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Abstract

Introduction

Studies show that monogamy is not the most common type of marriage in the entire
world. Along with some types of marriage, polygamy has been one of the marriages
that took place in the past despite of disagreements and agreements and still occurs
today. In other words, it might be said that the polygamy is as ancient as the
marriage. This phenomenon has to do with tied to the cultural, social, economic and
political roots of societies. In Iran, polygamy, as one of the issues related to women,
was noticed by the pioneers who were active in the field of women's issues from the
middle of the Qajar period. As a consequence of becoming acquainted with the
West, the establishment of the constitution and the emergence of new cultural
components such as newspapers, new schools, translation of books, as well as the
development of communication and relationships between Iranians and Europeans,
engendered changes in the intellectuals visions about women, and new
circumstances materialized to change the former outlook.
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Method

An explanatory-descriptive method and content analysis have been used in this
paper. independently has investigated the phenomenon of polygamy from a
historical-sociological perspective and with the reliance on the literary-historical-
political texts of the Qajar era and the criticisms of it on that time.

Results

Research findings show Literary-political texts are consequential because they
convey reflect the social conditions of their time. This gravity increases when we
observe the silence of popular and political historiography towards social issues and
especially women's issues, and as a consequence, to fill this gap and throw light on
the dark corners of women's history, we have to use these texts. The causes and
consequences of this phenomenon have been cautiously investigated by intellectuals,
especialy literary intellectuals such as Akhundzadeh, Talebov, Agha Khan
Kermani, Itsam a-Mulk, Saber, Seyyed AshrafuddinQazvini, MijizShabestri, Irgj
Mirza, Dehkhoda, Baharu... and we extracted them from the heart of literature. In
this study, after presenting the definitions of polygamy, looking into its
jurisprudential evidences and referring to verses 3 and 129 of Surah Nisa, we have
reviewed this phenomenon in the Qagjar period. Then, the approach and view of the
literary-political texts of the mentioned period to the phenomenon of polygamy have
been discussed. Based on the findings of this study, thebroadness of traditional
mentality in the society, the normality and commonness of polygamy, easy marriage
and divorce, and premature aging of women were the important reasons of the
polygamy phenomenon. As an example, we can refer to the poems " Sahbat Zan" and
"Maslehat" written by Ali Akbar Saber, "Shikait" and "Al Towba'written by Seyyed
Ashrafuddin Gilani Failing to meet the expectations demands of women, observe
justice and equality between spouses, immorality and war and quarrels at home,
having family conflict. The important point is that this phenomenon has been
criticized among both feminine and masculine thinkers such as Bibi Khanum
Estrabadi and Alam Tgj Qaim Maggi, etc.

Conclusion

The result of the research demonstrates that with the establishment of the
constitution and approximately freeing up the atmosphere of tradition and mental
preparation of the society, the awareness of this phenomenon became more
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apparentm and literature became a tool for struggle and awareness, and polygamy as
a pat of the neglected rights of women became very important for literary
intellectuals. From the point of view of literary texts, the most important reason
cause of thisissueis the social components, tradition and being rooted in the body of
the society. By criticizing polygamy and enumerating its disadvantages, the authors
of these texts aimed at informing not only women and but also the society, and
ultimately boosting the position of women and reducing the phenomenon of
polygamy. In these authors point of view, polygamy was one of the forms of
oppression against women. For this reason, they tried to confront and criticize this
tradition in their works, because if the family as the most important social institution
is disturbed and unstable, then it willproliferate in the scoiety and it will disturb the
society aswell. Therefore, as we move from the beginning of the Qajar period to the
constitutional and the end of this period, polygamy not only has converted from a
normal and natural event in the society into a criticized issue but also experienced a
decrease because of change in the situation,besids the constitutional, the efforts of
thinkers and the literary and political dissidents.
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