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Nomadic livelihoods are fraught with serious challenges today. Wrong policies
regarding the nomadic community have caused the number of nomadic
populations to decrease compared to the past and the nomads are being pushed
towards monogamy. Meanwhile, the nomadic community of Iran has high
potentials to attract tourists, the income of which can be considered as a
complementary livelihood option for nomads. The use of tourism capabilities
requires policy-making and knowledge of the factors affecting the development
of nomadic tourism. Accordingly, the purpose of this study is to identify the
factors affecting the development of nomadic tourism as a complement to
nomadic livelihood. This research is a qualitative research and has been done
using the content analysis of semi-structured interviews with experts. Thematic
analysis was used to extract the hidden concepts related to the factors affecting
nomadic tourism and were classified into two categories of positive and negative
factors. Positive factors that have a positive impact on the development of
nomadic tourism include: social capital, government activism, environmental
power, cultural and symbolic capital, economic power, facilities and
infrastructure, and empowerment of nomadic society. Negative factors in the
development of nomadic tourism also included cultural barriers, social barriers,
environmental barriers, cognitive-knowledge barriers, and inattention to
nomads.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Nomadic lifestyle is part of our country's
cultural heritage and nomadic society has
always played a key role in Iranian history.
But today, changes due to political,
economic, socio-cultural and climatic
trends have created tensions in nomadic
livelihoods and led them to settle down
and leave the nomadic way (Jomepour,
2017). One of the ways to strengthen and
stabilize this system is to diversify the
nomadic livelihood model and move from
a single product livelihood model, which is
possible through the development of
nomadic tourism. Therefore, there is a
need to change development perspectives
in nomadic areas based on the use of
natural and cultural capabilities and
attractions to overcome economic
problems and diversify livelihood options
(Ziaee et al, 2017). Therefore, the
development of nomadic tourism will lead
to the sustainability of livelihoods in these
communities by providing complementary
living options.

Although nomadic tourism has many
economic and social benefits, it can affect
the culture, lifestyle and sense of identity
of these communities (Tillotson, 2013).
Iran, with its diverse climate and cultural,
natural and climatic attractions, as well as
the development of local customs, has the
ability to identify and evaluate the position
of tourism and identify the strengths and
weaknesses of nomadic  tourism
development, opportunities from the
heart of threats (Papoli Yazdi, 2008).

2. Research methodology

The method of the present study was
qualitative, and thematic analysis of semi-
structured interviews resulting from

interviews with experts was used to find
hidden concepts and Atlas ti software was
used to codify the interviews. Also in this
study, purposeful judgment method has
been used for sampling. At the beginning
of the interview with the experts, the
purpose of the research was mentioned
and then the general questions that were
considered as the main questions were
raised and due to its semi-structured
nature, other questions to clarify the
questions by the experts to clarify The
concepts were designed and finally the
interviewees were asked to add if
something else was left unsaid. The
criteria for being an expert were:
knowledge of the subject and having
research related to the subject of research,
having activities related to nomadic
tourism as a tour guide and guide, as well
as university professors in the fields of
geography and business management who
are members of nomadic community and
tourism related research they also had.
Nineteen members of the Nomadic Affairs
Organization, the General Directorate of
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism, university professors related to
the research topic, and two active tour
guides in the field of nomadic tourism
were selected as experts for the research.
Sampling was done in a purposeful
judgmental manner and the interviews
continued until the research reached
theoretical saturation and no new cases
were found in the interviews.

3. Discussion

By examining the answers of the
interviewees, the effective factors in the
process of nomadic tourism development
can be divided into positive and negative
factors. Negative factors include a set of
factors that disrupt the development
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process of nomadic tourism and will
expose the development process to
serious crises in various ways. Also,
positive factors are a set of factors that will
have a positive impact on the development
of nomadic tourism as a driving factor.

4. Negative factors

Negative factors were divided into five
categories: cultural, social, environmental,
cognitive-ignorant. Nomadic youth are no
longer interested in this type of life and
have turned to cohabitation, and people
who continue the nomadic way are often
from the older strata of nomadic society.
Tourism also changes the way of life makes
the nomadic lifestyle less attractive to
tourists. Lack of government support or
weakness in the implementation of
government support programs has led
nomads to distrust government support
programs.

From a cognitive point of view, tourists'
lack of knowledge about the norms and

sensitivities of nomadic livelihoods causes
tensions between nomadic tourists and in
some cases leads to physical conflicts. This
has been done by the government to
prevent the nomads from taking
advantage of this attractive feature. From
a cultural point of view, with the
disappearance of the nomadic political
system, the cohesion of the nomads has
decreased compared to the past and they
have less cooperation with each other.
This incoherence and cooperation in the
field of tourism has also caused serious
obstacles to the development of tourism
programs in these areas.

From an environmental point of view,
changing the use of rangelands and
turning them into agricultural land has
limited rangelands and destroyed natural
landscapes. Also, off-road driving and
garbage left in nature cause damage to
nomadic pastures and livestock, and in
some cases, eating plastic abandoned in
nature causes the loss of nomadic
livestock.
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