Volume 9. Issue 35. Winter 2021. Pages 32 to 62. Journal of Tourism Planning and Development

Research Paper

The Local Community Perception of The Facilities and the Obstacles
Facing the Formation of Network Spatial Organization in Tourism with
Regard to Rural Entrepreneurship Development Case Study: Mohammad
Abad-Zarrin Gol Area (Aliabad Katoul City)

Dr. Farhad Azizpour', Dr. Rahmatollah Monshlzadeh?, Hajar Mazidi®, Dr. Bijan Rahmani®

! Associate Professor of Geography and Rural Planning, Department of Human Geography, Faculty of
Geographical Sciences, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran

2 Associate Professor of Geography and Rural Planning, Department of Human Geography, Faculty of Earth
Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

3 PhD Student in Rural Geography and Planning, Department of Human Geography, Faculty of Earth Sciences,
Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

d 10.22080 /jtpd.2021.18920.3300

Received:
May 28, 2020 Abstract
Accepted:
February 8, 2021
Available online:
March 18, 2021

In tourism industry, making the tourists satisfied requires a careful analysis of
facilities and services and their proper (qualified) management. Therefore, it is
important to consider the facilities and services and their spatial establishment
in tourism destinations with an efficient spatial organization. The role taking of
tourism service centers, as a space for the establishment and regulation of this
type of services in the spatial organization of areas, plays an important role in
supplying the well-being and comfort of tourists and their economic
development. Therefore, the existence of spatial planning with the aim of spatial
organization of tourism destinations according to the present tourism facilities
and services can play a significant role in tourism entrepreneurship development
in the level of areas. The present research attempts to study the facilities and
obstacles facing the formation of network spatial organization as one of the key
factors affecting the development of rural entrepreneurship (in the field of
tourism) in the tourism area of Mohammad Abad-Zarrin Gol in Aliabad Katoul
city. This research has been performed in the framework of constructive-
interpretive paradigm, qualitative methodology and the approach of contextual
theory. The participants of the study are the experts from state offices and
organizations as well as rural experts living in Mohammad Abad-Zarrin Gol area.
Among them, 29 people participated in the research using theoretical sampling.
The techniques and tools for data collection were semi-structured interview
| technique and semi-structured interview checklist, respectively. Open, central
| and selective codings were also used for data analysis. Based on the findings, the
i study concluded that the polar spatial organization of Mohammad Abad-Zarrin
| Gol area (Aliabad Katoul city) (with the dominant role of two urban points of Fazel
{ Abad and Aliabad) has not been able to move towards a network pattern by
| changing the structures and functions because of the factors such as mountain
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topographical structure, urban centrality, the weakness of services and access to
it, the unilateral relations within and outside the area, the weakness of supply
chain and tourism value, and the weakness of labor market. Of course, this area
includes the facilities and capacities such as tourism attractions, the relative
development of local investment, the expansion of the use of advertising and
marketing tools, institutional support that the planning system can rely on and
modify the determined obstacles to form the network spatial organization in
order to provide the basis for the development of rural entrepreneurship in the
field of tourism. Also, the study emphasizes that network spatial organization is
not merely influenced by environmental and physical-spatial structures. Rather,
socio-economic factors (especially economic ones) are important. Therefore,
considering the space concept as a purely spatial phenomenon requires change.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

It is so essential to consider the facilities
and services, and its spatial establishment
in efficient spatial organization. The role
taking of tourism service centers, as a
space for establishment and regulation of
this type of services in the regions’ spatial
organization, plays an important role in
supplying the tourists’ well-being and
comfort, and their economic development.
In this regard, it will not be possible the
rural tourism facilities and services based
on entrepreneurship  without the
existence of the spatial organization of
tourism destinations as one of the
effective factors on the sustainability and
development of tourism destinations.
Therefore, the presence of spatial
planning with the aim of spatial organizing
the tourism destinations according to the
present tourism facilities and services can
play a significant role in developing
tourism entrepreneurship in the level of
Mohammad Abad-Zarrin Gol area (Aliabad
Katoul city).

2. Methodology and

Materials
The study has been performed in the
framework of constructive-interpretive

paradigm, qualitative methodology and
the approach of contextual theory. The
participants of the study included the
experts of state offices and organizations
as well as the rural experts in Mohammad
Abad-Zarrin Gol area. 29 people were
selected among them using theoretical
sampling. The techniques and tools of data
collection were semi-structured interview
and semi-structured interview checklist.
They were applied open, central and
selective coding for data analysis. In open
coding, concepts were extracted, and in
central coding, the categories. In the
selective coding stage, nuclear (or
selective) category was extracted. By
coding the data, 10 central categories and
one nuclear (or selective) category were
extracted. Among central categories, four
categories were abstracted as
opportunities and six categories as the
obstacles facing the network formation of
spatial organization of the tourism area.

3. Findings and Discussion
In the study, 10 central categories and one

nuclear (or selective) category were
extracted by coding the data. Based on the
local community perception of the
facilities and the obstacles facing the
formation of network spatial organization
in tourism areas with regard to rural
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entrepreneurship development, among
the central categories, four categories (the
existence of tourism attractions, relative
development of local investment, the
expansion of the use of advertising and
marketing tools, the presence of
institutional support) were abstracted as
opportunities and  six  categories
(mountain topographical structure, the
weakness of services and access to it,
unilateral relation within and outside the
region, urban centrality, the weakness of
supply chain and tourism value, the
weakness of labor market) as the obstacles
facing the network formation of spatial
organization of the tourism area
(Mohammad Abad-Zarrin Gol).

4. Conclusion

The spatial organization of each area
evolves through the dynamics of its
residential network; although, the process
of the formation of spatial organization of
residential network is influenced by a set
of social, economic, political, cultural and
physical variables. In the framework of the
study of spatial organization in
Mohammad Abad-Zarrin Gol tourism area
(Aliabad Katoul city), it was concluded that
the whole network spatial organization for
entrepreneurship development in tourism
activity is not only affected by
environmental and  physical-spatial
structures, but also by socio-economic
factors, especially economic ones.
Therefore, considering the space as a
purely spatial phenomenon needs to
change. This change of perspective can
provide the basis of the optimal
development of space.
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