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Introduction: Recently, the entrepreneurial ecosystem approach to understand the
field of entrepreneurship has received much attention. There are various elements to
create entrepreneurial ecosystems for the development of the sports industry, so the
purpose of this article was to classify the elements of the ecosystem of sports
entrepreneurship.

Methods: quantitative research data analysis was done by performing Q-type
exploratory factor analysis using SPSS software. In the qualitative part of the
research, 58 expressions were extracted, and the experts were asked to specify their
importance from 1 to 9 in the form of a questionnaire.

Results: The results showed that the mental patterns of experts from the ecosystem
of sports entrepreneurship have five dimensions including politics, support, culture,
capital and market or customers. The statistical distribution analysis showed that five
distinct mental patterns can be identified among the research participants about the
realm of sports entrepreneurship ecosystem, which explains about 86.61% of the total
variance.

Conclusion: The sports industry is a complex network of people, groups and
organizations that affects the ecosystem of sports entrepreneurship. Based on the
mentality of the participants in the realm of sports governance, components such as
explicit government support, legal incentives, tax concessions, and the creation of
sports infrastructure play important roles in development of the realm of sports
entrepreneurship ecosystem.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, entrepreneurship with its wide dimensions is
considered as one of the most important issues of economic
development. The growth of rapid acceptance of this term in
the third category of entrepreneurship literature is the result of
its popularity and understanding of its usefulness. This cross-
sectoral and multifaceted phenomenon is the result of the
interaction of individual characteristics and environmental
events. There are various elements to create entrepreneurial
ecosystems for the development of the sports industry, so the
purpose of this article was to classify the elements of the
ecosystem of sports entrepreneurship.

Methods

This research is applied in terms of purpose and mixed-
exploratory in nature, and its implementation method is a
systematic and strong combination based on Q methodology,
which has high mathematical accuracy. In the current research,
the five-step process of generating a set of expressions (Q
statements), selecting a set of participants, collecting sorted Q
data or the quantitative tool, performing factor analysis,
weighting and identifying the interpretation of the Q method
was used. In this research, an attempt was made to collect all
the written and unwritten opinions about the characteristics of
the desired and effective entrepreneurial ecosystem by
reviewing the theoretical literature, the requirements and the
framework of the upstream documents of the country's sports
sector and talking to the experts. In order to ensure the validity,
in the current research, firstly, Q sample by examining 60
documents, which consisted of 40 foreign studies, 15 internal
studies and 3 upstream documents (strategic document for the
development of the country's sports, Iran's 20-year vision
document, the law of the sixth development program) and a
conversation with 6 experts in the field of sports
entrepreneurship were gathered and after clearing the
ambiguities about the propositions, the research questionnaire
was finalized. Analysis of quantitative research data was done
by performing Q-type exploratory factor analysis using SPSS
software. The study population was targeted and concentrated
on 20 selected experts. In the qualitative part of the research,
58 expressions were extracted, and experts were asked to
specify their importance from 1 to 9 in the form of a
questionnaire.

Results

The results showed that the mental patterns of experts from the
ecosystem of sports entrepreneurship have five dimensions
including politics, support, culture, capital and market or
customers. The statistical distribution analysis showed that
five distinct mental patterns can be identified among the
research  participants about the realm of sports
entrepreneurship ecosystem, which explains about 86.61% of
the total variance.

Conclusion

The sports industry is a complex network of people, groups
and organizations that affects the ecosystem of sports
entrepreneurship. Based on the mentality of the participants in
the realm of sports governance, components such as explicit
government support, legal incentives, tax concessions, and the
creation of sports infrastructure play important roles in
development of the realm of sports entrepreneurship
ecosystem. The development of the country's sports sector
requires a suitable platform in different dimensions so that the
simultaneous attention to these dimensions be effective in
formulating policies for the development of the country's
sports sector. If these factors are taken into consideration from
the approach of the ecosystem of entrepreneurship, it should
be said through operational tools such as the joint cooperation
of the bodies in charge of sports, bilateral and multilateral
agreements, support systems and tools such as tax exemptions,
awarding awards, holding festivals, encouraging athletes and
active diplomats and Strategic tools such as the vision and
strategic plan and defining the missions in the field of sports
governance took a step in the direction of promoting the
ecosystem of sports entrepreneurship. Establishing a sport
innovation and creativity center in order to develop sustainable
sports entrepreneurship to strengthen the spirit of
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation in the country's
sports is a fundamental step.
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