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Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Baladhurt is one of the most influential historians, and
great geographers of the Islamic world, who was the agent of "Diwan
Kharaj" in the court of the Abbasid caliphs. This historian has written many
works, but his book Futiih al-buldan has been one of the most important
historical sources of conquest (Futiih) and a reference for many subsequent
historians. Concerning the significance and the outstanding role of the
narratives of this book among historians, the present study aims to examine
and criticize al-Baladhuri’s historiography of conquests, relying on the
framework of historiography in Ibn Khaldun’s ideas. In this research, to
deepen the main issue, only Baladhuri’s narratives about Qutayba ibn
Muslim al-Bahili’s victory (Futtih) of Mawra al-Nahr(Transoxiana) are
criticized and analyzed from various dimensions relying on Ibn Khaldun’s
historiographical foundations to find out the weaknesses and strengths al-
Baladhuri’s historiography. Therefore, the main research question is as
follows: What are the components of al-Baladhuri’s historiography about
Qutayba ibn Muslim al-Bahili’s Conquest (Futih) of Mawra al-Nahr
(Transoxiana), and to what extent are they compatible with the principles
of Ibn Khaldun’s historiography? In response to this question, according to
Ibn Khaldun’s historiographic criteria, Baladhuri’s narratives about the
conquests can be criticized and modified, and they cannot be considered
wholly based on principled and systematic historiography.
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