The Journal of Woman and Family Studies
Women Research Center, Alzahra University
Vol.11, No.3, Ser.26, Autumn pp: 77-102

Journal homepage: https://jwfs.alzahra.ac.ir

10.22051/jwfs.2022.29563.2328
@ 20.1001.1.23452692.1401.10.3.1.4

Original Research

Investigating Rural Girls' Interest in Satellite
Series and Developing Strategies to Reduce Their
Harmful Effects

Maryam Ghasemi *! = Samaneh MirAlijani 2

1*Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Dr. Ali Shariati, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

(Corresponding Author) O O O magh30@um.ac.ir

2, Master of Sociology, Geography and Rural Planning, Tehran Univerity, Tehran, Iran

Background & Purpose

T he most significant aspect of globalization, according to Giddens, is
the globalization of communication, which is the root of the globalized
space's unification (Ameli, 2004). One of the tools that aided in the
globalization of culture is satellite television. These satellites are capable
of delivering live programs to hundreds of television channels throughout
the world at the same time. Due to the poor performance of national media
networks in Iran, many individuals welcome satellite shows to satisfy their
desire for variety in taste (Mollai & Amir, 2020). The variety of these
television shows at various times of the day has attracted a significant
female viewership (Mehrparvar, 2017). For a variety of reasons, rural girls
are largely absent from school. They spend much of their free time at home
and on home media such as television, satellite, and home tv shows,
influenced by globalization. They do not have as much to do with
agriculture and animal husbandry as they did in the past, and they spend
much of their free time at home watching media such as television,
satellite, and home T.V. shows (Aghajan Begloo et al., 2013). According
to what has been indicated, the research's primary question is: What is the
consumption pattern of satellite channel programs among girls in the
Miami rural district?

Numerous studies and researches have been conducted to date on the
effects of media and satellite programs, including Maleki (2021), Mollai
and Amir (2000), Mohammadi (2017), Mehrparvar (2017), llzaki
(2015),The majority of research has focused on the urban community,
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while the country's rural community, as a transitioning society, is
undergoing significant changes and alterations. Although several studies
used women as the unit of analysis, girls, particularly rural girls, have
gotten less attention.

Method

It is a descriptive-analytical study in terms of methodology and applied
in terms of purpose. The population consisted of villages with the highest
number of satellite receivers in Mashhad's Miami rural district. The unit of
analysis is rural girls who have a satellite device at home. Using Cochran's
formula, 160 rural girls were voluntarily selected to complete the research
instrument. The data collection instrument was a researcher-made
questionnaire on the Likert scale. The validity of the instrument was
evaluated by a panel of experts, and the content of the questionnaire was
verified in the pre-test stage. Cronbach's alpha coefficient for rural girls'
acceptance of satellite T.V. series, reasons for rural girls' acceptance of
satellite T.V. series, and strategies to reduce the negative effects of satellite
T.V. series were 0.94, 0.91, 0.81, respectively, which indicates the optimal
reliability of the research instrument.

Results

22.5 percent of females say they don't watch domestic television. They
watch satellite programs and series for an average of 6.3 hours every day.
Music and dance were the main priority (with an average of 3.38), and
dubbed serials were the second priority (with an average of 3.25) for rural
females when it came to watching satellite programs. The rural girls' level
of acceptance of satellite series (3.33 on the Likert scale) is higher than the
average (p <0.05). From the perspective of rural girls, GEM TV is the best
satellite channel, followed by PMC (p = 0.00). Exploratory factor analysis
showed that three factors account for 66% of the variance in rural girls'
acceptance of the following satellite series. The first factor, the
"attractiveness of satellite serials," with 49.03, is five times more important
than the next.

Table 1. The most important reasons for the rural girls' acceptance of
satellite TV series (n = 160)
Reasons for the rural girls'

acceptance of satellite TV series Correlation Factors
The actors' beauty and make-up 82
patterns '
Presenting modern and luxurious .
g life .82 The first factor: the
The actors' dressing styles 72 a;ggm’:g:ffegf

The attractiveness of the story .70
Interest in serial actors .67
Wide variety of satellite series .65

Censorship of domestic serials .78
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Unappealing story of domestic

: .69
serials
Incompatibility of domestic serials )
with the demands of age, as well as .65 I#:\fg;?(%i::%t: -
the desires and passion of youth. . ;
- domestic serials
The tragic nature of the story of 62
domestic serials '
Low variety of domestic series .58
Getting away from the problems
of living in the village and making 91
mc_)m_ents In Infe e’_‘Joyab"? Third factor: living
Restrictions on girls in the village A
o . > conditions in the
and the possibility of education via .76 .
. village
satellite
Lack of recreational opportunities 75

for rural females

Discussion and Conclusion

Girls, who experience various deprivations in rural locations, represent a
significant audience for satellite channels. The findings indicated that rural
girls primarily watch entertainment programs such as music and dance,
dubbed series, and cooking. Additionally, the best channels for girls were
PMC and GEM TV. The acceptance degree of rural girls for satellite series
is 3.3, which is greater than the theoretical mean. The primary reasons rural
girls embrace satellite serials are 1) their attractiveness. 2) the weakness of
domestic serials; and 3) the village's living conditions. Contrary to Amiri
et al. (2012), the current study does not take a negative view toward
technological advancements. Consistent with Maleki (2021), this study
believes that governments should recognize the right of citizens to pick
what they need to see and hear. The domestic media's seeming indifference
to the audience's preferences increases the popularity of foreign media, and
the government's controls and monitoring in this regard are ineffective. As
a result, media planners and programmers have a responsibility to expand
the diversity and attractiveness of domestic media programs while
attempting to better understand the media needs of rural girls.
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a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected
cell frequency is 8.6.
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Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis.
Rotation Method: Varimax with Kaiser Normalization.
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