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Agricultural tourism as a complementary activity can have positive effects in
villages with tourism capabilities, the most important is diversification of
employment and i income. But assessing the willingness of the local community
to accept tourists is the main purpose of this study. This research is of
descriptive-analytical type which has been done by library and field method.
Among the villages with a high capacity for agricultural tourism in the city, 424
heads of households were selected with the Cochran's formula and were
interviewed. Friedman and Kruskal-Wallis non-parametric tests and Spearman
correlation test were used to analyze the data due to abnormality. The results
showed that although Agrotourism is economically profitable for them and the
results of confirmatory factor analysis also showed that it has the greatest impact
on the economic gdimension and explains 17.93% of the total variance, But from

Keywords: a social point of view, it explains the lower impact rate and 13.65% of the total
variance, because the local community has little interest in the presence of
tourists in the garden and private space of their lives and seeks more economic
benefits of tourism than social interactions. Therefore, efforts should be made to

Agricultural tourism «
local community (Torbat

Heydariyeh city make the villagers aware of the social benefits.
Extended Abstract Province. This province has several agro-
tourist  attractions, including the
1. Introduction production of important products such as
Torbat Heydariyeh city is one of the saffron, cotton, silk, almonds, etc.
potential areas in the field of agriculture However, despite such capacities, little

and rural tourism in Khorasan Razavi
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effective research has been done to
strengthen the agro-tourism in this
region, and this activity is somewhat
unknown. Since the development and
success of agro-tourism requires a mutual
interaction between the host community
and the tourist, in this article, there is an
attempt to identify the tourism potentials
and their economic, social and
environmental effects, and evaluate the
attitude and acceptance of the host
community.

2. Material and Methods

The present research is a descriptive-
analytical study that uses exploratory
method as well as library and field
research. A total of 424 heads of the
agricultural households were selected as
the sample and interviewed to identify
their willingness to accept tourists. Some
professors and experts confirmed the
validity of the questionnaire, and
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was used to
assess the reliability of research
indicators. The alpha coefficients above
0.7 in all dimensions indicate the validity
and internal consistency of the research
structures. In the data analysis section,
due to the non-normality of the data,
Friedman and Kruskal-Wallis non-
parametric tests as well as one-sample T
test and Spearman correlation test were
used.

3. Findings and Discussion

In order to assess the willingness and
attitude of farmers in the sample size to
develop agro-tourism activities in their
farms and gardens, 12 items were used and
the results showed that in the first place,
the farmers were most willing to “hold a
local food festival and direct supply

exhibition of agricultural products” with
an average rating of 4.15. In the second
place, they preferred “direct sales of
agricultural products to tourists by farms
and gardens” with an average rating of 4.12.
They were not willing to “hold planting and
harvest festivals” and they evaluated them
with the low rates of 2.13 and 2.86.
Spearman correlation test showed that
there was a significant positive
relationship between individual
characteristics of farmers in the sample
size (age, household size, level of
education, number of employed people
and saffron cultivation level) and their
desire to develop agro-tourism activities.
Moreover, Kruskal-Wallis test with a
significance level of less than 0.01 showed
that the degree of willingness to agro-
tourism activities in the studied villages
was different, and Buri Abad had the
highest tendency to host tourists. For
evaluating the effects of agro-tourism
development on various economic, social,
environmental and infrastructure
dimensions, a  statistical test of
confirmatory  factor  analysis  was
conducted on 35 indicators showing that
the highest percentage of variance
belonged to economic effects (17.93%) and
the lowest percentage of variance
belonged to infrastructure factor (11.73%).

4. Conclusion
The general results of the research

showed that the farmers of Torbat
Heydariyeh villages were not very
interested in agro-tourism activities and
accepting tourists in their gardens and
residences. In contrast, they just preferred
selling their products by their farms and
gardens and did not want the tourists to
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involve in the processes of planting and
harvesting. They did not even accept to be
paid to invite and host the tourists into
their private living space. This indicates
their distrust of tourists and lack of
familiarity with the philosophy of agro-
tourism as well as its educational effects
and socio-cultural interactions. Therefore,
in this situation, tourism development
faces challenges, including low level of
awareness and sufficient information
about the social, cultural and economic
benefits of agro-tourism, lack of sufficient
financial resources, and lack of skilled and
trained labor force to start a business and
manage agro-tourism properly. In order
for tourism to succeed, in addition to the
efforts of farm owners, financial and
educational support, appropriate
infrastructure and public facilities, and
active participation of government
officials and local trustees are required.
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