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Abstract

Competitiveness plays an important role in the development and dynamism of
tourism destinations. Transport as a facilitator of development plays an
important role in the competitiveness of tourism destinations at different levels,
especially in rural areas by improving the links and relationships between
settlements. The aim of this study was to investigate the role of rural
transportation in the economic competitiveness of rural tourism destinations in
Kohgiluyeh and Boyerahmad Province. The type of research is applied and its
nature is descriptive-analytical based on data collection using field methods such
as observing and completing a questionnaire among heads of households. The
statistical population of the study is the permanent residents in the tourism
target villages of Kohgiluyeh and Boyerahmad Province in 1399. The number of
villages targeted for tourism in the Kohgiluyeh and Boyerahmad Province is 12
cases, of which 9 villages have a permanent population, and due to the small
number of them, the counting method has been used. At the household analysis
level, 297 households were selected as a sample from 1312 resident households
using Cochran's formula. One-sample t-test, correlation, structural equations
and Kruskal-Wallis statistical tests were used to analyze the data. The results of
correlation analysis show that there is a significant relationship between the
competitiveness of tourist destinations and transportation indices with the
Spearman Correlation coefficient of 0.339. Also, based on the results of structural
equations, the most effects of transportation are on the component of
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diversification of employment and income opportunities with a coefficient of
0.521. Also the results show that access to a suitable and improved transportation
system has a key role in promoting economic competitiveness indicators of rural
tourism destinations and provides the basis for the development of tourism in
rural areas.Keywords: Tourism Development, Economic Competitiveness,
Kohgiluyeh and Boyerahmad Province.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The development of tourism in rural areas
is considered as a facilitator of local
development due to its numerous effects
and the establishment of links between
economic sectors, which is transferred by
developing capital and financial resources
from developed areas to marginal and less
developed areas such as suburbs. Rural
areas play an important role in developing
infrastructure and improving
communications, shaping and developing
job and entrepreneurial opportunities;
Diversifies revenue sources and the like.
One of the issues in rural tourism is their
ability to compete with other tourist
attractions in order to benefit from the
development effects of tourism. A review
of the literature shows that the
competition of tourism destinations in a
variety of financial group services
(investment, tax assistance and allocation
of financial resources) and non-financial
(legislation, local institutional
performance, training and marketing
consulting and service delivery) can be
examined. Which plays a role in the
selection of tourists by influencing the
quantity and quality of products and
services provided to tourists, such as
travel  organization, accommodation,
nutrition, access and transportation, etc.
Researchers have identified the most
important  factors influencing the
competitiveness  of rural  tourism

destinations with the availability of public
infrastructure such as adequate and
reliable transportation services; Access to
welfare services and infrastructure such as
quality accommodation and food; Intrinsic
values such as cultural-artistic heritage,
historical handicrafts, traditional ways of
life, etc., and entertainment as activities,
including live music performances, local
festivals, exhibitions, etc. They pay
attention. Considering the role of
transportation as a facilitator in improving
the links between settlements, attracting
services, developing infrastructure, access
and communication with local and
regional markets, flow of ideas and capital,
etc., it is one of the most important
factors. Effective in the competitiveness of
rural tourism destinations.

2. Methods

The present study is one of the applied
researches in terms of type, which has
been done using descriptive-analytical
method. Field tools such as observation
and completion of a questionnaire were
used to collect the required data. After
checking the validity of the questionnaire
using a panel of experts, it was randomly
distributed in the sample villages. To
evaluate the reliability of the items,
Cronbach's alpha was wused with a
coefficient of 0.897. Quantitative methods
were used to analyze the questionnaire
data using statistical tests such as one-

Jamshid Einali. The Role of Transportation in Promoting Economic Competitiveness of Rural Tourism Destinations
(Case Study: Tourism Target Villages of Kohgiluyeh and Boyerahmad Province)



Journal of Tourism Planning and Development

sample t-test, correlation, Kruskal-Wallis
and heuristic factor analysis.

The geographical area of research is
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province.
The statistical population of the study is
the permanent tourist villages in
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province.
Considering the number of 9 tourist
villages with permanent population with
1312 households, 297 household heads
have been selected as a sample using
Cochran's formula.

3. Results

The characteristics of the respondents
showed that out of 297 respondents to the
questionnaire, the highest number with
45% in the age group of 30 to 40 years, 67%
were men and 35% had a high school
education. The main occupation was 53%
of agriculture and 60% of the respondents
had no history of migration from the
countryside and 56% of the people used
tourism as a part-time job in addition to
the main activities. 67% of the respondents
used public transportation and 56% of
them visited the city an average of 3 to 5
times a month.

In this study, three indicators of "access
to public transport”, "quality of roads
leading to the village and tourist
attractions" and "quality of access to rural
transportation services" have been used to
analyze rural competitiveness, which
showed that Assuming numerical
desirability 3 (average of 5 Likert level
spectrum), the calculated averages for all
indicators were higher than the numerical
desirability tested and the difference in
their desirability was significant at the
99% level.

In order to investigate the role of
transportation in the competitiveness of

tourism destinations in tourism target
villages of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
Province from 4 indicators:
"Diversification of employment and
income opportunities in the village",
"Development  of  public  tourism
infrastructure”, "Management
performance Rural "and" Management of
tourist attractions "has been used. The
results showed that the calculated
numerical mean for all indicators was
higher than 3. The greatest impact of
transportation among the components of
competitiveness  of rural tourism
destinations can be found in
"diversification of employment and
income opportunities” with a value of 3.28
and "development of public tourism
infrastructure” with a value of 3.26,
respectively. witnessed.

The results of modeling the effects of
transportation on the competitiveness of
rural tourism destinations showed that the
development of transportation by 0.581
has a positive effect on the
competitiveness of rural destinations.
Examination of the level of tourism target
vilages in terms of access to
transportation and tourism
competitiveness showed that there is a
significant difference in these two
indicators between the target tourism
villages of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
Province.

4. Conclusion

The results of the analysis of questionnaire
data showed that proper transportation is
a prerequisite for the development of rural
tourism and plays an important role in
creating satisfaction among tourists and
their loyalty for future visits. Thus, access
to regular public transportation has the
greatest impact on the competitiveness of
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rural tourism destinations in the study
area. Rural transport also plays an
important role in diversifying employment
opportunities and rural incomes and
developing public tourism infrastructure
in rural tourism destinations. In addition,
the results showed that rural
transportation (0.581) has a positive effect
on tourism competitiveness indicators and
between components (production cost
reduction, rural economy, tourism
development, tourism infrastructure, rural
management performance and
management Tourist attractions in the
target villages have the greatest impact on
the rural economy.

In addition, the results of ranking the
effectiveness of rural public transport in
the competitiveness ~ of  tourism
destinations showed that there is a
significant difference at the level of 99%
between the tourism target villages of
Gahgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad provinces in
access to rural transport.

According to the research findings,
which are based on testing hypotheses
using questionnaire data, the following
suggestions can be made:

- Development of appropriate public
transportation using local
potential, to promote tourism

development due to the high
tourist attractions in the region

- Installation of traffic signs and
tourist guides in the area

- Efforts to improve transportation
infrastructure such as improving
roads leading to target villages,
organizing private passengers and
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