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Abstract

There are different propositions regarding the cooperation of the Shia with the oppressive rulers,
especially the acceptance of positions by them. This cooperation was significantly manifested during
the Abbasid period. In this regard, the purpose of the present historical study was to investigate the
acceptance of officials and cooperation with the oppressive government in the political path of Imam
Sadig (AS). Despite the reports that indicated the prohibition of cooperation with the government,
some of the followers of Imam Sadiqg (AS) cooperated with the Abbasid caliphate in various fields and
held positions, such as governing different regions, judging, and keeping treasury. The Abbasids were
not sensitive to these collaborations as long as their government was not threatened. For example,
Abdullah bin Senan was trusted by the Shiites and was as the same time among the financial and
military officials of the Abbasids. It seems that the sanctity of any kinds of cooperation and acceptance
of office, in addition to the Kharijites, was strongly emphasized and propagated by the Zaidis in favor
of the armed uprising. They objected the Imam (AS) and wanted to know why he was interacting with
a government that he considered invalid. The many and numerous questions of the Shias from the
Imam (AS), as well as the narrations from him about cooperation, showed the contrast of different
approaches during the period of Imam Sadiqg (AS).
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Writing independent treatises on the subject of cooperation from the middle of the 4™ century
onwards shows the importance of examining the role of Imam (AS) in that tense atmosphere. It seems
that the ‘Essay on the Acts of the Sultan’ [Resaleh fi Amal al-Sultan] written by Muhammad bin
Ahmad bin Dawud Qomi (368 AH) (Najashi, 1416 AH, p. 384) is the oldest work in this regard.
Saduq’s ‘the Book of Sultan’ (381 AH), Boshanji Iraqi’s (lived 400 AH) ‘The Book of the Acts of the
Sultan’ (Najashi, 1416 AH, pp. 390, 68), and Seyyed Mortaza’s ‘Mas'alatha fi al-Amal with the
Sultan’ (see: Seyyed Mortaza, 1405 AH, Vol. 2, pp. 89-97) have examined cooperation with the
government from a jurisprudential point of view. This issue is still discussed by jurists with different
views. The emergency view of Sheikh Mofid, the esteemed view of Sheikh Tusi, and the respectful
view of Sheikh Ansari are the most important views in this regard.

Among the new studies, in an article called ‘Politics in the thought and behavior of Shiite jurists of
the Al-Buyeh era’ (published by Tehran University Faculty of Literature and Humanities Quarterly,
No. 182, 1386, pp. 62-39), Esmail Hasanzadeh (2007) considered expediency as one of the
foundations of the political thought and behavior of the jurists of Baghdad School in the era of Al-
Buyeh, justifying the theory of the permissibility of cooperation with the government. Hasani Nasab
(2018) also accepted the same trend and with the hypothesis that Sheikh Mufid was the first Shiite
scholar, who considered cooperation permissible due to the rise of Al-Buyeh and influenced the
thinking of the jurists of Baghdad School. In this regard, he wrote an article entitled ‘Cooperation with
Sultans based on the Scholars’ views about the Thoughts of Imamiyya’, which was a case study of
Baghdad School’ (Daulat Pzohohi, Vol. 19, pp. 55-79). A hypothesis that was not documented by
historical evidence stated that at least Ahmad bin Muhammad Isa Ash'ari (died in the 3™ century AH)
and his father cooperated with the Sultan and held their status and dignity with him (Najashi, 1416
AH, pp. 82 and 338). In the book of Al-Nawader (1408 AH) Ahmad Ash‘ari also narrated from Imam
Bagqir (AS) that “there was no need to the Sultan” (p. 163). The studies conducted showed that the
subject in question, despite the background of jurisprudence studies, did not have a background with a
historical perspective in the realm of the tradition and political life of Imam Sadigq (AS). Thus, the
purpose of the present historical study was to investigate the acceptance of officials and cooperation
with the oppressive government in the political path of Imam Sadiq (AS).

Materials and Methods

The present study was based on the historical approach by using the existing statements and events
and relying on the expression, description, and analysis of the characteristics of biographical studies.
Upon benefiting from various sources in the early, middle, and late centuries, as well as using new
studies, it was tried to answer this question: What is the place of cooperation with the oppressive
government in the political path of Imam Sadiq (AS)? It is worth mentioning that the historical
approach in biographical studies does not necessarily mean exclusive or maximum use of historical
sources.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The research was organized based on the two axes of cooperation and relationships in the light of
agency. It was found that Imam Sadiq (AS) did not choose the method of coercion and isolation, nor
did he choose the method of emotional struggle and sanctions of cooperation, nor did he allow
cooperation with the illegitimate government to be unrestricted in the tense conditions of his era, while
rejecting excesses. Therefore, by choosing rational moderation, relying on custom and rationalism
within the framework of religious teachings, he linked the acceptance of official and beneficial
cooperation based on the surrounding conditions and time requirements, as well as individual’s ability
and capacity. He denied a one-dimensional view in this regard. In this way, he forbade some to
cooperate, but accepted the conditional cooperation of others; on the other hand, he ordered some to
accept cooperation and gave orders to the governors. Such a way of life was based on active presence
in the social arena to advance religious goals and not being digested in the majority's intellectual flow,
which kept Shia from the danger of isolation, but distanced from sects such as Kharijites and Zaidis,
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This showed that targeted cooperation was recommended in some cases.
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Imam Sadig (AS), the political path of Imam Sadiq (AS), cooperation with the oppressive
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