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A\ constellation is a collection of stars that are specially
shaped and named from a terrestrial perspective. This part
of astronomy has long been practiced in various nations to
mark and make astronomy easier to understand. For better
and faster understanding and to prevent misinterpretation,
constellation illustration has emerged as a branch of visual
arts. In this type of illustration, in addition to illustration
skills, the artist must have studies in astronomy. In fact,
the artist communicates with illustration, between complex
concepts and topics and astronomical details in a simple
but attractive way. In general, the motifs and shapes that
can be seen from the constellations in the surviving works
of ancient Iran have deep roots in the religious thought of
the people of that time, which are symbolically displayed.
This issue appears in a different way in the Islamic era and
the reflection of beliefs and knowledge takes on a different
color. Scientific and illustrated manuscripts of the Islamic
era were so important in Iran that they were among the
first picture books in the early centuries. According to the
surviving examples from this period, it can be said that the
books that had a higher quality and degree from a scientific
point of view, used obsessive illustrators and more precision
in their illustration. Following this, the "flourishing" of art
and the political and social peace of the period, and the
schools of art in which the manuscripts were depicted were
effective and influential. The manuscripts are so numerous
that, after years of research by local and foreign artists and
researchers, many of them remain intact, and only some of
them have been very briefly analyzed and made available.
Constellation illustrations have appeared in some weak and
strong in some versions; and have had most of the effects
of previous versions. In these effects, it was possible to
change the space or the elements or to change them, but
the illustrator refused to do so and remained faithful to
the original pattern. Regarding the atmosphere and the
importance of the background in the scientific images of

this version, it is inferred that the illustrator has no reason
to fill the background space and only shows the position
of the stars, inserting the image and new discoveries of
constellations. In this research, the Persian translation of
the book "Sur al-Kawakab" written by the great Iranian
scientist, abul Hassan Abdul Rahman Sufi Razi, in the 11th
century AH is examined. This copy has been reproduced by
the order of "Abolfath Manouchehr Khan biglarbegi", the
ruler of Mashhad in the Safavid period, with the pure artistry
and illustrations of "King Hossein Isfahani". It seems that the
reproduction of at least two scientific books of Al-Hashaish
and Sura Al-Kawakab in the period of Manouchehr Khan
indicates the simultaneous interest of Manouchehr Khan in
science and art. The method of reviewing the descriptive-
analytical version is done by matching textual illustrations.

Keywords
Illustration, Sura Al-Kawakb Version, Safavid Era, Manouc-
hehr Khan Biglarbegi, Malek Hossein Esfahani.

“This article is extracted from the second author’s master thesis, entitled: “Study of the scientific illustration of the book of Sur al-Kawakab (a case
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