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Abstract

Today, computer games have so much overtaken the Hollywood film industry
that in Boellstroff’s view we are living in the gaming age. On the other hand,
the emerging communities following the development of computer game
technology in different societies and cultures including Iran have become a
very attractive subject for study that make it necessary for communication
and social researchers to take it into consideration. This article, therefore,
tries to answer the question about the characteristics of game nets as a
communication and media field in Iran and explore their functions in the
view of users and the facilities they provide for them. The researcher, based
on the participant observation method, observed 35 game nets in Tehran
using cluster sampling, and along with 53 semi-structured interviews with the
users of these game nets, analyzed the obtained data using the content
analysis method (Wolcott model). As a result, 10 types of game nets related
to location, architecture and facilities were identified in Tehran. Besides,
game nets characteristics based on users and facilities and protocols were
identified that determine functions such as the expansion of group and intra-
group communication, self-made communication, superficiality of group
communication and the strengthening of communication at the neighborhood
level, and also provide gamers and administrators of these communities with
at least 12 types of possibilities. This article, for the first time, provides a
historical overview of the evolution of game nets in Iranian soclety, along
with suggestions for policy makers in this field.

Keywords: New Communities, GameNets, Media Field, Communication
Functions, Video and Computer Games.
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