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Ecolodges have a wide range of positive and negative impacts on the environment
and local community, during design, construction, and operation methods. The
aim of this study was development of a set of criteria in the design phase of
ecolodges and evaluation of some of them in the northern Iran (Golestan
province). We used data collection and field survey including questionnaire and
Keywords: criteria checklist to do research such as average Friedman and T-test using SPSS
Ecolodge, software. After that, we screened and classified the collected criteria into four
Accommodation, Criteria, | Subgroups (environmental, economic, cultural, social and infrastructure). The
Design, Golestan province results shows that as a whole, the design phase is not in good situation and only
its socio-cultural subgroup seems be in appropriate condition. Ecolodges of the
province can use the results and criteria to match with sustainability goals of
ecotourism accommodations.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Golestan province with its different
climate and natural geography has high
potential of ecotourism in Iran. In recent
years, the Iranian government has paid
much attention to ecotourism
accommodations during a short time. It
seems that most of tourism operators of
the province do not run many standards of
design, construction, and operation
phases in ecolodges, which may lead to
significant environmental, economic,
social, and cultural problems. Therefore, it
is necessary to develop design criteria of
ecolodges based on global standard ones,
which is the aim of the study. The other
research purpose is evaluation of current
design criteria of some ecolodges of the
province based on the selected criteria.

Methodology

This is an applied, descriptive, and
analytical research. We collected all
necessary data by library studies and
literature review. After collecting all useful
and applied criteria, expert panels chose
62 criteria and classified them into four
categories: environmental (13), economic
(7), cultural, social (8), and infrastructural
(34). Using  field surveys  and

questionnaires, we gathered, evaluated
data of 21 selected ecolodges (out of 90
approved ecotourism accommodations in
the province) and compared them with
criteria set to determine the current
situation of design of the ecolodges. Two
statistical methods have been applied to
analyse the data including descriptive and
inferential using SPSS v25 software.

Results and Discussion
Among 13 criteria of environmental
category, ‘integration with the

surrounding landscape’ and ‘considering
the principle of 3R in system and site
design’ have the highest (4) and lowest
(1.19) average, respectively. Similarly, in the
economic  category, ‘possibility  of
expanding the area and other facilities in
the selected area’ and ‘reviewing the costs,
advantages and disadvantages of different
options of PV technology’ are the highest
(3.48) and lowest (1.18) average,
respectively. The highest average (4.43) in
socio-cultural category belongs to
‘respect for indigenous and religious
traditions and symbols’ and the lowest
(1.86) is for ‘advertising water protection
messages to employees and visitors'
Finally and in the infrastructure category
‘the construction area is specific, enclosed
and legal’ has the highest average (4.67)
and ‘the use of biogas’ is the lowest
average (1). In general and for the design
stage, we can see that ‘the construction
area is specific, enclosed and legal’ and ‘the
use of biogas’ are the highest and lowest
scores, respectively (both are in
infrastructure category). The statistical
results show that the design phase of
ecolodges is not in good condition and
need more considerations.

Conclusion

We evaluated ecolodges of Golestan
province with 62 criteria and in four
environmental, economic, cultural, social,
and infrastructure categories. The results

show that the design phase of ecolodges is
not in good condition and many ecolodges
seem to be more traditional rather than
ecotourism accommodations. This
emphasize on applying the criteria set in
design phase of the ecolodges.
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