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Abstract

An important part of rural economic activities is related to tourism and
entrepreneurship in this field. Entrepreneurship in the field of tourism and the
use of natural and man-made capacities depend on the availability of Human
Driving Forces. The present study was conducted to study the status of Human
Driving Forces of entrepreneurship development in the field of rural tourism in
rural areas of Shahrood Township and to analyze the effects of entrepreneurship
in the field of tourism on sustainable rural development. The results of this study
show that all indicators are in good condition. Thirteen final research criteria
were identified based on library studies. They are ranked by using the COPELAND
technique which the criterion of innovation and creativity has the highest value.
According to WASPAS technique, different dimensions of Human Driving Forces
in Kharqan rural area have had the greatest impact on the process of
entrepreneurship development in the field of rural tourism in the studied region.
In order to analyze the effects of entrepreneurship in the field of tourism on the
development of rural areas, the CODAS technique has been used. Findings show
that the effects of entrepreneurship in the field of rural tourism on the
development of Kharqgan, Khartooran and Biarjomand rural areas have been more
than others countryside of Shahrood Township.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Entrepreneurship development in rural
areas is one of the most important rural
development strategies which can support
and preserve rural cultural heritage,
reduce the use of natural resources and
protect biodiversity. Entrepreneurship in
the field of tourism and the use of natural
and man-made capacities depend on the
availability of Human Driving Forces. The
villages of Shahroud Township have many
rural tourist attractions, so, the main issue
in this research is to study the status of
Human Driving Forces of
entrepreneurship development in the field
of rural tourism in rural areas of Shahroud
Township and to analyze the effects of
entrepreneurship in the field of tourism on
sustainable rural development.

2. Methodology

The present study is an applied study. The
statistical population of the study is the
heads of households in rural areas of
Shahroud Township, then based on the
classified sampling method, the number of
samples in each village was calculated.
Data analysis was performed using SPSS
software and COPELAND, WASPAS and
CODAS techniques.

3. Findings

In the first step, a one-sample t-test was
used to investigate the status of Human
Driving Forces in the development of
entrepreneurship in the field of rural
tourism in the study area. The test results
show that the average status of research
indicators is higher than the average of
items and production, sales and marketing
index is in the first place. In the second
step; thirteen final criteria of the study
were ranked using the COPELAND
technique, in which the criterion of

innovation and creativity with a numerical
value of 13 had the highest value among the
villagers. In the third step; In order to
analyze the development of
entrepreneurship in the field of rural
tourism, the technique of WASPAS has
been used. WASPAS technique shows that
different dimensions of Human Driving
Forces in Kharqgan rural district have had
the greatest impact on the process of
entrepreneurship development in the field
of rural tourism. In the fourth step; In
order to analyze the effects of
entrepreneurship in the field of tourism on
the development of rural areas, the
CODAS technique has been used. CODAS
technique shows that the effects of
entrepreneurship on the development of
Khargan, Khartouran and Biarjomand
villages have been more than other
villages.

4. Conclusion

Based on the results of this study, it can be
said that Funding for the formation of
entrepreneurial activities, Educating the
villagers and documenting tourist
attractions, Paying attention to the local
identity and rich culture of the villagers,
The  establishment of indigenous
knowledge along with the preservation of
the environment and plant and animal
ecosystems can intensify the development
process of villages. According to the
knowledge gained from the studied rural
community, it is important to pay
attention to motivational factors to
improve the entrepreneurial situation in
the field of rural tourism in this region.
Because in addition to enabling the
participation of villagers, it leads to the
formation of social cohesion and
discipline, and a sense of social security
and self-confidence is strengthened, and
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entrepreneurs are more creative and
forward-looking.
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