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Responsible Businesses: Measuring the environmental responsibility level of Ecolodges
Case Study: Khorasan Razavi

Abstract
The close relationship between rural tourism and the environment is one of the concerns that has
always attracted attention. The tourism industry is currently one of the most important sources of

income. Therefore, the owners of Ecolodges as the main caretakers of tourism have a lot of
responsibilities in business and providing services in accordance with environmental standards to
tourists. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to investigate the environmental responsibility of the

owners of rural ecosystems. Therefore, the statistical population of the present study is 27 owners of
Ecolodges in Khorasan Razavi province. The research is applied in terms of purpose and in terms of
descriptive-analytical method. The analysis is based on combined data collected in the descriptive part

of this information using library resources and in the analytical section using field findings
(questionnaire and interview) and linear regression was used. The results showed that overall

environmental responsibility among the owners of the ecosystems studied is ideally higher (above
average level 3). Based on the results of the two-sample t -tests, it was found that the villagers had
more attention than the tourists. According to the correlation test, there was a significant relationship

between environmental responsibility and employment (direct, indirect, local and non-local), income,
number of tourists, and degree of residence. This means that the more employment created and the

higher the income, the more homeowners will feel more responsible. Finally, linear regression test
revealed that the variables of age, education and income level of the eco-dwellers had an impact on
their environmental responsibility.

Keywords: Tourism Development, Responsibility, tourism enterprise, Responsible tourism, Ecolodge

Extend Abstract

Introduction

Owners of Ecolodges, as key caretakers, need to comply with environmental obligations to the
environment. Also one of the assumptions confirming the positive impacts of the residences is the
compliance of their owners with environmental principles and standards, which makes the
responsibility of the owners of the residences very important. Positive feedback from rural tourism is
increasingly associated with responsible behavior and failure to comply with it means environmental
degradation, depletion of resources, environmental pollution, and environmental instability in general.
Rural ecosystem owners are now primarily responsible for the positive and negative consequences of
residency guests in the targeted tourism and environmental surrounding villages, and neglecting this
has a negative and irreversible impact on the rural environment. Due to the impact of Ecolodges
residences on the environment, compliance with the environmental principles among the owners of the
residences seems necessary.

Methodology

Since the present study examines the responsibility of Ecolodges, it is descriptive and analytical in
terms of method and the necessary information is obtained through library and field studies. Thus, the
sample of the research is among the owners of Ecolodges in a number of ways. Therefore, the owners
of 27 Ecolodges in 19 tourism villages were evaluated. The survey showed that the villages in which
Ecolodges residences were built mainly had many natural and human attractions including natural
attractions (landscapes, gardens, etc.), architecture (old buildings, historical baths, residential texture,
etc.). There are cultural, (dialects and special dialects of local, handicrafts) and historical (cemeteries,
stone inscriptions, etc.) in all the villages studied, which is a strong point in attracting tourists.

Results and discussion
The average of the indices showed that the owners of Ecolodges residences have largely complied
with the requirements, in view of the lack of water resources in the countryside and drought, the



optimal use of water resources with a mean of 4.66 highest and the absence of plastic containers. The
lowest average (3.77) was obtained in canteens because of the convenience of serving food and drinks
in plastic containers and not having to re-wash it. Overall, the averages indicate an acceptable level of
responsibility among the owners of Ecolodges towards tourists and the local community. Examination

of the mean indices showed that out of the 20 variables studied, all cases were above the average (3 .
)There is no significant difference in the mean between men and women, but women are more

responsive to the environment because of their sensitivity to work and to their ethics. The average
value obtained was 4.51 for the villagers and 4.27 for the tourists. On this basis, it can be stated that
the residents' attention to the environment and the villagers is more than tourists. The results of
correlation test showed that the relationship between environmental responsibility and direct, indirect,
local and non-local employment variables, annual income, number of tourists and accommodation
quality was significant and in direct and positive direction with moderate to high intensity. This means
that the more employment created and the higher the income, the more homeowners will feel more
responsible. Regarding the correlation coefficient and significance level, the highest correlation was
between environmental responsibility and direct employment with 0.56 and the lowest with 0.30 local
employment variable. Linear regression was used to evaluate the effect of independent variables on
the dependent variable, which showed that the amount of dependency was 0.81 in the total correlation
results. The adjusted coefficient of variation was reported to be 0.53, which indicates that 0.53 of the
environmental liability changes can be explained by the variables of age, level of education, and
amount of income.

Conclusion

The highest averages are for the Bani Banu and Radkan Residences, while the other averages are
above 4. Owners of Ecolodges were between the two groups of men and women, which showed that
there was no significant difference between men and women in adhering to the standards. Owners of
Ecolodges are men and women. For this purpose, the level of environmental responsibility was
compared between men and women, and the results showed that women's responsibility is somewhat
higher than men. Given that individual characteristics will affect their behavior, each of these factors
has a significant influence on the model explanation and generally predicts about 53% of the
dependent variable, which is 21% for the age variable. Of all the forecasts, education can predict 35%
and income about 26% of the dependent variable.

Keywords: Tourism Development, Responsibility, tourism enterprise, Responsible tourism, Ecolodge



