can be understood from verse 22 of Surah
Anbiya: HHadthere been gods in heaven or earth other than Allah, both would
indeed have been ruined~. This argument hasBeen exposed in different ways.
Mulla Shamsa GI la n1 « treatise al-Tawhi di yya deals with proving
monotheism of the Almighty and the exegesis of this verse. He believes that
this verse implies inherent monotheism and demonstrates unity of the
necessary being by itself, and he claims that the multiplicity of the necessary
being necessitates fcorruption~ in the sense that fnon-realization of
possibilities..

He bases his claim on five introductions: 1. The existence of necessary
being in essence is the same as his essence. 2. The individuality of the
necessary being by itself is the same as his essence. 3. All perfection attributes
of necessary being by itself are the same as his essence. 4. Each one of the
perfection attributes in the necessary being by itself, is at the most sublime
degree of perfection. 5. The essential power of the necessary being by itself is
a perfect and absolute power.

After mentioning these preliminaries, Mulla Shamsa emphasizes that if
the necessary being by itself is multiple, then all the essential attributes of
existence must exist in each of them. The reason for this is that if some of
these attributes are missing, they will no longer be an inherent quintessential
entity, which goes against the assumption. Therefore, if there are two
necessary beings by itself entities, for example, whatever is possible for one
must also be possible for the other; otherwise, one of the entities would be
impotent, which this is inconsistent with the necessity of his existence. Thus,
if there are multiple necessary beings, the power of either one of them must
belong each of the possibilities; in which case, one of the rational eventualities
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listed below would occur: 1. Either one of the two necessary beings by itself
creates the supposed possible independently. 2. That supposed possible is not
created independently by either one of the necessary being by itself, rather
each of those two necessary beings by itself alone is the incomplete cause, and
they have created that possible together (the perfect cause). 3. That supposed
possible is created only by one of the two necessary beings by itself, and the
other necessary has no effect in the realization of that possible. 4. That
supposed possible have been realized due to the common value between the
two necessary beings by itself, and the characteristic of each one of two
necessaries is ineffective in creating and imparting the existence of the
possible.

Mulla Shamsa has negated the four said probabilities, and proves the
nullity of the multiplicity of necessary being, by forming the following
exceptive syllogism: IIf necessary being by itself is multiple, no possible
being would be realized. However, the possible being have been realized.
Therefore, necessary being by itself is not multiplex~

The theologians' exposition of the argument of Mutual Hindering (al-
Tamano' ) is based on the disagreement of the will of the supposed necessary
beings. which means that, if there are two or more necessary beings by itself,
there would be conflict among their wills, and if it is assumed the wills are in
disagreement, one of the following will occur: 1. The purpose of one of them
is realized, which necessitates the inability of the other necessary being by
itself and is inconsistent with assumption of the necessity of his existence. 2.
The purpose of both of them are realized, which necessitates the bringing of
two contradictories together. 3. The purpose of none of them is realized, which
necessitates negation of two contradictories. Since all the three forms are
invalid, then the assumption of the multiplicity of necessary being by itself
will also be invalid.

Mulla Shamsa believes that this verse [Al-Anbiya, 21:22] does not only
refer to the opposition and conflict of wills, rather it implies that the
multiplicity of necessary being by itself leads to corruption, even if their wills
are assumed to be agreement.

This correction has been done on the basis five manuscripts from Iranian
libraries for the first time: 1- manuscript of "Majles” (No: 1823). 2-manuscript
of "Gharb Hamadan" (No: 222). 3- manuscript of "Majles” (No: 1701).4-
manuscript of "Tehran University" (No: 926). 5- manuscript of "Malek™ (No:
1671).
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