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Abstract

Hotels play a pivotal role among tourism accommodations and their distribution
and location can have a great impact on providing services and attracting
tourists. Hence, the present study attempts to investigate the distribution of
urban hotels in Iran. The research uses a descriptive-analytical method and the
average nearest neighbor ratio, multi-distance spatial cluster analysis, central
mean and standard deviation ellipse to analyze the data. For this purpose, Iran
has been divided into seven regions based on tourism geography, including
North, East, Center, Alborz, South, West and Northwest, and then for each of
these regions and in general for the whole country of Iran, analyses have been
done. The results indicate that based on the average nearest neighbor ratio, the
distribution pattern of the hotels is scattered in the western and northwestern
regions and clustered through the whole country of Iran. Moreover, based on
multi-distance spatial cluster analysis, the hotels in Iran have a total clustered
distribution. Furthermore, they are mostly distributed in the centers of the
provinces. In general, it can be concluded that many cities and regions with
tourism potential are deprived of this type of basic infrastructure. Therefore, all
areas of the country should be considered in the spatial distribution of hotels.

Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

resources. In Iran, one of the problems of
tourism is the imbalance in the spatial
organization of tourism. The amount of

One of the most important factors that can
attract international and domestic tourists
is the facilities and equipment related to
the tourism industry. The location of
tourism facilities has important strategic
consequences, since making a decision for
selecting the location typically involves a
long-term commitment and guarantee of
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balance or imbalance in the studied area
can be determined through spatial
analysis. Therefore, spatial analysis of
hotels is a criterion for determining the
status of their distribution. Due to the
importance of this issue, the present study
investigates the distribution of urban
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hotels in Iran through spatial analysis.
What distinguishes this study from other
studies in the field is considering the
spatial distribution of these
accommodation centers at both regional
and national levels, which has not been
studied so far. Moreover, in this research,
the spatial distribution of urban hotels has
been analyzed using the spatial statistics
method and GIS.

2. Methodology

The present study is descriptive-
analytical. The most important data
required for the research has been the
distribution of hotels in Iran. Considering
that the main purpose of the research is to
find the distribution of urban hotels, first
the basic map of the location of cities in
Iran in 2016 has been obtained and then
the number of hotels in each city with
their characteristics has been and added
to the descriptive table of each city. There
have been 196 cities in Iran with 1,334
hotels. According to the purpose of the
research based on the analysis of spatial
distribution of the hotels in Iran, the
average nearest neighbor ratio, multi-
distance spatial cluster analysis, central
mean analysis and standard deviation
ellipse have been used for data analysis.

3. Findings

According to the findings, the hotels in
Iran have a clustered distribution. This
kind of spatial distribution in the
northwestern and western cities of the
country is highly due to the natural
situation that causes the dispersed
distribution of the cities and urban hotels.
In fact, the favorable natural conditions
have caused the urban hotels to have a
good spatial distribution in these regions.

Conversely, in the central regions of Iran,
this distribution is limited only to spaces
with more suitable conditions and a large
area of these regions is uninhabited.

4. Conclusion

One of the most important infrastructures
is necessary for the development of
tourism in the country are hotels. Due to
the need to study the spatial distribution
of the hotels in the country, in this study,
a geographical zoning of the provinces of
the country has been presented, including
North, East, Center, Alborz, South, West
and Northwest. An investigation of the
hotels in these seven regions shows that
they often tend to be scattered
throughout these regions. However, the
amounts of concentration and dispersion
are different in each region. Tourism
infrastructure such as hotels are mostly
located in areas with tourist attractions.
The research findings indicate the
existence of a specific pattern of hotel
distribution in the above regions.
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