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Abstract
After two decades of controversy over Iran’s nuclear program, and despite the
genuine development of the program, it is still non-weaponized. The International
Atomic Energy Agency has frequently stated that Iran has sufficient material and
capacity to produce nuclear weapons, but there is no information to prove that Iran
intends to produce such weapons. Western intelligence agencies including United
States, have also a similar assessment. From the viewpoint of realism, the motivation
behind Iran’s program is security. However, the important question is that why its
nuclear program has not been weaponized, especially considering that the world has
experienced the states that have produced nuclear weapons after achieving the
necessary capacity. The hypothesis is that the strategic culture in Iran has two
important elements which expalin why the nuclear program has not been
weaponized. The first element is that the concept of power has remained
undeveloped and simplified which has not led to the development of the basic
concepts of realism such as nuclear deterrence, and the balance of power in a sense
that the world powers has understood and experienced it. On the other hand, Iran’s

experience of threat and survival is still at the traditional level, that is Iran has never



been under the direct or imminent nuclear threat like the US, the Soviet, China or
even Pakistan. And as a result, despite the appearance and development of Iran’s
program based on security concerns, the strategic decision-makers have never been
under the pressure to complete it. In addition, Iran’s traditional experience of threat
and survival has made the decision-makers and public opinion to have one-sided look
about the nuclear weapons, it means that they consider nuclear weapons as the only
means for mass killing not for deterrence. The second element is the prominence of
the non-material aspect of power in Iranian thought which contrary to the prominence
of the material aspect of power in realism, focuses on concepts such as manhood
compared to the weapon which represents the material aspect. The effect of the non-
material aspect has so far continued in the strategic culture of Iran. Despite the
security motivations of Iran’s program, these variables have caused the strategic
culture like a fence to prevent the last segment of the nuclear chain from being
completed. The methodology of the paper is descriptive explanatory and the method
of data collection is library.
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