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Agri- tourism has been introduced as a factor in the direction of sustainable
agricultural and Rural development. Studies show that this type of tourism in
Iran is not developed. The first step in moving the economic cycle of tourism is
to identify and introduce potential capabilities. This mixed Research aimed to
identify the Western Capacities of Mazandaran Province for Sustainable
Development of Agri- tourism. The population of the qualitative sector were
experts in the field of agricultural tourism in various organizations who were
purposefully selected and data was collected through semi structured interviews
with 20 of them Based on the two stages of open and axial coding of the basic
theory, 87 indicators were extracted using Maxqdawinl12 software. Which were
classified into six dimensions: natural landscapes, man-made landscapes, tourism
capacities, accommodation and recreational facilities, historical-cultural
monuments and infrastructure facilities. The statistical population of the
quantitative section was 69 rural villagers in the west of Mazandaran province
who were selected by multi-stage method. In order to analyze the quantitative
data, mean, standard deviation, Friedman rank tests, Analysis of variance ANOVA
and Tukey post hoc test were used using SPSSwin20 software. The results
showed that natural landscapes are in the first place, manmade landscapes are in
the second place. But infrastructure is the last resort in terms of capacities. In

Keywords: each dimension, the most important and weakest potentials of the region were
Tourism, Sustainable of identified. The results of F test and Tukey post hoc showed that there is a
Agri- tourism, Natural significant difference between the three cities of Tonekabon, Chalous and Ramsar
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in terms of capacities for interconnected Agri- tourism at the error level of 0.01
and different cities in terms of capacities differ from each other.The possibility of
sustainable development of agri-tourism in western of mazandaran province to
the capacities of this province, plans can be made in this regard. It is necessary
for various organizations and relevant stakeholders to provide the necessary
cooperation and participation in order to provide development and improvement
of capacities based on research priorities.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Agriculture in developing countries is very
important in the economy, but its
performance is lower than that of
developed countries in terms of
production, and the challenges of
advancing agriculture in these countries
have been identified as a threat to the
future of agriculture. In this regard,
diversification of farm activities through
the development of agricultural tourism in
these countries has been expressed as a
preventive measure to reduce the severity
of challenges Agri-tourism has been
proposed as a sustainable development
option for rural economic recovery and
diversification of income sources for
farming villagers. However, tourism
development, like global development, has
not paid attention to the elements and
contexts of this industry and has had
destructive effects with the aim of
profitability and increasing social welfare.
And those in charge of tourism
destinations have come up with
appropriate restrictions and solutions for
the sustainable development of tourism.
The first step in moving the economic
cycle of tourism is to identify and
introduce existing potential capabilities
and capabilities. Therefore, in this study,
the western villages of Mazandaran
province were evaluated in terms of
potential and Capacities for accepting
agri-1 tourism.

2. Research Methodology

This research was conducted as a mixed
(qualitative-quantitative) exploratory
study. The participants in the quality
sector were experts in the field of tourism
and agriculture who were purposefully
selected. In order to analyze the data, two
steps of open and axial coding were used
using Maxqda;; software. Identified and
verified items in the form of a
questionnaire were used for the
quantitative part of the research. The
statistical population was a small number
of villagers in the western villages of
Mazandaran province. To select them, a
multi-stage cluster method was used.69
General villagers people from these
villages participated to complete the
questionnaire and collect data. After
completing the questionnaires, coding
operations, data extraction and transfer to
the computer are performed and after the
data processing process, statistical
calculations through SPSS.in2 program
using the statistics of mean, standard
deviation and Friedman tests, ANOVA and
Tukey test were used using SPSSyinzo
software.

3. Research Findings

The results of the qualitative part lead to
the identification of six dimensions called
natural landscapes with 14 indicators;
Man-made landscapes with 9 indicators;
Tourism capacities with 6 indicators;
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Accommodation and recreational facilities
with 14 indicators; Historical-cultural
monuments with 16 indicators and
infrastructure facilities with 28. The study
of the situation in the west of Mazandaran
province in terms of these indicators
showed that in terms of natural
landscapes, indicators of green pastures
and abundant forests, standard
environmental indicators such as healthy
climate, absence of pollution, noise and
hot mineral water with therapeutic
properties have the highest average.
Dimensionality related to man-made
landscapes Three indicators of the
existence of gardens, farms and paddy
fields with various products with different
patterns and cultivation methods, tourist
roads and farm landscapes, orchards, fruit
trees and nurseries in the west
Mazandaran has a good capacity and
potential and has the highest average.
West Mazandaran in terms of tourism
capacity in terms of the number of tourists
entering it during the past year and the
number of domestic tourists entering the
region. In terms of accommodation and
recreational facilities in terms of three
indicators, the existence of local markets
for buying agricultural products and
handicrafts, souvenirs, traditional
restaurants and offering local food in them
and the existence of rental houses related
to the dimension of accommodation and
recreational facilities. In good condition.
In terms of historical and cultural
monuments, the three indices of local
clothing, local food, local sweets,
handicrafts and weekly markets have the
highest priority. Three indicators related
to the infrastructure facilities, namely
access to water resources (drinking and
washing), drinking water piping system
and the number and quality of food outlets
are in good condition. The results of
Feridman test showed that the six

dimensions are significantly different at
the level of 0.05 and the most important
potential for agricultural tourism is natural
landscapes and then man-made. The
results of F test showed that there is a
significant difference between the three
cities of Tonekabon, Chalous and Ramsar
in terms of opportunities for
interconnected Agri- tourism at the error
level of 0.01 and different cities in terms of
opportunities and attractions differ from
each other.

4. Conclusion

Opportunities and potentials in the west of
Mazandaran province are higher in all six
dimensions than the average level and this
result indicates that the interconnected
attractions in the west of Mazandaran
province for the development of agri-
tourism are in good condition. It can be
used for the sustainability of agri- tourism
with appropriate and optimal measures.
Considering that Tonekabon city is in the
first place in terms of attractions related to
natural landscapes and man-made
compared to the other two cities, and on
the other hand, the number of villages in
this city is much more than the other two
cities and agriculture in this The city is
booming. This shows that Tonekabon city
has a higher and higher potential for the
development and sustainability of agri-
tourism, but unfortunately the study of
other potentials such as accommodation
and infrastructure of this city is not in a
good condition that it is necessary to take
measures and Make expert plans for
infrastructure  development for the
sustainability of agri- tourism.
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