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Abstract

Imam Mohammad al-Ghazali (d. 505) is the most famous opponent of
philosophy among theologians of the Islamic world. Despite his claim
to critique the discourse of philosophers in the field of theology, he,
under the influence of the Muslim commentators Aristotle (Farabi and
Ibn Sina), accepted Greek philosophical thought based on meaning and
emphasized the legitimacy of logic and mathematics. He introduces the
way of thinking of the theologians before him because of its reliance on
the word "uncertain™ and replaces the logic and method of reasoning of
analogical analogy with the method of allegorical reasoning (rejection
of the absent to the witness) before him In this article, we will show by
explanatory-analytical method that Ghazali, by accepting the possibility
of achieving his rational certainty, relied on (argumentative analogy),

*Ph.D. in Philosophy and Islamic Theology from Iranian Institute of
Philosophy (IRIP). E-mail : r.ehterami.khaki@gmail.com

Recived date: 01/03/2022 Accepted date: 22/06/2022


mailto:javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
tel:+982167238208
https://doi.org/10.22034/iw.2022.332047.1604

\i'\g_)twbj‘)t.@_:ni\ a‘)w‘}f-‘_)\v\.iju A

paved the way for the content of Sinaitic philosophy to enter Islamic
theology and began to mix philosophy with theology in the Islamic
world. Of course, he was not obsessed with the necessities of this
acceptance, and in studying the thoughts of philosophers, he acted like
his own predecessors, and suffered from a kind of confrontation with
Greek philosophical thought; Accepting the method of thinking and
rejecting the content due to opposition to the principles of faith and the
appearance of narrated evidence.

Key words: Ghazali, Syllogization, deductive reasoning, Philosophy,
Theology

Extended Abstract

Muslim theologians, as defenders of the thought derived from the Holy
Qur'an, tried to enter into debate using the indisputability of non-
Islamic thought. But this method had a great problem with independent
philosophical rationality (Greek thought); A problem related to the
identity of Greek thought. They were confronted with the idea that he
founded "meaning" instead of "word" and claimed that the world
"meanings” had a universal system (logic) with which any human
being, regardless of language, history, or geography, could speak. It was
because of this that theologians could not completely deny that
thinking, nor could they agree with it at all. They could not be
completely eloquent, because the way in which they began to acquire
knowledge was not the same as Greek thought, and they could not
completely deny it, because, as defenders of thought, they did not shy
away from confronting it. Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali (d. 505) as the
most famous opponent of philosophy among Muslim theologians,
despite claiming to criticize the speech of philosophers in theology, in
his own works and under the influence of Muslim commentators
Aristotle (Farabi and Ibn Sina), accepted Greek philosophical thought
based on meaning and legitimacy. Emphasized logic and mathematics.
He introduces the way of thinking of the theologians before him
because of its reliance on the word "uncertain” and replaces the logic
and method of reasoning of argumentative analogy with the method of
allegorical reasoning (rejection of the absent to the witness) before him.
The claim of this article is that al-Ghazali's action in the face of
philosophical thought is in contradiction; For he, in spite of his
reputation for rejecting and excommunicating philosophy and
philosophers, in a historical choice accepts logic and independent
rational reasoning as the method of philosophical thought, and replaces
the meaning-based method of Greek logic with the word-based method
and the emergence of the "absent analogy". His ancestors do; In other
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words, Ghazali, by accepting the possibility of achieving his rational
certainty, relies on (analogical analogy) and emphasizes the
fundamental importance of Aristotle’'s method of analogical analogy in
all sciences and tries to apply theology to the arguments of logic. It
became in the Islamic world. It is clear that Aristotle's "logical analogy"
is based on the acceptance of the ability of the human intellect to know
the rational truth of beings on the basis of argumentative reasoning; An
argument that, by accepting rational certainties, tries to turn theoretical
unknowns into rules according to what is called formal logic.

Thus, al-Ghazali's acceptance of "logic" is a very important event for
Ash'arite theologians; Acceptance of "logic" means that certainty and
scientific reasoning is an analogy of argument and proof means an
argument that is based on rational axioms. This acceptance means that
statements based on trust and faith no longer have a place in the premise
of the argument, unless they rely on another rational argument. The
necessity of adopting the method of argumentative analogy in accepting
or rejecting rational teachings is that if Ghazali had observed
fluctuations in the arguments of philosophers on various subjects, he
would only critique the imaginary and affirmative foundations of
philosophers' arguments, and if he had an alternative idea for
metaphysical analysis. He had to design his own intellectual system
using a logical method and referring his own material to the priorities
and certainties; But what is revealed from Ghazali's critiques of
philosophers (especially in Tahaft al-Philosophers) is his polemical
attempt to critique the views of philosophers and to prove the Ash'arite
beliefs in a narrative intellectual space based on apparent inferences
from Qur'anic words and based on the method of absent analogy with
Has been a witness.

In other words, although al-Ghazali acknowledges the certainty of
rational self-reliance in the study of science and criticizes his
predecessors for the suspicion of their method of studying science, this
epistemological strategy is not observed in his practice of criticizing
philosophers. They were expanded in the theological system of thought,
they were taken as the principle, and the views of the philosophers
regarding those religious presuppositions were rejected and rejected;
Principles such as the meaning of monotheism using the words of the
Holy Quran, the issue of the temporal occurrence of the universe, the
absolute divine will, the negation of the causal relationship between the
beings of the universe, the negation of the nature and essence of objects
and ....

Al-Ghazali, ignoring the means of accepting rational argument-based
rationality and in line with the sense of duty he had defined for himself
in protecting religious teachings and fighting against false and
unrighteous beliefs, instead attacked non-Ash'arite (especially
philosophical) thoughts in his works. He has tried to justify the Ash'arite
principles with polemical arguments.
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