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Abstract
Language as the most important tool for communication among human
beings is generally used in spoken and written form. The characteristics,
similarities and differences of speech and writing had been reviewed and
analyzed by thinkers and  scholars in different fields, including
philosophers, linguistics and semioticians. Speech and writing have
different features to convey a meaning; we intend to define these features
and find out, generally in philosophy, what kind of priority speech and
writing might have had relative to each other. For this purpose, we are going
to review the status of speech-writing and their characteristics in conveying
meaning, in certain modern and contemporary thinkers. But since Plato was
the initiator of Logocentrism, firstly we are going to discuss the
characteristics of speech and writing from his point of view. Then we discuss
the matter in Rousseau, Saussure and Halliday; all of them, assigned a higher
status to speech. After that we will discuss Derrida’s point of view; by his
theory the metaphysics of presence, Derrida criticized logocentrism and by
his deconstruction method he took step into the decentralization path. He
disproved priority in dualities like speech-writing and proved the
importance of status of writing.
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Extended Abstract

Language as the most important tool for communication among human
beings is generally used in the spoken and written forms. The
characteristics, simiflarities and differences of speech and writing had been
reviewed and analyzed by thinkers and scholars in different fields, including
philosophers, linguistics and semioticians. Speech and writing have
different features to convey a meaning; we intend to define these features
and find out, generally in philosophy, what kind of priority speech and
writing might have had relative to each other. For this purpose, we are going
to review the status of speech-writing and their characteristics in conveying
meaning, in certain modern and contemporary thinkers. But since Plato was
the initiator of Logocentrism, firstly we are going to discuss the
characteristics of speech and writing from his point of view. Then we discuss
the matter in Rousseau, Saussure and Halliday; all of them, assigned a higher
status to speech. After that, we will discuss Derrida’s point of view, who had
a critical approach to logocentrism, disproved priority in dualities,
considering the importance of writing.

By reviewing the status of speech-writing in western philosophy, we find
out that for a long time, speech was considered as having a higﬁer status in
comparison to writing. From the era of Ancient Greek, western philosophy
has Found the truth through Logos. By reviewing Phaedrus we understand
that Plato finds the truth through speech, maintaining a higher status for
speech compared with writing and for presence compared with absence; in
this way, he initiates Logocentrism. This viewpoint resulted in development
of different kinds of dualities in philosophy, regarding one side more
important than the other, dualities such as speech-writing, presence-
absence, and so on. Under the influence of this viewpoint, later philosophers
too assigned a higher status to speech; even when they discussed the
importance of writing, they ignored it to a great extent. In his On The Origin
of Language Rousseau says that languages are for speaking, writing is only an
image and it plays a supplementary role. Also in ]Ioanguage transference the
important thing for Rousseau is speech, logocentrism, presence and
phoneme; and writing is something additional to spoken language. By
studying Saussure's Course in General Linguistics, we can see that he considers
spoken language as the main subject of linguistics and the role of writing is
merely for representation of speech. Theregore, like former philosophers, he
assigns a higher status to speech. Also Halliday, in his Spoken and Written
Language, lists the characteristics of speech and writing and compares them
together. According to him, the spoken language is the main part and the
written language plays a secondary role to that because it does not have
various aspects of the spoken language: rhythm, intonation, degrees of
loudness, variation in voice quality, pausing and phrasing. But later, in the
same book, he questions what he had said before and says that the spoken
and written languages have many differences but some aspects of speech
can have counterparts in writing and he demonstrates the unique
characteristics of writing which helps to convey meaning. Finally he
concludes that speech and writing both are forms of language but each
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presents different characteristics of the language system. The last
philosopher considered here is Derrida, who he criticized logocentrism by
his theory, the metaphysics of presence. In his point of view, western
philosophy from Plato to modern times is based on metaphysics of presence
because in this metaphysical philosophy the presence makes thing more
real and more important. By his deconstruction method he took step into
the decentralization path. He disproved priority in dualities like speech-
writing. With his theories, especially in his Of Grammatology, he proved the
importance of the status of writing.

Summing up all this views, we can conclude that although in the history of
philosophy there has been times in which speech was considered more
important than writing but both the written and the spoken language are
important in their unique ways and each has its own method to transfer
language. Some of exclusive characteristics of writing that help to convey
meaning are: visual features, diacritic, and the capability to last.
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