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ABSTRACT

In this research, we have investigated the effect of modern social

media, including WhatsApp, Instagram, Telegram, and Twitter on the
abnormal behavior of people. The use of social media is the independent
variable and vandalism the dependent one. Furthermore, political
awareness is considered as the moderating variable. The statistical
population of this research consists of the residents of Ilam province
aged 18 and above. Using Cochran's formula and considering the
acceptable sampling error, the sample size was estimated to be 440
people. The tool of data collection in the current research was a
researcher-made questionnaire. The findings of the research indicate
that the use of social media has an effect on vandalistic behaviors. In
addition, political awareness, as a moderating variable, has caused the
use of social media not to lead to vandalistic behavior or to reduce it.
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