Criticism and analysis in Quranic citations of the historical events in the beginning of

Islam in Tabari's history
(Case study: Investigating the claim of Muhammad's (pbuh) secret love for Zainab and referring to verse 37 of Surah Ahzab)
Leili Abdi' | Mohammad Ja’far Ashkwari” | Khosrow Kamali Sarvestani”

10.22034/SKH.2022.13280.1298

Abstract Original Article
P 147 - 168

Muslim historiography initially had many links with Quranic verses. In this way that the historian
tried to use Quranic verses as confirmation in reporting historical events. Tabari is one of the historians
who documented historical events with Quranic verses. The purpose of this research, which was carried
out in a descriptive-analytical method, is to deal with the main issue of how correct it was to cite verses in
the report of historical events in Tabari's history? studies indicate that Tabari cited verses with the aim of
confirming and strengthening historical reports. But he in some cases has had errors. Among them is verse
37 of Surah Ahzaab, which refers to the story of Zayd's separation from Zainab bint Jahsh and then the
marriage of the Prophet (PBUH) with her. By quoting fake narrations, Tabari considered the main reason
for the separation of Zayd and Zainab to be the love of the Prophet (PBUH) for Zainab. He made a love
story by misunderstanding some phrases in the mentioned verse and referring to it, and has used it in order
to confirm his own ideas. This negligence can be seen as a result of his superficial understanding of the

verses and lack of analysis, which is specifically mentioned in this study.
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